
 
 

Victorious Jesus: Bigger, Better | Colossians 1:15-23 
 

Colossians 1:15-23 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and 

in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him 

all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 

and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

Bigger 
 

Colossians 1:15-17 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and 

in him all things hold together. 
 

“[The most common view of God] is something like a combination Divine Butler and Cosmic 
Therapist: he's always on call, takes care of any problems that arise, professionally helps his 
people to feel better about themselves, and does not become too personally involved in the 

process.” – Melinda Lundquist Denton & Christian Smith 
 

“God was our original habitat and our hearts cannot but feel at home when they enter again 
that ancient and beautiful abode. I hope it is clear that there is a logic behind God’s claim to 



preeminence. That place is His by every right in earth or heaven. While we take to ourselves the 
place that is His, the whole course of our lives is out of joint. Nothing will or can restore order 

till our hearts make the great decision: God shall be exalted above.” –A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of 
God 

 

Better 
 

Colossians 1:18-20 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 
“In the Christian story, God descends to reascend. He comes down; down from the heights of 
absolute being into time and space, down into humanity; down further still…down to the very 
roots and seabed of the Nature He has created. But He goes down to come up again and bring 

the whole ruined world up with Him.” –C.S. Lewis, Miracles 
 

More Personal 
 

Colossians 1:20-23 
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 

and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

“He became what we are that we might become what he is.”—Athanasius 
 


