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Praying like Paul

1. Praying to know Jesus
Ephesians 1

For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all the saints, | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. | keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray also that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,

2. Praying to experience the love of Jesus
Ephesians 3

And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep
Is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge



3. Praying to experience the inner work of the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 3

| pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith.

4. Praying for people and churches
Philemon 1

| always thank my God as | remember you in my prayers, because | hear
about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. | pray that
you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full
understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. Your love has given
me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed
the hearts of the saints

Philippians 1

| thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, |
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus....And this is
my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may
be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of
God.

5. Praying for the virtues and character of Christ

Romans 15

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus



Christ...May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

6. Praying for the advance and proclamation of the gospel
Romans 10

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
may be saved.

Ephesians 6

Pray also for me, that whenever | open my mouth, words may be given me
so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which |
am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, as |
should.

Colossians 1

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us,
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim
the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. Pray that | may proclaim it
clearly, as | should

7. Prayers of doxology and praise
Romans 11

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who
has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who
has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through
him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Ephesians 3

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in



the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen

A Prayer to know and experience Jesus

Lord Jesus | love you. Thank you for your grace and mercy. Thank you for
saving me and sending your Holy Spirit to live inside of me. Jesus | want to
know you better. | want to experience the fullness of you in my life. Renew
my mind, my heart and my will through your Holy Spirit. Transform me into
your likeness and produce all of your fruit through my life. May your love
cover me, strengthen me and flow out of me. Jesus my | fully experience
you living through me your resurrection life. May | live in you and for you. In
Jesus name, amen



