
 
 
 

Dual Citizens: Frog People | Daniel 1:1-7 & Jeremiah 29:4-14 
 
 
Daniel 1:1-7 
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 
with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the 
house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded 
Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and 
of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 
endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, 
and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a 
daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be 
educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the 
king. 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of 
Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, 
Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 
 
Jeremiah 29:4-14 
4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive 
you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying 
to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the LORD. 
10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I 
will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will 



seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares 
the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the 
places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from 
which I sent you into exile. 
 
“I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question ‘Of what 
story or stories do I find myself a part?’”—Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue 
 
“…the Christian life was an amphibian life, life at the same time in the old world that was 
passing away and in the new world that was coming….” –Wayne Meeks 
 
Know Where You Are 
 
Jeremiah 29:4 
4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
 
 
Know Who You Are 
 
Jeremiah 29:4 
4 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. 
 
 
Know Your Role  
 
Jeremiah 29:5-7 
5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons 
and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may 
bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare.  
 
Separate from Babylon 
 
Fight Against Babylon 
 



Become Just like Babylon 
 
Be a Faithful Presence within Babylon 
 
 
Know Where the Story is Going 
 
Jeremiah 29:10-14 
10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I 
will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares 
the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the 
places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from 
which I sent you into exile. 
 
Revelation 21:1-5 
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new…” 
 
	


