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Spirit Empowered Victory 

Luke 4:1-15 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 
around by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the 
devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He 
became hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell 
this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘MAN 

SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.’” 5 And he led Him up and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, 
“I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to 
me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore if You worship before me, 

it shall all be Yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘YOU SHALL 

WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’” 9 And he led Him to 
Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 

Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 10 for it is 
written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD YOU,’ 

11 and, ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE 

YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’” 12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is 
said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’” 13 When the 
devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time. 

14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 
Him spread through all the surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in 

their synagogues and was praised by all. 

 

I. The Example of Jesus 

A. Jesus lived His life as a perfect man completely dependent upon God 
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John 5:19 

19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the 

Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does 

in like manner 

John 14 

10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 

abiding in Me does His works 

 

B. Jesus was full of the Spirit and led by the Spirit 

C. The Spirit enabled Jesus to rely upon God’s Word and resist temptation 

D. Being victorious over temptation, Jesus was empowered by the Spirit to 

accomplish God’s will 

 

II. The Spirit enables us to activate the Word and resist 

temptation 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as 

you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please 

God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more. 2 For you know 

what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

 

 

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 

from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his 

own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the 

Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud 

his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, 

just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not 

called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 8 So, he who 
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rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to 

you. 

 

Galatians 5:13-25 

13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom 
into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 

another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU 

SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 15 But if you bite and devour one 
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.16 But I 

say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 

 

 

17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the 
things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, 

carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God 

 

 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires.25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by 

the Spirit. 

 

III. Practicing spiritual victory 
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1. Asking for the Spirit (Luke 11:13) 

13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

Him?” 

 

2. Make a decision to put to death the flesh (Galatians 5:24, Romans 

8:12-13) 

24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 

12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, 

you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live 

 

3. Set your mind on the Spirit (Romans 8:5-7) 

5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the 

Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit 

is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; 

for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do 

so, 

 

4. Sow to the Spirit (Galatians 6:7-8) 

7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he 

will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 

reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap 

eternal life. 

 

5. Rely upon the Spirit and obey the Word (Luke 4:1-13, 1 Corinthians 

10:13) 
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Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 

around by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the 

devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He 

became hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell 

this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘MAN 

SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.’” 

 

13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; 

and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 

are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 

that you will be able to endure it. 


