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1 Thessalonians 5:23-28 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it. 
25 Brothers, pray for us. 

26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 
27 I put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
 

The Nature of It 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely… 

 
1 Peter 1:14-16 

14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as 
he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be 

holy, for I am holy.” 
 

“How little people know who think holiness is dull. When one meets the real thing…it is 
irresistible.” –C.S. Lewis 

 
“Holiness is a most beautiful and lovely thing. We drink in strange notions of holiness from our 

childhood, as if it were a melancholy, morose, sour and unpleasant thing; but there is nothing in 
it but what is sweet and ravishingly lovely.” –Jonathan Edwards 

 
 

The Scope of It 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 



…may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
 

The Sure Hope of It 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it. 
 

“If we let Him—for we can prevent Him, if we choose—He will make the feeblest and filthiest of 
us into a god or goddess, a dazzling, radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such 
energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot now imagine, a bright stainless mirror which 
reflects back to God perfectly (though, of course, on a smaller scale) His own boundless power 

and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in parts very painful, but that is what we 
are in for. Nothing less. He meant what He said.”—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 
Colossians 1:19-20 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 
 


