
People of Hope: ROI | 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 
17 But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in 

heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to 
face, 18 because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered 

us. 19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it 
not you? 20 For you are our glory and joy. 

3 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at 
Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to 

establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 
yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling you 

beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you 
know. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 

that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 
6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news 

of your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as 
we long to see you— 7 for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been 

comforted about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the 
Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your 
sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to 

face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to 

you, 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as 
we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and 

Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

“Psychologist and social commentator Sabina Read agrees. She is also witnessing shifting 
priorities. ‘After a period of change, reflection and introspection for many, I’ve observed people 
considering and planning different ways of being in the world,’ she says.” –Wendy Tuohy, ‘It’s 

making people bolder’:The ‘reassessment’ of life after lockdown 



 
 

What to invest in for eternity 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not 

you? 20 For you are our glory and joy. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 
12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—

 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that 

anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

 
 

How to invest for eternity 
 

Intentionally Encourage People to Live with Jesus 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:2-5 
2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and 
exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know 

that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that 
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. 5 For this 

reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that 
somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

 
“And a terrible lie came into the world. It would never leave. It would live on in every human 
heart, whispering to every one of God’s children: ‘God doesn’t love me.’” –Sally Lloyd-Jones, 

The Jesus Storybook Bible 
 

Intentionally Pray for People to Live with Jesus 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may 

the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for 
you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

“We must begin to believe that God, in the mystery of prayer, has entrusted us with a force 
that can move the Heavenly world, and can bring its power down to earth.” –Andrew Murray 

 


