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Genesis 41:25-40, 53-57 
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh 

what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are 
seven years; the dreams are one. 27 The seven lean and ugly cows that came up a?er them are 

seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of 
famine. 28 It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 There will 
come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 30 but a?er them there will 

arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgoBen in the land of Egypt. The famine 
will consume the land, 31 and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine 
that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32 And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream means that 

the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33 Now therefore let Pharaoh select 
a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh proceed to 

appoint overseers over the land and take one-fi?h of the produce of the land of Egypt during 
the seven plenKful years. 35 And let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming 

and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the ciKes, and let them keep 
it. 36 That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur 

in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 
37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can 
we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since 

God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over 
my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the 

throne will I be greater than you.” 
…53 The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, 54 and the 

seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in 
all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55 When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people 
cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all the EgypKans, “Go to Joseph. What he says to 

you, do.” 
56 So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold 
to the EgypKans, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57 Moreover, all the earth came 

to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth. 



 Cling to a Truer Word 

Genesis 41:25 
…God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do… 

Stressor ! Human-centered story (false) ! Anxiousness 

Stressor ! God-centered story (true) ! Peace of God 

John 16:33 
33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulaKon. But take heart; I have overcome the world. 

Love with a Greater Love 

Genesis 41:35-36 
35 And let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under 

the authority of Pharaoh for food in the ciKes, and let them keep it. 36 That food shall be a 
reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so 

that the land may not perish through the famine.” 

MaQhew 5:43-45 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 

say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

 “The impious Galileans [ChrisKans] support not only their poor, but ours as well, everyone can 
see that our people lack aid from us.” –Roman Emperor Julian  

Take extra precauKons, without contribuKng to hysteria 

Help care for the vulnerable 

erica@crosslinechurch.com  

Pray 

Proclaim a More Solid Hope  



Genesis 41:38-39 
38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning 

and wise as you are.  

“My quesKon–that which at the age of fi?y brought me to the verge of suicide—was the 
simplest of quesKons, lying in the soul of every man from the foolish child to the wisest elder: it 

was a quesKon without an answer to which one cannot live, as I had found by experience. It 
was…"Is there any meaning in my life that the inevitable death awaiKng me does not 

destroy?"—Leo Tolstoy, A Confession


