How should a Christian respond to the evil in culture?

Examples

Abortion

Poverty and homelessness

Epidemic of fatherlessness

Alcohol and Drug abuse

Sexualization of public education

Abandonment of biblical marriage and sexual identity
Child abuse and the foster care system

Cultural shift in critical theory, identity politics and classism
Sex trafficking

5 ways Christians can engage culture

aRr0N~

Christ Against Culture

Christ of Culture

Christ Above Culture

Christ and Culture in Paradox
Christ the Transformer of Culture

Keep the main thing the main thing in engaging culture



1. Love God and love your neighbor
Matthew 22:36-40

36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 3" And He said
to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 3 This is the great and foremost
commandment. 3° The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 42 On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the

Prophets.”

2. Make disciples
Matthew 28:18-20

8 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. '°® Go therefore and make disciples

of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and
lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

3. Shine your light
Matthew 5:14-16

14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; ' nor
does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house. '® Let your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.

4. Be in the world but not of the world
John 17:15-18

51 do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the
evil one. 1® They are not of the world, even as | am not of the

world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. ' As You sent Me
into the world, | also have sent them into the world.



5. Realize it is a spiritual battle so pray and fight with spiritual
weapons

Ephesians 6:10-20

1% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. "' Put on
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against

the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the

heavenly places. ® Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will
be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand

firm. 4 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth,

and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, '®and

having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; '¢in
addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 7 And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.'® With

all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the

saints. " and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the
opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel,?® for which | am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it |
may speak boldly, as | ought to speak

6. Overcome evil with good
Romans 12:18-21

18 1f possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with alll

men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,” says the
Lord. 2° “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him
a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 2! Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Il. Engage Culture from a Christ-centered perspective

7. Get all the facts and think biblically and critically



Colossians 2:8

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, #for
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses. ° We are destroying speculations and every lofty
thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every
thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

8. Exercise your constitutional rights

9. Be open to a calling from God to a special assignment



