
 
Growing followers of Jesus abide in God’s Word 

 
John 8:30-32 

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.31 Then Jesus said to 
those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are truly My 
disciples. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” 

episteusan eis auton…..pepisteukatos auto 

Authentic belief versus intellectual acknowledgment 

1. What does it mean to abide? 

Pslam 119 

119 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
Who walk in the law of the LORD. 
2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, 
Who seek Him with all their heart. 
3 They also do no unrighteousness; 
They walk in His ways. 
4 You have ordained Your precepts, 



That we should keep them diligently. 
5 Oh that my ways may be established 
To keep Your statutes! 
6 Then I shall not be ashamed 
When I look upon all Your commandments. 
7 I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, 
When I learn Your righteous judgments. 
8 I shall keep Your statutes; 
Do not forsake me utterly! 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By keeping it according to Your word. 
10 With all my heart I have sought You; 
Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 
11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, 
That I may not sin against You. 
12 Blessed are You, O LORD; 
Teach me Your statutes. 
13 With my lips I have told of 
All the ordinances of Your mouth. 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on Your precepts 
And regard Your ways. 
16 I shall delight in Your statutes; 
I shall not forget Your word. 
17 Deal bountifully with Your servant, 
That I may live and keep Your word. 
18 Open my eyes, that I may behold 
Wonderful things from Your law. 
19 I am a stranger in the earth; 
Do not hide Your commandments from me. 
20 My soul is crushed with longing 
After Your ordinances at all times. 
21 You rebuke the arrogant, the cursed, 
Who wander from Your commandments. 
22 Take away reproach and contempt from me, 
For I observe Your testimonies. 
23 Even though princes sit and talk against me, 
Your servant meditates on Your statutes. 



24 Your testimonies also are my delight; 
They are my counselors. 

2. We abide in God’s Word by receiving it with a good heart 

 

Luke 8:11-15 

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 
Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word 
with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, 
but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns 
stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 
life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But 
the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in 
an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit 
with perseverance. 

1 Peter 1:1-2 

1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy 
and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, 
so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

Hebrews 4 

Therefore, we must fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, 
any one of you may seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed we have 
had good news preached to us, just as they also did; but the word they 
heard did not benefit them, because they were not united with those who 
listened with faith. 3 For we who have believed enter that 
rest…9 Consequently, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 
11 Therefore let’s make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall 
by following the same example of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is 
living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, even penetrating 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able 
to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart 



3. We abide in God’s Word by receiving it into our lives, studying it 
and meditating on it 

James 1:21 

21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, 
in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  

Revelation 1:3 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

Acts 17:10-12 

 10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to 
Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the 
Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the Word with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them 
believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many 
Greek men. 

Psalm 1 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
Which yields its fruit in its season 
And its leaf does not wither; 
And in whatever he does, he prospers. 

 

4. We abide in God’s Word by applying it to all aspects of our lives 

James 1:22-25 

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 
observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes 



away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who 
looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful 
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 

15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

5. When we abide in God’s Word we are authentic followers who 
are set free by Jesus’ truth 

John 8:30-32 

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.31 Then Jesus said to 
those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are truly My 
disciples. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” 

 
 


