
 
The Longing for Purpose 

I. Discover God’s purpose for your life 
 

A. God-focused 

 

Philippians 1:20-21 
20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 

 

B. Jesus-seeking 

 

Philippians 3:7-14 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 



comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 
comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power 
of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.12 Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

C. People-serving 

Galatians 5:13-14 
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is 
fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Mark 10:43-45 
43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

D. Mission-driven 

 

John 17:3-4 
3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, the one you sent to earth. 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing 
the work you gave me to do. 

Acts 20:24 
24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news 
of God’s grace. 



2 Timothy 4:7-8 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there 
is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. 

 

 

II. Live God’s purpose on purpose 
 

A. Present your whole life to God as a living sacrifice of worship  
 

B. Daily consider how to love God and love your neighbor 
 

C. In any and every situation ask, “How can I use my time, talent and treasure to 
serve God and others? 

 


