Transformed: Becoming a Spirit empowered witness

Luke 24:46-49

46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will

suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 4’ and repentance
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. #8 You are witnesses of these
things. 4°1 am going to send you what my Father has

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

Acts 1:4-8

40n one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. ® For
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.”® Then they gathered around him and asked



him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?”” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority. & But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

Acts 2

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them...

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. 1° These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine
in the morning! ¢ No, this is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel...

22“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This
man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to
death by nailing him to the cross. 2 But God raised him from the
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

Acts 4:8-13

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and
elders of the people! ° If we are being called to account today for
an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being
asked how he was healed, 1°then know this, you and all the
people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of



Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead, that this man stands before you healed. 't Jesus is

the stone you builders rejected,

which has become the cornerstone.’
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”

13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and
they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

Acts 4

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.3? All the believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their
own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When | came to you,
| did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as | proclaimed
to you the testimony about God. 2 For | resolved to know nothing
while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3|
came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, ° so that
your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.

Colossians 1:28-29

28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in



Christ. 2° To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy
Christ so powerfully works in me.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-7

> because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also
with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You

know how we lived among you for your sake. ® You became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in
the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy

Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia.

Principles for Application

A. Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit to empower us to be His
witnesses

B. When we are filled with the Spirit, we receive boldness to
share God'’s word

C.When we are filled with the Spirit, the Spirit leads us to have
divine appointments to share the gospel

D. Success in witnessing is taking the initiative to talk about
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results
to God

Claim the Promise and command of Luke 11:13 and Acts 1:8

13|f you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”






