
 

Activated by the Holy Spirit 

Acts 2:1-16 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent 
rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And 
there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, 
and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving 
them utterance. 

5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, 
and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak 
in his own language. 7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, 
are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we each 
hear them in our own language to which we were born? 9 Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues 
speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” 12 And they all continued in 



amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13 But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet 
wine.” 

14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared 
to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known 
to you and give heed to my words. 15 For these men are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was 
spoken of through the prophet Joel: 

 

I. Background to the passage 

 

II. The nature of the filling of the Spirit 

Ephesians 5:18-20 

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 

Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 

John 7:37-39 

37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If 

anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 But this He 

spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was 

not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Luke 11:13 

13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” 

Acts 4:31 



31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God 

with boldness. 

 

III. Redeeming divine appointments 

 

Colossians 4:2-6 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude 

of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us 

a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have 

also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.5 Conduct 

yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let 

your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know 

how you should respond to each person. 

 

 

 


