
 

The Prayer that Changed the Church and can Change the World 

I. Jesus prays for supernatural contagious unity (John 17:9-26) 

9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have 
given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is 
mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world 
no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, 
so that they may be one as we are one.  

 

 

12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name 
you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled.13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these 
things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of 
my joy within them.  

 

 



14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  

 

 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth.  

 

 

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For 
them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.20 “My prayer is 
not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I 
am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.  

 

 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 

 

 

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and 
to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before 
the creation of the world. 

 

 



25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and 
will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may 
be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

 

A. That they may be one….Jesus’ prayer is dominated by His request 

for our supernatural unity.  

 

B. That the world may believe the Father sent the Son…our unity results 

in the world believing and knowing that the Father sent the Son and 

the Father loves us as the Father loves the Son 

 

C. Church unity is a force multiplier for advancing the kingdom of God 

and fulfilling the Great Commission 

 

 

 

 

II. Jesus’ prayer is answered (Acts 2:38-47) 

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who 
are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day. 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued 



to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved. 

 

 

A. There is God’s part and our part to supernatural contagious unity 

 

1. We need a shared conversion to Christ 

 

2. We need a consistent commitment to godly habits 

 

 

3. We need an expectation and experience of the miraculous 

 

4. We need to practice other-centered generosity 

 

 

5. We need relational connection in doing life together 

 

6. We need a heart and expressions of praise to God 

 

 

7. We need to shine our light and bless our neighbors 

 

B. God’s part: “…And the Lord added to their number daily those who 

were being saved.” 

 


