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we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this
we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
13 But
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this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord
himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
15 For
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For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep.
What almost all historians agree on:
1. Jesus’ tomb was found to be empty three days after Jesus’ burial
2. Jesus’ followers and others claimed to have interacted with the risen Jesus
3. Nearly all of Jesus’ disciples died for their claims of the resurrection and none of them
took it back under torture and execution

1 Corinthians 15
I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to
one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
3 For

“In not one single case do we hear the slightest mention of the disappointed followers claiming
that their hero had been raised from the dead. They knew better. Resurrection was not a
private event. Jewish revolutionaries whose leader had been executed by the authorities, and
who managed to escape arrest themselves, had two options: give up the revolution, or find
another leader. Claiming that the original leader was alive again was simply not an option.
Unless of course, he was.” –N.T. Wright, Who was Jesus?
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we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
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encourage one another with these words.

