
 
Victorious Jesus: Cross-Shaped Community| Colossians 3:12-4:1 

 
Colossians 3:12-4:1 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has 

a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do 

not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the 
Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, 
obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-

pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he 

has done, and there is no partiality. 
4 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 
 
 

Cross-Shaped Church 
 

Colossians 3:13-16 
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 



dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 
Australian theologian Michael Bird 

“The church is the new community called out from the world into what is the beginning of the 
new age. The resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Spirit mean that God’s new world has 

begun, the future has partially invaded the present, the seeds of the new creation have already 
begun budding in the old garden, and God’s victory on the cross is now beginning to claim back 

territory in a world enslaved by sin. The first Christians saw themselves as the vanguard of a 
new redeemed humanity that God was creating in Jesus Christ.” –Michael Bird 

 
“The idea of salvation cannot be reduced to a personal relationship with Jesus. God's plan is 
much more encompassing. God intends for salvation to be a community-creating event.”—

Joseph H. Hellerman 
 
 

Cross-Shaped Marriage 
 

Colossians 3:18-19 
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do 

not be harsh with them. 
 
 

Cross-Shaped Family 
 

Colossians 3:20-21 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke 

your children, lest they become discouraged. 
 
 

Cross-Shaped Work Relationships 
 

Colossians 3:22-4:1 
22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-
service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, 
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be 

paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 
4 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 
 
 

Cross-Shaped Motivation 



 
Colossians 3:12 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved… 
 


