. JESUS IS THE BETTER WAY

Jesus is better (Hebrews 8-9)

® But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far
superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a far
better covenant with God, based on better promises. NLT

e Jesus is a better priest who mediates a better covenant based on
better promises

1. Better Priest

Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat down in the place of honor beside the
throne of the majestic God in heaven. 2There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true
place of worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands. (8:1-2)

" So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has
entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human hands
and is not part of this created world. ' With his own blood—not the blood of goats and
calves—he entered the Most Holy Place once for all time and secured our redemption forever.
(9:11-12)

2 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was only a copy of
the true one in heaven. He entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on our
behalf.# And he did not enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest here



on earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. ?¢If that
had been necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began.
But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own
death as a sacrifice. (9:24-26)

2. Better Mediator

13 Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse
people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. Just think how much more the blood of Christ will
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the
power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. ** That
is why he is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are
called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them
free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant (9:13-15)

3. Better Covenant

71f the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a second
covenant to replace it. 8 But when God found fault with the people, he said:

“The day is coming, says the LORD,
when | will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel and Judah.
9This covenant will not be like the one
| made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand
and led them out of the land of Egypt.
They did not remain faithful to my covenant,
so | turned my back on them, says the LORD.
19But this is the new covenant | will make
with the people of Israel on that day, says the LORD:



| will put my laws in their minds,
and | will write them on their hearts.

| will be their God,
and they will be my people.

" And they will not need to teach their neighbors,
nor will they need to teach their relatives,
saying, 'You should know the LORD.’

For everyone, from the least to the greatest,
will know me already.

12 And | will forgive their wickedness,
and | will never again remember their sins.”

13When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means he has made the first one obsolete. It
is now out of date and will soon disappear.

4. Better Promises



