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PROLOGUE:

He was born just like us, a baby boy. No wealth. No influence. 
He was a son, a brother, a friend, and a carpenter. He spoke 
to large crowds, but spent more time with small numbers of 
people. People that were ordinary men and women. Some even 
outcasts. He traveled by foot, from home to home, town to town, 
never leaving an area the size of New Jersey. He only taught for 
three years and died in his early thirties. He didn’t leave an heir 
or army to champion his cause…only followers. Yet his message 
grew, not through social media or viral videos, but simply 
people saying what he said and doing what he did. Years later, 
his message still grows and grows. He is the central figure in the 
world’s best-selling book and the subject of thousands more. 
His name is known all over the world. His message has outlasted 
kingdoms, empires, dynasties, revolutions, dictators and 
ideologies. He is arguably the most influential, hated, exalted, 
controversial, revered, divisive, quoted, provocative, praised 
person who ever lived, but he was just or man…or was he?

In this 5-week community group study, we are going to be 
getting to know the real Jesus and exploring together the 
significance of his life, his death and his resurrection. Wherever 
you are at in your opinion and understanding of Jesus, we 
invite you to enter into this community group experience with 
an open mind and an open heart. Give yourself room to search 
through new perspectives. Engage in the conversation with your 
community group and share your questions as they arise. 

We congratulate you for your courage and willingness 
to dedicate 5 weeks to gathering with others and having 
authentic, meaningful discussion around the topic of Jesus. This 
experience may change you in ways that you would have never 
expected! 
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A WORD TO HOSTS:

Starting this 5-week community groups study, you as host likely 
have a wide variety of emotions going through your head and 
your heart right now. Some of you are beyond excited and 
rejoicing that this study is finally here. You have been looking 
up new dessert recipes, printed out custom prayer request 
charts, and already comprised your email and text distribution 
lists for the group! Some of you may be absolutely terrified and 
you are questioning why in the world you decided to do this. 
Wherever you are at right now, allow us to share one thing we 
know with great confidence—you will be blessed and your group 
participants will be blessed because of your step of faith!  

We have a specific encouragement for you: YOU CAN DO THIS! 
Our enemy, the devil, would want you to believe that you can’t or 
that you should be afraid, but God is with you and He has great 
plans for you and each person in your group! That Bible states 
that “[You] can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
[you]” (Phil. 4:13). The Lord proclaims over you, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 
Cor. 12:9).

In addition, you are not alone. We are here for you! We have 
intentionally built a team of community group coaches that 
have been equipped and commissioned to come alongside you 
and help you be successful! They will be checking in with you 
to see how things are going and care for you, personally, as a 
host. If there is anything that you need help with, questions that 
you have or ideas you want to dialogue about, your community 
group coaches are there for you! Furthermore, if for some reason 
you have questions or concerns beyond that, our Community 
Life Pastor would be happy to talk to you! 

May the Spirit of the Lord be upon you as you host this group! 
Blessings!
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HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT 
OF THIS STUDY:

Welcome to the exciting adventure of studying the Bible! In The 
Man, the Myth and the Legend, you will be introduced to the 
most influential and controversial person who ever lived. More 
than 2,000 years after His birth, Jesus of Nazareth continues to 
be the subject of debate and the object of devotion. To make 
the most of this study, here are some important suggestions:

1. First of all, the best way to get the most out of this study 
is to ENGAGE. Come to your community group ready to 
listen and ready to discuss! If you are distracted or closed 
off, we can guarantee you that this experience won’t be 
all that it can be for you. 

2. Secondly, make an intentional effort to do the Daily 
Readings for each week. Each of these readings are 
designed to enhance your weekly discussions. They are 
written by Crossline staff members—men and women just 
like you—from a very personal perspective and likely will 
connect with you in ways that are different than the other 
sections of the workbook. 

