Growing followers of Jesus have a trial-tested faith

Psalm 126
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like streams in the Negeb!
5
Those who sow in tears
shall reap with shouts of joy!
6
He who goes out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
bringing his sheaves with him
Matthew 5
10

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you
John 16

32

Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be
scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not
alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the world.”
Romans 5
5 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.
2 Corinthians 4
6

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted,
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in
our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal
flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.
2 Corinthians 12
7

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.
8
Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.
9
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake
of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Hebrews 5:7-8
7

In the days of His humanity, He offered up both prayers and pleas
with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and
He was heard because of His devout behavior. 8 Although He was a Son,
He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.
Hebrews 12
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your
struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as
sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
7

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons.
For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left
without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject
to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as
it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may
share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather
than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it
James 1
2

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing.5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask
in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea
that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose
that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways
1 Peter 1
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 4
Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with
the same purpose, because the one who has suffered in the flesh has
ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for
human lusts, but for the will of God… 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at
the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as
though something strange were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that
you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that at
the revelation of His glory you may also rejoice and be overjoyed. 14 If you
are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory, and of God, rests upon you… 19 Therefore, those also who suffer
according to the will of God are to entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

1. Trials, pain and sadness are a real part of life

2. The testing of our faith is a blessing from God

3. We pass the faith test as we persevere in obedience

