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prologue
Confused, I looked down at the spot that I had left him. I didn’t 
know whether to be scared or relieved. Since I was a boy, I 
remember the words of our great teacher Moses about serving 
the poor. “You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not 
be grudging when you give to him, because for this the Lord your 
God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 
For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I 
command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, 
to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ I sure could use 
some blessing in the work I am undertaking. Yet, in all my efforts 
to daily help this crippled man by carrying him to the temple 
gates, I have not seen this so-called “blessing.” 
 
Have I not served this man, Lord? Haven’t I done it without 
complaining?! Every day I toil to provide for my family! If you 
would help me, I could just give this man money myself! It’s not 
my job to search for a missing crippled beggar! I did what was 
commanded! I just—
 
There he is. 
 
Standing. No, not standing. Dancing! But--how? 
 
It’s those fishermen from Galilee that he is with, the ones that 
had been with the teacher, Jesus, whom the Romans crucified. 
The same ones that not long ago were speaking the wonders of 
God in many languages! I had heard that Jesus had done some 
amazing miracles—healing the lame, giving the blindsight, and 
even raising the dead—but he is gone. Or is he? 
 
Huh. Could these poor, simple, fishermen have the same power? 
It was just at that moment that the man, no longer crippled, saw 
me at the gate. He locked eyes with me and smiled bigger than 
any smile I had ever seen, and I could not help but smile back.  
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Starting this 5-week community group study, you likely 
have a wide variety of emotions going through your head 
and your heart right now. Some of you are beyond excited 
and rejoicing that this study is finally here. You have been 
looking up new dessert recipes, printed out custom prayer 
request charts, and already comprised your email and 
text distribution lists for the group! Some of you may be 
terrified, and you are questioning why in the world you’ve 
decided to do this. Wherever you are now, allow us to share 
one thing we know with great confidence—you and your 
group will be blessed because you stepped out in faith!  
 
We have a specific encouragement for you: YOU CAN DO 
THIS! Our enemy, the devil, would want you to believe that 
you can’t or that you should be afraid, but God is with you, 
and He has great plans for you and each person in your 
group! The Bible states that “[You] can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens [you]” (Philippians 4:13). The Lord 
proclaims over you, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
 
In addition, you are not alone. Take full advantage of the 
Church that God has put around you. Reach out to fellow 
hosts, key volunteers, leaders, or church staff. We all want 
to come alongside you and help you be successful! Don’t 
try to do this in isolation, but instead, link arms with your 
brothers and sisters!  
 
May the Spirit of the Lord be upon you as you host and 
shepherd the group of people God has entrusted to you! 
Blessings! 

a word to hosts/
leaders of the group
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how to get the most 
out of this study
To make the most of this study, here are some important 
suggestions:
 

1.	 First of all, the best way to get the most out of this 
study is ENGAGE. Come to your community group 
ready to listen and ready to discuss! Bring your Bible 
or a device with the Bible on it, along with something 
to take notes. If you are distracted or closed off, we 
can guarantee that this experience won’t be all that 
it can be for you.  

 

2.	 Secondly, make an intentional effort to do the APPLY 
exercises for each week. Each of these exercises 
put the teaching for that week into practice. By 
participating, you are not only driving the wisdom 
received into your mind and heart but you likely will 
be blessed and bless others.

 

3.	 Thirdly, come as you are and don’t let this study 
burden you! This workbook is to be a refreshing, 
thought-provoking, easy-to-use aid for discussion 
and study. Don’t be afraid to ask questions! 
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introduction
Welcome to Advancement: Moving in Authority and Confidence, a 
5-session small groups curriculum from Crossline Community 
Church. Although you can do this curriculum individually, it is 
best in the context of a small group of people. We pray that 
this content will bless you and assist you in your process of 
discipleship. 
 
