
 
 

Growing followers of Jesus have healthy relationships with one 
another in the community of the church 

John 13:34-35  
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

John 17:20-23  
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 
me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, 
that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

 

 



Acts 2:41-47  

41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls.42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 

Ephesians 4:1-16  

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace… 11 And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we 
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love 

 

 

 

 



Romans 12:4-16  

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the 
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; 
the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.14 Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in 
your own sight.  

 

Hebrews 10:23-25  

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near. 

 

Philippians 2:1-5 

Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make 
my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness 
or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more important 
than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which 
was also in Christ Jesus, 



 

 

1. Becoming a Christ follower changes our relationship with God 
and with one another 

 

2. God has designed us to live our new life in Christ within the 
community of the Church 
 
 

3. We are commanded and called to pursue love and unity with one 
another 
 
 

4. Healthy relationships require healthy attitudes and other-
centered action 
 


