
Praying with Authority 

 

Authority is the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce 

obedience. Biblically this is Jesus’ position, power and right. Jesus 

delegates His authority to believers in order to win the spiritual battle and 

be His representatives bringing His kingdom and will on earth. 

 

1. The authority of our identity in Christ 

Galatians 2:20 

20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me 

Colossians 2:9-3:4 

9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you 
have been made complete, and He is the head over every ruler and 

authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision 
performed without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the 

circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which 



you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 
who raised Him from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in your 

wrongdoings and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our wrongdoings, 14 having 

canceled the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was 
hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a 

public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him…Therefore, since you have been raised with Christ, keep 

seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that 

are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with Him in glory. 

Ephesians 1:19-2:6 

19 and what is the boundless greatness of His power toward us who 
believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His 
might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the 

dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all 
things in subjection under His feet, and made Him head over all things to 

the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
2 And you were dead in your offenses and sins, 2 in which you previously 

walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. 3 Among them we too all previously lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, just as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we 

were dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

 

2. The authority of being adopted into God’s family as sons and 

heirs 



Romans 8:14-17 

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 

God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 

but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, 

“Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be 

glorified with Him. 

Galatians 4 

4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were 

under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons 6 Because you 

are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying out, 

“Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

 

3. The authority of being appointed and sent out in Jesus name 

Luke 10 

Now after this the Lord appointed seventy-two others, and sent them in 
pairs ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to 

come. 2 And He was saying to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into His harvest…  8 Whatever city you enter and they receive 
you, eat what is served to you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say 
to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’…16 “The one who 

listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; but the 
one who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.” 17 Now the seventy-two 
returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name!” 18 And He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to walk on snakes and 

scorpions, and authority over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will 
injure you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject 

to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.” 

 



4. The authority of God’s promises 

Matthew 16:18-19 

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have 

been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 

loosed in heaven.” 

Mark 11:22-24 

22 And Jesus answered and *said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly I say 

to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the 

sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is 

going to happen, it will be granted to him. 24 Therefore, I say to you, all 

things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, 

and they will be granted to you. 

1 John 5:14-15 

14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears 

us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have 

asked from Him. 

John 14:12-14 

12 Truly, truly I say to you, the one who believes in Me, the works that I do, 

he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I am 

going to the Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, this I will do, so 

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My 

name, I will do it. 

 

5. The authority of the full armor of God 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against 

the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of 

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 



heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will 
be able to resist on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, having belted your waist with truth, and 

having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having strapped on 
your feet the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 in addition to all, taking 

up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.18 With every prayer and request, pray 

at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be alert with all perseverance 
and every request for all the saints 

 

6. The authority of Jesus’ prayer pattern 

Matthew 6:9-13 

“Pray, then, in this way: 

‘Our Father, who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 

10 Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ 

 

 

 