In Advancement, we will have the chance to look closely at Acts 
chapters 3 and 4 and get a picture of how a community, filled 
with the Holy Spirit of Jesus, acts. Jesus said in Matthew 16 that 
He was going to build a church that would prevail against the 
gates of hell. Never for an instant was He intending to build 
a church that would walk timidly and fearfully in the world, 
shrinking back from opposition. He was going to build a church 
that would be filled with the power of God to forcefully advance 
against demonic strongholds and the afflictions of a broken 
world. In this series, we will get the chance to see how believers 
in Jesus can move confidently, with authority, to claim territory 
amongst the broken and the lost, against the opposition and 
within the church. 
 
In addition to the written content, videos accompany each 
session, and you can access them by going to 
www.crosslinechurch.com/advancement.
 
PART 3 OF A SERIES OF CURRICULA on ACTS 1-4
 
Some of you are starting this study as a continuation of the 
other two studies that preceded it. However, if not, that’s okay! 
Each of the studies can, indeed, stand-alone. If you enjoy this 
study, I will encourage you to go back and do the other two 
parts that complete this collection. Part 1is called Expectation: 
Living as Children of Promise and centers around Acts, chapter 1. 
Part 2 picks up where Expectation leaves off in Acts, chapter 2 
and is called Outpouring: Unleashed with Holy Spirit Power. All of 
these studies are uniform in format and produced by Crossline 
Community Church.  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session 1
CLAIMING TERRITORY AMONGST THE 

BROKEN (ACTS 3:1-10)
“What I have, I give you…” These words spoken by the Apostle 
Peter in Acts 3:6 are far more powerful than many may realize, 
considering what transpired just a chapter earlier. For it is 
the Holy Spirit of Jesus whom Peter and John now have. Peter 
and John had followed Jesus throughout His ministry and 
saw countless miracles done by Him. Now that authority over 
brokenness and affliction was theirs through the Holy Spirit. 
Is our authority in Christ the first thing we think of when we 
encounter hurting people? Or are we conditioned to think about 
fixing it with money, programs, or professional help? Though 
these things aren’t wrong and have their place, what would 
happen if we, in faith, began to give the Holy Spirit the chance 
to move. Could it be possible that we would see more of the 
“greater works” that Jesus talked about in John 14:12?

 
START BY WATCHING THE VIDEO FOR 

ADVANCEMENT: SESSION 1 
FOUND AT CROSSLINECHURCH.COM/ADVANCEMENT

READ
 
Open your Bible and read the following scriptures aloud as a 
group, taking a moment between each scripture to make some 
quick observations.
 

Acts 3:1-10
 
John 14:10-14
 
John 5:2-9
 
Isaiah 58:6-12
 
Psalms 140:12
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DISCUSS
 
1.	 Based on the scriptures you just read, how does God 

feel about poor, needy, broken, and   oppressed 
people? How should this guide a Christian’s behavior? 

2.	 Is it difficult for you to pray for people in need? Why or 
why not?

3.	 How do you think Jesus wants His followers to engage 
with people in need?  

4.	 What promises does the Lord give us regarding 
our actions toward the poor, needy, broken, and 
oppressed? 

5.	 Why is having faith so important to the follower of Jesus 
who is engaging with hurting people?

 

APPLY
 
This week, find an opportunity to pray with someone in need—
physically, mentally, financially, socially, etc. When you pray, 
remind yourself of the truth of John 14:10-14 and try and pray 
more boldly in light of that truth. 
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“No terms except complete and unconditional surrender can be 
accepted,” were the words spoken by Union Brigadier General 
and later U.S. President Ulysses S. Grant after his victory over 
the Confederate armies at Fort Donelson. Grant had positioned 
a fleet of warships behind Fort Donelson and made a strong 
advance against his opponent to capture the fort at just the 
right time. This was the first momentous victory that gave way 
to a long series of victories by the Union armies and the ultimate 
defeat of the Confederacy.  
 
