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1 Thessalonians 1 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that 
he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 

for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in 
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth 
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that 

we need not say anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 

God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers 
us from the wrath to come. 

 
“I wish everyone could get rich and famous and everything they ever dreamed of so they can 

see that’s not the answer.” –Jim Carrey 
 
 

The Gospel is a powerful reality, rather than just an inspiring idea 
 



1 Thessalonians 1:2-6 
2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 

prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that 

he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
 

 
 

“…the birthday of…[Emperor] Augustus was the beginning of the gospel for the world…” –
Priene Calendar Inscription 

 
 

The Gospel multiplies out to others, rather than just sitting stagnant with us 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:7-9a 
7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only 

has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in 
God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For they themselves report 

concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, 
 

“I am not religious, so it is not my place to dictate to Christians what they should and should not 
believe. Still, if someone has a faith worth following, I feel that their beliefs should make me 
feel uncomfortable for not doing so. If they share 90 percent of my lifestyle and values, then 
there is nothing especially inspiring about them. Instead of making me want to become more 

like them, it looks very much as if they want to become more like me.” –Ben Sixsmith, The Sad 
Irony of Celebrity Pastors 



 
 

The Gospel gets to the heart of our issues, rather than just modifying our 
behavior 

 
1 Thessalonians 1:9b-10 

and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 

come. 
 

Jeremiah 2:13 
13 for my people have committed two evils: 

they have forsaken me, 
    the fountain of living waters, 

and hewed out cisterns for themselves, 
    broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

 
How to identify our idols: 

Follow your pain 
Follow your time, money and attention 

 
 


