
 
Marks of a Disciple 

Growing followers of Jesus acknowledge and surrender to Jesus’ 
Lordship 

I. What does the Bible say 

Matthew 16:24-25 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
find it 

 

Luke 14:26-33 
26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me 
cannot be My disciple. 28 For which one of you, when he wants to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has 
enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, all who are watching it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 



‘This person began to build, and was not able to finish!’ 31 Or what king, 
when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and 
consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to face the 
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 Otherwise, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and requests terms of peace. 
33 So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own 
possessions 

 

Romans 10:9-10 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
profess your faith and are saved. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

Romans 6:16-22 

16 Don’t you know that when you surrender yourselves to someone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are 
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves 
to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that 
has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to righteousness.19 I am using an example from 
everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to 
surrender yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing 
wickedness, so now surrender yourselves as slaves to 
righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you 



were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at 
that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in 
death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to progressive sanctification, and 
the result is eternal life 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

II. What does this mean to me? 

 

1. I must count the cost and make a full surrender of my life to Jesus as 
Lord  

Romans 8:28-32 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters; 30 and these whom 
He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He 
also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, 
how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  

 

2. I must daily follow Jesus as Lord 



 

3. I must situationally acknowledge and surrender to His Lordship 

 

Prayer of Lordship 

Jesus I acknowledge and confess that you are Lord. I surrender all of my 
life to you and ask you to be the Lord of my life. I surrender myself to daily 
follow you and allow you to be the Lord of every part of my life and every 
situation I face. In Jesus name, Amen. 