Many historic battles were won because of a leader’s ability 
to act at the right time and place. Similarly, opportunities to 
proclaim the Gospel come across our path more often than 
we are aware of in our faith journey. However, walking in the 
Holy Spirit gives us the ability always to be “battle-ready.” Not 
only can the Holy Spirit give us eyes to see the opportunities, 
but also the confidence to not hesitate in our Advancement 
of the Gospel of Jesus. When the opportunity arises for Peter 
and John in Acts 3, they saw it, and they act (v. 12). If we want 
to take territory amongst the lost, we must live “not as unwise 
but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the 
days are evil” (Eph. 5:15b-16). With a well-placed, Spirit-guided 
proclamation of the Gospel, Peter and John see many people 
come to believe (4:4).

 
START BY WATCHING THE VIDEO FOR 

ADVANCEMENT: SESSION 2
FOUND AT CROSSLINECHURCH.COM/ADVANCEMENT

session 2
CLAIMING TERRITORY AMONGST THE LOST 

(ACTS 3:11-4:4)
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READ
 
Open your Bible and read the following scriptures aloud as a 
group, taking a moment between each scripture to make some 
quick observations.
 

Acts 3:11-4:4
 
Rom. 10:11-15
 
Mark 16:15-16
 
Ephesians 5:8-16
 
1 Peter 3:15-18

DISCUSS
 
1.	 What created the opportunity for Peter and John to 

share the Gospel of Jesus in Acts 3? 

2.	 What do you notice about how Peter and John shared 
the Gospel? How do you see this relating to what Peter 
states in 1 Pet. 3:15-16?

3.	 In Acts 3:17, Peter recognizes that the Jewish 
people and leadership “acted in ignorance” in their 
condemnation of Jesus. Reflect on Eph. 5:8-16. What is 
the responsibility of the follower of Jesus, considering 
those who are acting in ignorance?

4.	 What keeps us as followers of Jesus from talking about 
the truth of Jesus with lost people? 

5.	 How does the Holy Spirit help us with this task of 
claiming territory amongst the lost? 
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APPLY
 
This week, find a way to share your testimony with someone 
that doesn’t know Jesus. One way to do this is to share a short 
video or written post on your social media accounts. For 
others, it may mean writing out something and posting it on 
the message board in your office. Even others, it may mean a 
phone call to an old friend that doesn’t know your story. This 
task will be far more difficult for some of you, but lean into the 
challenge and leave the results to God. You can do it! 4:10-14 
and try and pray more boldly in light of that truth. 
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Fear comes from insecurity. When we question our safety--
physical, emotional, financial, psychological, or otherwise—we 
can drift to acting out of fear. We’ve all experienced it. Maybe 
you froze up when you were on that climbing wall. Perhaps you 
withheld the whole truth when sharing something with your 
boss. Perhaps you didn’t stand up for what was right when 
your friends did something you knew was wrong. In our life as 
Christians, the more that we know WHO it is that lives within us, 
the more secure and confident we can be in the world around 
us. 

When Peter and John state in 4:19, “judge for yourselves 
whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God,” 
they were acknowledging the fact that God was a greater and 
more powerful authority than their opposers. When we, as 
believers, fear God more than we fear man and behave as such 
with obedience to God, it frustrates evil men. With confidence 
in the Holy Spirit, submitted Christians do not capitulate to 
evil. Jesus tells us not to fear when brought into challenging 
situations, telling us that the Holy Spirit will intercede on our 
behalf (Matt. 10:19-20). Paul also reminds us that we are more 
than conquerors through Christ (Rom. 8:37). 

 
START BY WATCHING THE VIDEO FOR 

ADVANCEMENT: SESSION 3
FOUND AT CROSSLINECHURCH.COM/ADVANCEMENT

session 3
CLAIMING TERRITORY AMONGST THE 

OPPOSITION (ACTS 4:5-22)
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READ
 
Open your Bibles and read the following scriptures aloud as a 
group, taking a moment between each scripture to make some 
quick observations.
 

