Conviction and Courage to Share the Gospel

Acts 1:1-14

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. # On one occasion, while he was
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. °For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ® Then they gathered around him and asked
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ® After he said this, he was
taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

% They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 1 “Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 2 Then the apostles
returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath
day’s walk from the city. '®* When they arrived, they went upstairs to the
room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James
and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '* They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother
of Jesus, and with his brothers.



Acts 2:1-14

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.® Now there were staying in
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. ¢ When they
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked:
“Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of
us hears them in our native language? ° Parthians, Medes and Elamites;
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, '° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome ' (both Jews and converts to Judaism);
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues!” 2 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What
does this mean?” ® Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They
have had too much wine.” * Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what | say.

Acts 2:36-41

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”*” When the people heard this,
they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3 The promise is
for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.” 4 With many other words he warned them; and he
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” ! Those
who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day.

1. HAVE A REAL ENCOUNTER WITH THE RESURRECTED JESUS



Acts 1:1-4

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. Before the disciples could proclaim
the gospel, they had to experience the gospel.

2. HAVE AN ONGOING EXPERIENCE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. ° For John baptized
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. & But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

3. BE STRONG IN PRAYER
Acts 1:14

4 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.



4. BE GATHERING CONSISTENTLY WITH GOD’S PEOPLE
Acts 2:1; 2:46—47

“‘When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place...
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, ”

5. SEIZE DIVINE APPOINTMENTS
Acts 2:14

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd...”



