
 
Just look to Jesus and don’t idolize riches 

James 5:1-8 

Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is 
coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 
clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 
against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your 
fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached 
the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6 You 
have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing 
you. 
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how 
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because 
the Lord’s coming is near. 

 

 



I. The Big Idea 
 

 

II. Loving money versus loving God 

Luke 12:13-21 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, 
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life 
will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

 

Matthew 6:19-24	
19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust 
destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your 
treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of 
your heart will also be… 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money.	

 



1 Timothy 6	
9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 
foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs…17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves 
as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the 
life that is truly life.	

 

III. How to let go of the idol of money and choose the pursuit of 
God 

 

Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He 
wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see 
over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 
him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest 
of a sinner.” 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out 
of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 



9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this 
man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.” 

 

A. God has provided the habit of tithing to keep our focus on Him 

Malachi 3:6-12 
6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away 
from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’8 “Will a 
mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 
you? ’“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—
because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I 
will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields 
will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all 
the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the 
LORD Almighty. 

 

B. The attitude of generosity keeps God first in our lives 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.  
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 



generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying 
the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with 
them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will 
go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

 

	

 
 

 

 

	