Acts 4:5-22
 
Matthew 16:17-19
 
Matthew 10:19-20
 
Romans 8:31-37

 
DISCUSS
 

1.	 Why do you think Peter and John are able to be so bold 
when challenged by the Jewish leaders here in Acts 4?

2.	 When considering Peter and John’s situation, why 
couldn’t the Jewish leaders stop the message from 
spreading? What did Peter and John do, and what did 
God do? 

3.	 In what ways do we, as followers of Jesus, experience 
opposition in our world today? In what ways are you 
experiencing opposition personally?

4.	 How can we grow in our confidence, knowing that God 
is with us and will assist us in situations where our faith 
is challenged?

5.	 What is your biggest takeaway from this session?

6.	 What can oppose God and win? (This should be an 
obvious answer, but if you need help, look at Rom. 8:31-
37). 
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REFLECT
 
Did you have a chance to share your testimony last week? How 
was that for you? Does anything happen as a result?
 
APPLY
 
You can choose to do this as a group or individually. Take 
some time to think through some of the personal fears or 
insecurities you have and write them down on paper. Then, 
take the paper and lay it on the floor or table in front of you 
and offer your fears/insecurities to the Lord. In the name of 
Jesus, declare their power over you broken and useless to our 
enemy, the devil
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We have an enemy who is terrified of a Spirit-empowered 
church. From that understanding, we ought not to be surprised 
that the enemy is seeking to infiltrate and divide churches. He 
also is seeking to neutralize believers, keeping them from being 
fully activated in the power and purpose of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, even territories can be claimed within churches, 
and we must seek to expose and break the enemy’s lies. The 
moment that we read about in Acts 4:23-31 is one of the most 
exciting moments of the Bible as we observe a community of 
believers raising their voices, as one, in prayer. In response, 
the Lord shakes the place they were meeting. Can you imagine 
being there in that instance? How would that have hit you? It 
gives a lot of understanding to what happens with the church 
throughout the rest of the book of Acts. 
 
Believers together, praying with authority and confidence, leave 
little room for the enemy to infiltrate. “And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18)

 
START BY WATCHING THE VIDEO FOR 

ADVANCEMENT: SESSION 4
FOUND AT CROSSLINECHURCH.COM/ADVANCEMENT

session 4
CLAIMING TERRITORY WITHIN THE CHURCH 

(ACTS 4:23-31)
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READ
 
Open your Bibles and read the following scriptures aloud as a 
group, taking a moment between each scripture to make some 
quick observations.
 

Acts 4:23-31
 
1 Timothy 3:15
 
Acts 11:19-23
 
1 Corinthians 6:6-8
 
James 3:17-4:3
 
Revelation 2:8-11and 3:7-13

 

DISCUSS

1.	 What do you notice about how these believers pray in 
4:24? What other observations can you make about the 
way they pray?

2.	 Paul calls the church the pillar and foundation of the 
truth in 1 Timothy 3. What do you think that means?

3.	 How does the devil try and divide churches?

4.	 Based on what you read, how can we thwart the devil’s 
attempts and remain united and strong? 
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5.	 Jesus speaks to seven churches in Revelation 
Chapters 2-3. The church in Smyrna and the church in 
Philadelphia, which you read about, are the churches 
in which Jesus has no criticism. Looking at Acts 4:23-31, 
what is it about these two churches that make them 
different? What are some distinctions of a healthy, 
advancing church? 

6.	 What can oppose God and win? (This should be an 
obvious answer, but if you need help, look at Rom. 8:31-
37). 

REFLECT
 
How was that experience of laying down your fears/insecurities 
for you last week? 
 

