
 
 

Part 1 
 

Why is there a marital reference to Christ and the bride? 
 

Why is the local church important? 
 

 EPHESISANS 5:22-33  

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 
its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish.[a] 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are 
members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let 
each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband. 

Why is there a martial reference to Christ and the bride? 
 
 

Bernard of Clairvaux 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=EPHESIANS+5%3A22-33+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29315a


"No poison or sword ought to terrify you as much as the lust for domination"  
MATTHEW 21:28-31 

 
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward 
he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. 
And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 

 
HEBREW 10:24-25 

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 
 

 
1 PETER 4:10  

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 

 
God's commands are our call to obedience 

 
So how are we using our gifts and time edifying the church? 
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