3. Thirdly, come as you are and don’t let this study burden 
you! This workbook has been put together to be a 
refreshing, thought-provoking, easy-to-use aid for 
discussion and study.  All the Scripture references are 
already contained in the workbook. No need to access a 
Bible. The verses are included with each corresponding 
question. Though, you certainly are welcome to bring 
your Bible to group and read from that. (You will need a 
Bible or a device that can access the Bible for the Daily 
Readings, however)
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WEEK 1
JESUS.
PROMISED MESSIAH.
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WEEK 1
G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION:

Does this sound like a headline from National Enquirer? 
Actually it’s taken right from the pages of the Gospels in the 
New Testament. Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2 declare that the 
miraculous birth of Jesus of Nazareth was the fulfillment of 
ancient Hebrew prophecies and that the new born baby was in 
fact the Messiah-King promised in those prophecies. Believe it 
or reject it, one cannot deny the Bible’s presentation of Jesus as 
the Messiah of Israel and King of the Jews.

Prophecy is the prediction of events before they happen.  One 
of the most convincing proofs for the reliability of the Bible and 
the uniqueness of Jesus is the fulfillment of Messianic prophecy.  
The Old Testament is filled with prophetic references to the birth, 
life, death and resurrection of the Messiah. 

Messianic prophecy can be compared to a mailing address.  My 
name and mailing address pinpoint me as a specific person in 
a specific location at a specific time.  My name is JP Jones.  My 
church is in the state of California.  My church is in Laguna Hills, 
California.  The location of my church office is 23331 Moulton 
Parkway, Laguna Hills, California.  I am the only Rev. JP Jones, 
who works at Crossline Community Church, located at 23331 
Moulton Parkway, Laguna Hills, California.  

The prophecies in the Old Testament point to a specific 
person, at a specific time, in a specific location.  Only one man 
has fulfilled those prophesies, to the letter, and that man is 
Jesus of Nazareth.  These predictions were made hundreds 
and hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth and their fulfillment 
indicates the miraculous nature of God’s Word and the divine 
nature of Jesus as the Messiah-King. 

 “Teenage Virgin gives birth to Messiah-King!” 

To open your group time, read the following introduction aloud.
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VIDEO SEGMENT
Now, as a group, turn on your TV or Laptop and watch

the video for Week 1, 
JESUS THE PROMISED MESSIAH

2 ways to watch:
1. Go to crosslinechurch.com/mml

2. Go to vimeo.com/album/5382165

After Watching, take a moment to initially 
respond with your thoughts about the video.

READ:

Matthew 2:1-6
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time 
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 
him.” 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the 
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5”In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:  6” ‘But 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler 
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’
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Luke 2:26-35
26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of 
the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying: 29”Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you 
now dismiss your servant in peace.  30For my eyes have seen 
your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 33The child’s father and mother marveled 
at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
    will accomplish this.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. From the readings, what titles and/or qualities does the 
Bible attribute to Jesus?

2. What were some of the responses of those that heard of 
Jesus’ birth? 

3. Why do you think it is important for people to understand 
the Bible’s description of Jesus as the Promised Messiah?

4. How do you personally react to the thought of Jesus as 
the Messiah? 

5. If the real Jesus is who the Bible describes Him, how do 
you think it would impact a person’s life to believe in Him 
as the Messiah and follow Him as King? 

Answer the following questions together in your group time.

Now take some time to talk about any additional question 
or thoughts that came from the video, the reading, or the 

discussion

APPLY POINT
This week, think about what feelings arise when a hope or 
promise is fulfilled and place yourself in the shoes of a 1st 

century Jew upon hearing rumors that the Messiah had been 
born in Bethlehem.

GOING DEEPER
To have a deeper group or personal study around Jesus as the 
Promised Messiah, go to the “Going Deeper” section of week 1 

starting on page 25.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
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NOTES:
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WEEK 1
D A I LY  R E A D I N G S
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DAY 1: DON’T FREAK OUT!
Jordan Gash

“What in the world have we gotten ourselves into?” If you have ever 
undertaken a major home renovation, you likely can relate with this 
thought. This past summer, my wife and I decided to have some major 
work on our house done. Every day that I would come home and see 
my walls torn down, concrete broken up and giant holes in my yard I 
would waffle back and forth from overwhelming excitement and utter, 
gripping terror. While I can pretend to know what is happening, most 
of the time I am completely lost on exactly why the construction guys 
are doing what they are doing. Yet, despite the chaos, I don’t have to 
freak out. Why? Because I know there is a plan. 