APPLY
 
This week, send an encouraging text/email/letter to each of 
the other members of your group. You can do it all at once or 
send it over several days, but make sure everyone gets one. 
Encouragement is something we all need and is remarkably 
important to deepening relationships. 
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My best friend growing up was awakened to his love for writing 
music when he was a teenager. He would spend hours in 
front of his piano, making all sorts of melodies and sounds. 
He went to school for Music Composition at a prestigious art 
college. I remember talking to him on the phone as he, with 
wild enthusiasm, would tell me about his progression toward 
becoming a composer. First, it was a 6-piece ensemble, then a 
12-piece, then 20, and finally a full 40-piece chamber orchestra! 
“I can’t even begin to tell you how amazing it is to hear my music 
played by 40 musicians!” Don’t you think this is the same heart 
of our Heavenly Composer?
 
One believer, empowered with the Holy Spirit and walking with 
authority and confidence, can do incredible things. A community 
of people empowered with the Holy Spirit and walking with 
authority and confidence can shake the world. Is that not what 
happened here in Acts? Jesus told them back in the beginning 
of the church, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). 
As Christians, we are here studying God’s word today because 
the Holy Spirit’s work with these men and women in Acts. That 
same Spirit lives in you and me, and the Kingdom will continue 
to advance through us when we are united and submitted to His 
power. So, friend, take up the sword of the Spirit and ADVANCE!

 
START BY WATCHING THE VIDEO FOR 

ADVANCEMENT: SESSION 5
FOUND AT CROSSLINECHURCH.COM/ADVANCEMENT

session 5
A COMMUNITY OF CLAIMERS (ACTS 4:32-37)
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READ
 
Open your Bibles and read the following scriptures aloud as a 
group, taking a moment between each scripture to make some 
quick observations.
 

Acts 4:32-37
 
Acts 2:42-47
 
Ephesians 1:15-23
 
Ephesians 2:14-22
 
Colossians 2:2-5
 
Romans 12:9-13

 

DISCUSS

1.	 Why do you think it was significant that the believers 
were one in heart and mind?

2.	 In Acts 4:33, you see the use of the word “grace.” What 
role does grace play in a strong, advancing community 
of believers?

3.	 What is Paul praying for in Eph. 1:15-23? What stood out 
to you amongst those verses? Why?

4.	 What would happen if we lived out Acts 4:32-35 today? 
Try to get specific. 

5.	 How can your group be a catalyst for this type of 
community? 
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REFLECT
 
What were some of the most meaningful moments/
experiences as you have moved through this study? 
 

APPLY
 
Be sure to close out this study by joining together in prayer…
 
Pray for unity…
Pray for power…
Pray for confidence…
Pray for opportunity…
Thank Him for His grace!
 
Now get out there!
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ingredients for a 
great group
Whether you have been a part of a group like this before or 
not, please take a look at the following guidelines to help 
your group function to its greatest possible potential. 

•	 Don’t Miss it!  This first tip is a big one! As a 
community group, commit not to miss a gathering! 
And be on time! If you are going to miss or be late, 
make it a commitment to let your host/group know 
ahead of time! (Not an hour before the group 
starts!) 

•	 Assign a timekeeper! Within the group, someone 
appreciates organization and timeliness—assign 
this person to be the timekeeper for group time 
together. Permit this person to move things along 
to make sure everything gets done, and the group 
ends on time.  

•	 Keep it Confidential! One of the beautiful things 
about Community Groups is the deep, meaningful 
conversation that happens. A definitive rule for 
your group that everyone ought to agree on is to 
keep sensitive things that are shared confidential! 

•	 R-E-S-P-E-C-T!  Your group comprises all sorts of 
people that come from all kinds of backgrounds—
it’s one of the great features of your group! As 
a group, commit to making your group a safe 
environment with mutual respect. Respect not 
only your fellow group members and your host but 
also the property of who’s home you are meeting!
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•	 Have Fun!  Don’t forget to have fun! Laugh! Play 
games! You can even make specific space for that 
stuff! 

•	 EAT UP!! Food always provides a sense of comfort 
and unity in group settings, so whether it’s a full 
meal, snacks, dessert, or coffee—Eat up!

•	 Take Turns! Many groups find ways for members 
to take turns on things such as providing food, 
leading prayer requests, texting reminders, or 
opening their home for the group. It’s always 
healthy to not have one person in charge of 
something every time. (You can even assign a 
group member to coordinate this). 

