
 

The Doctrine of the Word 

The Clarity, Necessity, and Sufficiency of Scripture 

 
A. The Clarity of Scripture 
Clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way 
that its teachings are able to be understood by all who will read it 
seeking God's help and be willing to follow it. 

1. The Bible affirms its own clarity - Psalm 19:7; 119:130, 
Matthew 12:3. 

Psalm 19 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
    giving joy to the heart. 



The commands of the LORD are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 
    enduring forever. 
The decrees of the LORD are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 

 

2. Moral and spiritual qualities are needed for right 
understanding - 1 Corinthians 2:14 

James 1 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should 
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 
angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral 
filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 
planted in you, which can save you.22 Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 

3. Why do people misunderstand Scripture? 

 

4. Practical encouragements 

 

5. The role of scholars. 

 

B. The Necessity of Scripture 
The Necessity of Scripture means that the Bible is necessary for 



knowledge of the gospel, for maintaining spiritual life, and for 
certain knowledge of God’s will, but is not necessary for knowing 
that God exists or for knowing something about God’s character 
and moral laws. 

1. The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel - 
Romans 10:13-17. One must either read the gospel 
message for oneself or hear it from another person. 

 

o What about those who haven’t heard the gospel? - 
John 14:6 

 

2. The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life - Matt 4:4. 

 

3. The Bible is necessary for certain knowledge of God’s will - 
Deut 29:29; Psalm 1:1,119:1, 1 John 5:3. 

 

 

4. The Bible is not necessary for knowing of God’s existence, 
character, or morality. 

 
C. The Sufficiency of Scripture 
Sufficiency of Scripture means that the Bible contains all the 
words of God that He intended His people to have at each stage 
of redemptive history, and that it now contains everything we 
need God to tell us for salvation, for trusting Him fully, and for 
obeying Him perfectly. - 2 Tim 3:16 



D. Applying the Clarity, Necessity and Sufficiency of 
Scripture 

1. We need to read, study and receive God’s Word for ourselves 

• Observation 
• Interpretation 
• Illumination 
• Application 

2. Use 2 Timothy 3:16-17 as a tool for receiving and applying 
Scripture 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 

• What does it teach me? 
• How does it rebuke me? 
• What is my immediate correction? 
• How does this train me for ongoing application and 

righteousness? 
• What good works is this equipping me for? 

 

 

 


