
 
The Doctrine of the Word of God 

We believe the Bible, consisting of the 66 books of the Old 
and New Testaments, to be the inspired, authoritative and the 
inerrant Word of God. It is the final rule for faith and practice.  

A. Inspired 
B. Authoritative 
C. Inerrant 

 

There is a 10 step process for a truth in the mind of God to 
produce change in a person’s life today: 

1. Revelation 

A. God makes Himself known 
B. General Revelation and Special Revelation 

Romans 1:20 



20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse. 

Hebrews 1 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom also he made the universe.  

 

2. Inspiration 

A. The revelation of God is recorded in writing under the 
leading of the Holy Spirit 

B. God breathes-out His Word into the human authors 

 2 Tim. 3:16-17 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 

C. The words of Scripture are inspired not the authors 

1 Corinthians 2:12-13 
12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has 
freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us 
by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining 
spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.  



 

3. Canonization 

A. God oversees the Process to insure that the books He 
inspired are collected into a unified text 

B. The Canon is a collection of Inspired writings 
C. Tests for canonicity: Is this inspired Scripture? 1) Internal 2) 

Apostolic 3) Integrity 4) Dynamic 5) Received 

 

4. Preservation 

A. God’s Providence in protecting and preserving the Bible from 
persecution so that it survives 

B. Examples 

 

5. Translation 

A. The Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek 
B. The Bible was the first book translated from one language to 

another 
C. The Bible has been translated into more languages than any 

other book 
D. The Bible is unique in its translation 

 

6. Observation 

A. Reading and studying the text so as to see what it says 

 

7. Interpretation 



A. Based on what it says, what does it mean? 
B.  The divine and human intent of the original writer in 

communicating with the original audience 
C. Basic rules: 1) context 2) authorial intent 3) language 4) 

cross referencing 5) analogy to other teaching 

2 Timothy 2:15 
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth. 

 

8. Illumination 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit speaking to me personally 
from the text 

B. The Holy Spirit showing me truth and revealing to me my 
personal application from Scripture 

John 16:13-15 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me 
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why 
I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to 
you.” 

 

9. Application 

A. What does it mean to me?  What am I going to do about it! 
How am I going to apply it in my life? 



2 Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 

James 1:22-25  
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do 
what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a 
mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 
forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting 
what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what 
they do 

 

10. Transformation 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit making me more like Jesus as I 
obey His Word in His power 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, 
who is the Spirit. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 



Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 