•	 Find your groove!  Here is what is essential to 
know—no community group is the same, and 
that’s okay! As a group, find your groove on how 
you do things and stick with it. 

•	 Don’t let kids control! If you are a group with kids, 
make group time a priority. It’s easy to become 
overwhelmed with kids and their schedules 
and babysitters, but don’t let that control your 
involvement! As a group, figure out the best 
scenario for childcare early on so that you can fully 
participate in the group. (E.g. Individual babysitters, 
group babysitter(s), putting on a movie in the back 
room, etc.)
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commitment 
contract
(Some groups may want to consider utilizing this simple 
commitment contract as a way of keeping each other 
accountable to healthy group participation.)

•	 I commit to taking this group seriously. 

•	 I commit to being intentional with my attendance 
to this group. 

•	 I commit to engaging in conversation. 

•	 I commit to respecting my fellow group members 
and keeping everything I hear confidential. 

•	 I commit to being honest. 

•	 I commit to all the things listed above because I 
value community, and I desire to grow closer to all 
those in my group. 

Sign: ____________________________________ Date: ___________
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how to access an 
excellent bible study 
resource:
RightNow Media is your all-inclusive ticket to tens of 
thousands of streaming videos with vetted and fantastic 
Christian content. The wide breadth of content is available 
via a web browser or the app available for iOS, Android, 
Roku TV, Apple TV, and Fire TV.

Furthermore, you can access content simultaneously with 
others, all online, with RightNow Media Virtual Groups.  

TO START YOUR RIGHTNOW MEDIA EXPERIENCE:

In a web browser:

1. Go to Crosslinechurch.com/Community-groups

2. Find the link to gain RightNow Media access

3. Create an account, log in, and you are ready to 
Go!

On your phone:

1. Text “RightNow Crossline” to 41411.

2. Create an account, and you are ready to go!

We encourage you to look around the many different 
libraries for content that is appealing to you! Happy 
browsing!
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other crossline 
groups resources
If you enjoyed this series, you might also enjoy the other 
small group studies produced by Crossline Community 
Church. Small-Group workbooks are available at Crossline 
Community Church. You can access all the content and 
arrange a pickup of hardcopy workbooks by going to 
Crosslinechurch.com/community-groups

The Man. The Myth. The Legend.
Getting to Know the Real Jesus

XII
Experiencing your Best Relationship with God and 
Others

FAITH
Against All Hope
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creating a multiplying 
group

“Every day, they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

The traditional and most widely accepted understanding 
of a small group in western culture is that it is a place for 
you to find friends from your church that you can grow 
close to over the course of years as you study the Bible. It 
is a social gathering with a spiritual emphasis. Then, once 
you find the right mix of friends, you protect it so that 
you can have an inner-circle community that you can do 
life with; we believe this is a central part of small groups. 
However, this definition is not fully complete and is lacking 
the missional purpose of a small group. As we see in the 
passage above, the Lord added daily those who were being 
saved as a response to the fellowship of believers meeting 
in their homes and in the temple courts. As a follower of 
Jesus, isn’t that your greatest hope? People being saved? 
If we collectively share this hope, we must acknowledge 
that it needs to be a core emphasis of our small group 
gatherings. 

Similarly, small groups of believers must also have the 
same heart and attitude as Christ, who compassionately 
saw the crowds of Israel as “sheep without a shepherd” 
(Matt. 9:36) and who pulled the outcasts and overlooked 
into community with him. So, whether it’s someone lost 
in sin or an unincluded brother or sister, small groups of 
God’s people must have open doors. 
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Anything healthy and attractive will grow. If your group is 
healthy, you should expect it to grow. Our job is not to stifle 
growth and, with prayerful discernment, seek out the will 
of God for our group. That said, here are five helpful tips 
that you can weave into the leadership of your group that 
will create a culture of multiplication while still maintaining 
closeness with those in the group. 

