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Beyond Balance: Rhythms of Community

John 15:9-17
9 As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. 2°If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. ! These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has
no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. **You are my friends if you do
what | command you. > No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have
made known to you. ¢ You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he may give it to you. ¥’ These things | command you, so that you will love one
another.

“Make no mistake: The rapid implementation of social distancing is necessary to flatten the
coronavirus curve and prevent the current pandemic from worsening. But just as the
coronavirus fallout threatens to cause an economic recession, it’s also going to cause what we
might call a “social recession”: a collapse in social contact that is particularly hard on the

populations most vulnerable to isolation and loneliness...” —Ezra Klein, Coronavirus will also
cause a loneliness epidemic, VOX
What does Jesus’ Kind of Community Look Like?

John 15:12
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.

Give Each Other Grace




John 15:13
13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

Call Each Other to Obedience

John 15:14-15
14You are my friends if you do what | command you. ** No longer do | call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have
heard from my Father | have made known to you.

Commit to Each Other

John 15:16
16You did not choose me, but | chose you...

Live On Mission Together

John 15:16
16You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give
it to you.

What Does Jesus’ Kind of Community Do in Us?

John 15:10-12
10|f you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. 1* These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be full.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.

John 15:9
9 As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.



