TEMPTATION

How to allow temptation to destroy your life

2 Samuel 11:1-15
1. Take a break from the battle and have no accountability

Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that
David sent Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they
destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem.

2. Allow boredom and dissatisfaction to lead you to be looking

2Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around
on the roof of the king’'s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing;
and the woman was very beautiful in appearance.

3. Entertain your fantasies



3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is this
not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”

4. Act out on your unchecked strong desires

4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay
with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she
returned to her house.

5. Be confronted with your sin and not repent

> The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, “l am
pregnant.”

6. Try to cover up your sin and hope you don’t get caught

® Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab
sent Uriah to David. " When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning
the welfare of Joab and the people and the state of the war. @ Then David
said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” And Uriah
went out of the king’s house, and a present from the king was sent out after
him. ® But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of
his lord, and did not go down to his house. 1° Now when they told David,
saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have
you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your

house?” 1! Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying
in temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my house to eat and to drink
and to lie with my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, | will not do
this thing.” 2 Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here today also, and
tomorrow | will let you go.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and
the next. > Now David called him, and he ate and drank before him, and
he made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his bed with
his lord’s servants, but he did not go down to his house.



7. Compound your sin with more and greater sin

4 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand
of Uriah. 1*He had written in the letter, saying, “Place Uriah in the front line
of the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he may be struck down
and die.”

3 Scriptures of Hope
1 John 2:1-2

My dear children, | am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is
the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of
all the world.

Proverbs 4:23

Guard your heart above all else,
for it determines the course of your life.

Hebrews 4:15-16

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are,

yet without sin. 1® Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.



