
 

 

The Praying Like Elijah 

1. The prayer of Elijah 

James 5:17-18 

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it 
would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 
years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 

1 Kings 17 

17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As 
the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew 
nor rain in the next few years except at my word.”2 Then the word of 
the LORD came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 
Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have 
directed the ravens to supply you with food there.”5 So he did what 
the LORD had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, 
and stayed there. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the 
morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the 



brook.7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain 
in the land. 

1 Kings 18 

41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a 
heavy rain.” 42 So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the 
top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his 
knees.43 “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up 
and looked. “There is nothing there,” he said. Seven times Elijah said, “Go 
back.” 44 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a 
man’s hand is rising from the sea. ”So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch 
up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’” 45 Meanwhile, the 
sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and 
Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 46 The power of the LORD came on Elijah and, 
tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 

2. The example of Elijah 

James 5:16-18 

…The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.17 Elijah was a 
human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, 
and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

 

3. The prayer we can pray based on Elijah’s example 

James 5:16-18 

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly 
that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 
years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 

 



4. The prayers elders are to pray 

James 5:14-18 

14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray 
over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the 
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise 
them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess 
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.17 Elijah 
was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he 
prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

5. Who should pray based on Elijah’s prayer 

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let 
them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the 
elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name 
of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; 
the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be 
forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for 
three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 
the earth produced its crops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