Life doesn’t always go the way we would expect it, huh? In fact, most of 
the time it feels like a rollercoaster with twists and turns and loops that 
you can’t anticipate. However, when we come into a relationship with 
Jesus, we recognize that we don’t have to freak out because He has a 
plan for our lives. He is constructing a beautiful outcome that is for our 
good and His glory, even when we can’t understand the circumstances 
of the present season.  In the midst of chaos, the Israelites, too, relied 
on the plan of the Promised Messiah:

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what 
is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and 
Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: 
The Lord Our Righteous Savior. (Jer. 23:5-6)

Wherever you are at today, focus not on the chaos of the present that 
leads to panic but rather the confidence of the plan that leads to 
peace.  God is a master builder and wants to show you the great extent 
of His love for you, if you would only put your trust in Him. 

PRAYER

Creator God, You are faithful!
Though I don’t always understand the ways that You work, I trust 

you that You love me and are working things out for my good and 
for Your glory. Help me to have faith today and not be anxious. 

Your will be done in my life. Amen.

Read: Jeremiah 23:5-6/Romans 1:1-4
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Day 2: When Expectations 
Get in The Way 
Gigi Johnson

I don’t know where I got the idea that a first date should always take 
place at white table-clothed restaurant, complete with a leather-backed 
menu and a server that carries a crumb scraper. Okay, okay, I do know—
it’s all those cheesy romantic comedies I’ve watched over the years. You 
can imagine my surprise when I found myself at a spur-of-the-moment 
lunch with a co-worker one random weekday, ordering watery pasta 
at a counter before sitting at a wobbly cafeteria table drinking tap 
water from a paper cup. Apparently, this would be my first meal with 
my husband. This was not what I had in mind—not even close—but the 
conversation that followed was some of the best I’d ever had! If I’d 
stopped there because my own expectations weren’t met, I would’ve 
missed out on the most incredible future with the man God picked just 
for me!

Expectations have the ability to stop us short of experiencing all God 
has prepared for us if we’re not careful. Today, we read in Matthew 
2 of God sending Jesus to earth as an inconspicuous child from an 
ordinary town. “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler 
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.” (vs. 6) This simply didn’t 
meet the expectations of many people who thought the Savior of the 
world would possess more typical traits of a person of power; traits 
like impressive physical strength, a military background or parents in a 
position of power. 

Though many in Israel let their own expectations of a Savior and 
Messiah prevent them from seeing the truth, the Magi did not. 
Also commonly referred to as the Wise Men, the Magi understood 
God’s Word about the promised Messiah and let it override their 
expectations. They traveled thousands of miles in search of a star, 
certain they’d find this promised Messiah.  

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed… They saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him… 
and presented him with gifts… (Matt. 2:10-11)

Read: Micah 5:2/Matthew 2:1-10 
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Rather than trusting themselves and their expectations, the Magi 
trusted God for who Jesus was and where they’d find him. 

We can trust the Bible and we can trust God. The Bible tells us Jesus is 
the Savior, the promised Messiah, and He’s readily found when we seek 
him. When we seek the Lord, we can be certain we’ll find him, and we 
ought to worship him as the Magi did. That’s when we’ll experience the 
promises of eternal and abundant life that come from a relationship 
with God.

PRAYER

Dear God, help me to not let my feeble, human expectations get in the 
way of seeking, finding and following you.
Align my heart with the truth of your Word.

Guide me and reset any preconceived notions I may have about
 what it looks like to give you all of my heart. 

