Ephesians 2:18-22

18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 1°So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, 2°built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 2!in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

From Strangers to Citizens

1950 then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints..."

“In the life of God’s people it will be seen first of all a remarkable reversal of values. The
people of God will prize what the world calls pitiable and suspect what the world thinks
desirable.” (Michael Wilcox)

From Strangers to Family Members

1950 then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are...members of the
household of God,"

Romans 8:14-17

14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. ** For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 1 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit



that we are children of God, 7 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

“Ideally the church itself is not made up of natural "friends." It is made up of natural
enemies. What binds us together is not common education, common race, common
income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs,
or anything of the sort. Christians come together, not because they form a natural
collocation, but because they have been saved by Jesus Christ and owe him a common
allegiance. In the light of this common allegiance, in light of the fact that they have all
been loved by Jesus himself, they commit themselves to doing what he says—and he
commands them to love one another. In this light, they are a band of natural enemies
who love one another for Jesus’ sake.” (D.A. Carson)

From Strangers to a Holy Temple

“20 huilt on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, 2'in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit."

18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 1°So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens...

“...the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him. He needs him
again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot
help himself without belying the truth. He needs his brother man as a bearer and
proclaimer of the divine word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus
Christ. The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother;
his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is sure.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together)



