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1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 

13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which 
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of 

God, which is at work in you believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of 
God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own 

countrymen as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and 
drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind 16 by hindering us from speaking to the 
Gentiles that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath 

has come upon them at last! 
 
 

The Counter-Cultural Way to Real Hope 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which 

you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of 
God… 

 
Fill Your Mind and Heart with the Word of God 

 
Psalm 1:1-2 

1 Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 
See the Story of the Gospel 



 
Luke 24:27 & 32 

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself…32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us 

while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
 

Respond to the King 
 

James 1:22-25 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a 

hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the 

one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 
forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

 
 

A Counter-Cultural Experience of Real Hope 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:14 

14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. 
For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, 

 
1 Peter 2:21-25 

21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found 
in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you 

have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls. 

 


