
A Scandalous Joy: Countercultural Community|  
|Philippians 2:1-11 

Philippians 2:1-11 
2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

What is the most countercultural aspect of the way of Jesus? 

“As citizens, they share in all things with others, and yet endure all things as if 
foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of 

their birth as a land of strangers. They marry, as do others; they beget children; but 
they do not destroy their offspring. They have a common table, but not a common 
bed. They are in the flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. They pass their days 

on earth, but are citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same 
time surpass the laws in their lives. They love all, and are persecuted by all…They are 

poor, yet they make many rich; they are completely destitute, and yet they enjoy 
complete abundance…They are reviled, and yet they bless...” –Letter to Diagnetus 



A New Vision: Radical, Unifying Love 

Philippians 2:1-2 
2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 

Galatians 3:28 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

“Ideally, however, the church itself is not made up of natural “friends.” It is made up 
of natural enemies. What binds us together is not common education, common race, 

common income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, 
common jobs, or anything of the sort. Christians come together, not because they 

form a natural [affinity group], but because they have been saved by Jesus Christ and 
owe him a common allegiance. In the light of this common allegiance, in light of the 
fact that they have all been loved by Jesus himself, they commit themselves to doing 
what he says – and he commands them to love one another. In this light, they are a 

band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake.” –D.A. Carson  

A New Way: Humble Service 

Philippians 2:3-4 
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. 

C.S. Lewis 
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself less.”—C.S. Lewis 

A New Power: The Surprising Humility of Jesus 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 




