
 
The Big Picture #4: Judgement 

 

I. An overview of Scripture 

Psalm 96 

Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity… 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, 
    he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
 
Jeremiah 17:9-10 
The heart is deceitful above all things 
    and beyond cure. 
    Who can understand it? 
10 “I the LORD search the heart 
    and examine the mind, 
to reward each person according to their conduct, 
    according to what their deeds deserve.” 
 
 



Matthew 13 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed 
heads, then the weeds also appeared.27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, 
‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 
from?’28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to 
go and pull them up?’29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that 
time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”…36 Then he left the crowd and 
went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of 
the weeds in the field.”37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son 
of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is 
the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.40 “As the 
weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son 
of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 

Matthew 25 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.34 “Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world…’41 “Then he 
will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 
not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison 
and you did not look after me.’44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help 
you?’45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life.” 

 

John 5 



24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I 
tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the 
Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man.28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who 
have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to 
be condemned. 

 

Romans 2:12-16 
12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin 
under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are 
righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared 
righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things 
required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the 
law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at 
other times even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God judges 
people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back 
trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as 
well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with 
his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut 
out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he 
comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who 
have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

 

Revelation 20:11-15 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the 
heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the 
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what 
they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, 



and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written 
in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

II. Answering questions about judgment 

 

1. What will be the basis for God’s judgment? 

 

 

2. If people are judged by their works then what is the basis for being found 
guilty and condemned? 

John 3:16-18 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

 

3. What about believers, will they be judged also? 

Romans 8:1 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Romans 14:10-12 

10 …For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: “‘As surely as I 
live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge 
God.’”12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 



 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone 
else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on 
this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be 
shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and 
the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the 
builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 
saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 

 

4. In light of the Final Judgment of unbelievers and the Judgment Seat of 
Christ for believers, how should we then live? 

2 Peter 3:8-14 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.10 But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed 
by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.11 Since everything will 
be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy 
and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 
heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 
new earth, where righteousness dwells.14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking 
forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him. 

 


