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Called to be on mission with Jesus 

Acts 13:1-13 

1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, 
they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with 
them as their helper. 

6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There 
they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was 
an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent 
man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of 
God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed 
them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was 
also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and 
said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is 
right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against 
you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of 

the sun.” 

Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, 
seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what 
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had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the 
Lord. 

13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, 
where John left them to return to Jerusalem 

I. Every believer has been called to join Jesus on mission 

"God is a God of missions. He wills missions. He commands missions. He 
demands missions. He made missions possible through His Son. He made 

missions actual in sending the Holy Spirit." — George W. Peters 

"If you take missions out of the Bible, you won't have anything left but the 

covers" — Nina Gunter 

"The Great Commission1 is not an option to be considered; it is a command 
to be obeyed" — Hudson Taylor (Engage magazine article) 

"If a commission by an earthly king is considered a honor, how can a 
commission by a Heavenly King be considered a sacrifice?" — David 

Livingstone 

"If God's love is for anybody anywhere, it's for everybody everywhere." — 
Edward Lawlor, Nazarene General Superintendent 

"Missionary zeal does not grow out of intellectual beliefs, nor out of 
theological arguments, but out of love" — Roland Allen 

"Love is the root of missions; sacrifice is the fruit of missions" — Roderick 

Davis 

"God is pursuing with omnipotent passion a worldwide purpose of gathering 
joyful worshipers for Himself from every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation. He has an inexhaustible enthusiasm for the supremacy of His name 
among the nations. Therefore, let us bring our affections into line with His, 
and, for the sake of His name, let us renounce the quest for worldly 
comforts and join His global purpose." — John Piper 

"We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a 
global God." — John Stott 

https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/21stcen.htm
https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/holy4.htm#great
http://engagemagazine.com/content/slogans-awakened-church-option-or-command
https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/rookie4.htm
https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/culture.htm#allen
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"The reason some folks don't believe in missions is that the brand of 
religion they have isn't worth propagating." — unknown 

"The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time" — Carl F. H. Henry 

"The spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions. The nearer we get to Him, the 
more intensely missionary we become." — Henry Martyn, missionary to 
India and Persia 

"Any church that is not seriously involved in helping fulfill the Great 

Commission has forfeited its biblical right to exist." — Oswald J. Smith 

"A congregation that is not deeply and earnestly involved in the worldwide 
proclamation of the gospel does not understand the nature of salvation." — 
Ted Engstrom, World Vision 

"The best remedy for a sick church is to put it on a missionary diet." — 

Unknown 

"The mark of a great church is not its seating capacity, but its sending 

capacity." — Mike Stachura 

"Missions is not the 'ministry of choice' for a few hyperactive Christians in 
the church. Missions is the purpose of the church." — Unknown 

"The evangelization of the world waits not on the readiness of God but on 
the obedience of Christians." -- Bill M. Sullivan 

"'Not called!' did you say? 
'Not heard the call,' I think you should say. 
Put your ear down to the Bible, and hear Him bid you go and pull sinners 
out of the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized heart of 
humanity, and listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, 
and hear the damned entreat you to go to their father's house and bid their 
brothers and sisters and servants and masters not to come there. Then 
look Christ in the face — whose mercy you have professed to obey — and 
tell Him whether you will join heart and soul and body and circumstances in 
the march to publish His mercy to the world. — William Booth, founder of 
the Salvation Army 

https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/february.htm#martyn
https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/holy4.htm#booth
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"We are debtors to every man to give him the gospel in the same measure 
in which we have received it" — P.F. Bresee, founder of the Church of the 

Nazarene ( Engage magazine article ) 

"Believers who have the gospel keep mumbling it over and over to 
themselves. Meanwhile, millions who have never heard it once fall into the 
flames of eternal hell without ever hearing the salvation story." — K.P. 
Yohannan, founder of Gospel for Asia Bible Society 

"No one has the right to hear the gospel twice, while there remains 
someone who has not heard it once." — Oswald J. Smith  

"We talk of the Second Coming while half the world has never heard of the 
first." — Oswald J. Smith 

"This generation of Christians is responsible for this generation of souls on 

the earth!" — Keith Green 

"The concern for world evangelization is not something tacked on to a 
man's personal Christianity, which he may take or leave as he chooses. It 
is rooted in the character of the God who has come to us in Christ Jesus. 
Thus, it can never be the province of a few enthusiasts, a sideline or a 
specialty of those who happen to have a bent that way. It is the distinctive 
mark of being a Christian." — James S. Stewart 

"In our lifetime, wouldn't it be sad if we spent more time washing dishes or 
swatting flies or mowing the yard or watching television than praying for 
world missions?" — Dave Davidson 

"I believe that in each generation God has called enough men and women 
to evangelize all the yet unreached tribes of the earth. It is not God who 
does not call. It is man who will not respond!" — Isobel Kuhn, missionary to 

China and Thailand  

"Never pity missionaries; envy them. They are where the real action is — 
where life and death, sin and grace, Heaven and Hell converge." — Robert 
C. Shannon 

"'Go ye' is as much a part of Christ's Gospel as 'Come unto Me.' You are 
not even a Christian until you have honestly faced your responsibility in 

http://engagemagazine.com/content/slogans-awakened-church-pay-it-forward
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regard to the carrying of the Gospel to the ends of the earth." — J. Stuart 
Holden 

"If God calls you to be a missionary, don't stoop to be a king" —G. K. 
Chesterson 

"Christ wants not nibblers of the possible, but grabbers of the impossible." 
— C.T. Studd 

"If the Great Commission is true, our plans are not too big; they are too 

small." — Pat Morley 

"He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he 

cannot lose" — Jim Elliot, missionary martyr  

"I have but one passion: It is He, it is He alone. The world is the field and 
the field is the world; and henceforth that country shall be my home where I 
can be most used in winning souls for Christ." — Count Nicolaus Ludwig 
von Zinzendorf 

Question: Have you heard Jesus’ call on your life? 

 

II. We join Jesus on mission by praying, giving, going and 

sharing the gospel 

 

Question: Are you joining Jesus on mission? 

 

 
III. Jesus’ mission confronts satanic strongholds and sets 

people free 

 

Question: Do you see God using you to set people free? 
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IV. We fulfill Jesus’ mission as we receive, rely upon and obey 
the power of the Spirit 

 

Question: Are you living in the power of the Spirit 

 

 


