
 

Storms Are Part of God’s Good and Holy Plan 

I. God allows storms to come into our lives 

We can become hardened, hurt, or humble 

Why does God allow storms to come into our lives? What is God’s 
purpose? 

II. To grow us in Christ-like character and conform us into the 
image of Christ 

James 1:2-4 

2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

Romans 5:3-5 

 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, 



because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

Hebrews 12:7-11 
 
7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are 
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject 
to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time 
as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may 
share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, 
but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields 
the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

Romans 8:28-29 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many brethren; 

 
III. To test our faith so that we trust in God and bring Him glory 

1 Peter 4:12-14 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to 
you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with 
exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you 

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 
 
8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which 
came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our 
strength, so that we despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence 



of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God 
who raises the dead; 10 who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and 
will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver 
us, 
 
 

IV. To enable us to be free from sin and to experience Christ’s 
resurrection power 
 

1 Peter 4:1-2 
 
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a 
result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God 
 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 
7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to 
keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, 
a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting 
myself! 8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave 
me. 9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am 
well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-12 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we 
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live 
are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 
of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in 
us, but life in you 



Philippians 3:10-12 

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain 
to the resurrection from the dead.12 Not that I have already obtained it or 
have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of 
that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

V. To give us the opportunity to receive an eternal reward 

1 Peter 1:3-7 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though 
tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ 

James 1:12 

12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been 
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to 
those who love Him. 

 

 
 