•	 Communicate and Meta-Message the vision: One 
of the essential parts of creating a multiplying group 
is to be clear about the mission and purpose of your 
group. This means that it would be wise to communicate 
the vision for your group at the start of each new study 
and check in with your group members about that 
vision. You also can meta-message the vision in group 
discussion throughout each study. 

•	 Stay Flexible: Be very careful not to get too rigid in 
the structure or makeup of your group, which would 
prohibit newcomers from participating and stunt 
growth. Instead, be flexible to change things up and be 
checking in with your group members often.

•	 Celebrate newcomers: If you or one of your group 
members happens to (after first notifying the group) 
bring a newcomer, celebrate their participation! Be 
sure to extend loving hospitality that makes them feel 
genuinely welcome. Do your very best, as a group, not 
to come off as cliquey or exclusive. 

•	 Train up the members of your group: As a leader, 
you should always be seeking to train the group 
members to lead as well. You can do this by asking 
them to facilitate conversation, lead prayer, set up the 
meeting schedule, select and lead a study, etc. Then be 
sure to follow up with them about it. If you are doing 
everything yourself, you are not creating a multiplying 
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group. 

•	 Plant seeds of leadership: One of the biggest reasons 
people do not lead or serve in ways they are capable of 
is that they are not asked. As you begin to notice certain 
members of the group evidencing leadership skills and 
spiritual maturity, it may be time to ask them if they 
would consider leading a group of their own. That can 
mean passing the torch of leadership to them OR having 
them start their own group OR splitting/subgrouping 
the group (which is growing) and having them lead the 
other group out of the split. 

Having a multiplying group that you truly see people 
connected and brought to salvation through is wildly 
rewarding. I fully understand that it may seem to 
be disruptive to the closeness of your group. Still, 
counterintuitively, it brings a group much closer as you 
engage in mission together and see God working through 
it. Don’t feel like you have to start over every time your 
group grows, but rather just pull people on board for the 
journey that you are already on and trust the Holy Spirit! 
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Jordan Gash is the Community Life Pastor at Crossline 
Community Church in Laguna Hills, CA. He graduated 
from Azusa Pacific Seminary with an M.A. in Pastoral 
Studies. Jordan has been working in both the Church and 
Christian organizational spheres since 2006. In his role as 
Community Life Pastor, Jordan oversees and shepherds a 
vast network of Community Groups. He has contributed 
to multiple adult small group curricula, including the other 
two parts of this Acts Series, as well as co-authoring FAITH: 
Against All Hope and XII: Experiencing your Best Life with God 
and Others. As a speaker at conferences and camps, he 
is passionate about encouraging practical application to 
Biblical truths. He is married to his wife, Alexandra, and 
has three young sons.

CROSSLINE COMMUNITY CHURCH:

Located in Laguna Hills, California, Crossline is a safe place 
to hear a life-changing message.  

With an emphasis on studying God’s word and living out the 
gospel message, Crossline is committed to helping people 
come to know Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. If 
you have questions, we are here to help. Do not hesitate 
to set up some time to meet with our pastoral staff. Our 
contact information is below.
 
Whether this is your first time doing a small group study 
or being a founding member of our church, you are a 
vital part of Crossline. Everyone matters to God. Everyone 
matters to us.
 

about the editor
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At Crossline, our mission is to love God, love people, and 
have a blast! If this is your first time hearing about us, we 
invite you to join us for a Sunday service or one of our 
special events! Go to crosslinechuch.com for details, and 
be sure to stop by our Welcome Center. We’d love to meet 
you!
 
Sunday Services:

Main Services
 

9:00am & 11:00am – Worship Center
5:00 pm (Young Adults/Summit) – Fellowship Center

 
Classic Service (Traditional)
 

 9:00 am – Chapel
 
Information:

23331 Moulton Parkway
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
(949) 916-0250
www.crosslinechurch.com
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