
 

Being strong and courageous to step up and step out 

The context for stepping up and stepping out 

Deuteronomy 34:1-9, Joshua 1:1-2 

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of 
Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land—
from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the Negev and the 
whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as 
Zoar. 4 Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I 
have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”5 And 
Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had 
said. 6 He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this 
day no one knows where his grave is. 7 Moses was a hundred and twenty 
years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength 
gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty 
days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.9 Now Joshua son 
of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had 
commanded Moses….After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, 



the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: "Moses my servant is 
dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan 
River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 

 

“To glorify God by bearing remaining fruit through loving God and loving 
our neighbor” (John 15:7-8, Matthew 22:36-40) 

 

Joshua 1:1-9 

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, 
you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I 
am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised 
Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 
great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean 
Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you 
nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your 
lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have 
I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 

1. We need to be strong and courageous in believing God’s 
promises 

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised 
Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 



great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean 
Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you 
nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

 

2. We need to be strong and courageous in obeying God’s 
commands 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your 
lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  

 

3. We need to be strong and courageous in experiencing God’s 
presence 

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” 

 

 