In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.
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Day 3: God with Us
Greg Munck

One of the greatest miracles in the entire Bible is found in the reading 
for today. We get to see a prophecy (a biblical prediction) from the 
Old Testament in Isaiah come true in the first New Testament book, 
Matthew.  Could you imagine being Joseph and the weight of what 
was being told to him?  Though they did not live together as husband 
and wife until actual marriage, unfaithfulness on the part of those 
engaged was treated as adultery and punishable by death.  Mary being 
a virgin and pregnant was a lot to deal with for the young couple.  
The child she carried in her womb was of divine origin, conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  With the world’s religions having man 
reaching to God, with Jesus it is God reaching to man, God with us! 
The angel of God is sent as the instrument of comfort to Joseph, he is 
a just man, simple in heart and obedient, he discerns without difficulty 
the revelation of the Lord, and obeys it.  You can trace the genealogy of 
Joseph and Mary back to the Messianic line of David.   We get to see 
the first part of John 3:16 come to life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
(John 3:16)

God sent his son, God with us!  Christmas time is not the only time 
we should consider the awesomeness of what God has provided for 
us.   When God decided to give us the gift of eternal life, it wasn’t 
something that He just thought of on the fly. Long before there was 
a town called Bethlehem, a decision was made in eternity that God 
would send forth His Son, born of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem those that are under the law. 

The Bible says that He was slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 
13:8). Make no mistake about it: this gift that God has given to us was 
the most sacrificial thing He possibly could have offered. 

All material gifts will be gone one day. All that will be left after this life 
is the human soul, and that will live forever.  Life is about what happens 
beyond the grave. Life is about knowing the God who made you and 
who gave you the greatest gift you will ever receive. 

Read: Isaiah 7:14/Matthew 1:18-23  
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 God is holy and nothing unholy can come into his presence.  That 
divide can only be bridged by Jesus Christ.  God is with us through the 
birth, life and death of Jesus Christ, accept the greatest gift you could 
ever receive and tell the world about it! 

PRAYER

Father, thank you for reaching out to me, to pull me out of the pit of my 
own sin and giving me a new identity in you! You have made me holy, 

because of the blood of you son that makes me clean! 
Reveal to me who I should share this life-changing gift with! 

I give all my life to you! In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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Day 4: Catching your 
Breath
Grant Gunther

I do not know about you, but often I can feel like I have too much on 
my plate. Then my brain gets filled with thoughts like “I just wish I 
could take a break” or “I just wish all my responsibilities could vanish.” 
Throughout the grind of life we often feel like we are the sole makers 
of our or our families destiny. So, if I want the best possible outcomes, 
then I need to put in the work to make it happen. Hence, I start feeling 
overwhelmed and just want to press pause on everything going on in 
life, so that I can try and catch my breath.

Thankfully, when it comes to our eternal destiny God has us covered. 
Rather than leaving the burden of taking care of our eternity in our 
hands God has placed that burden on himself. Finally we can find rest, 
not because of our own accomplishments, but because of what God 
has done and is doing for us. We see God’s willingness to carry our 
burdens in his promise in Isaiah 9 to send a Son:

For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His shoulders. He will be named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. The 
dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will reign 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and 
sustain it with justice and righteousness from now on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6-7)

The beauty of the God of the Bible is that he desires to remove our 
burdens from us (Mt 11:29), and instead place them on himself. Jesus, 
the Son, has come to bear the weight of our eternal destiny, so that we 
can catch our breath. But, will we trust him with our lives?

PRAYER

Lord God, You are so gracious towards me!
Despite my desire to try and do everything on my own, 

You still desire to take care of and provide for me.
Will You work to create in me a heart that desires to depend on Jesus 

and to rest in the work that He has and will accomplish.

Read: Isaiah 9:6-7/Luke 1:26-38  
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Day 5: Will You Carry My 
Baggage, Please?
Donna Jones

While I was pregnant with our first child, my husband JP and I made 
a six-week trip to the middle of nowhere. Our first stop was a remote 
Malaysian island called Borneo. Borneo is so off-grid that it took four 
days to get there (and no, we didn’t swim, but it might have been 
faster). Because our trip was lengthy, and because I was pregnant, 
and because we were young and stupid, we took entirely too much 
luggage. 

The baggage issue wasn’t really a problem for me, though. I had a hall 
pass from carrying heavy loads: Pregnancy. 

My delicate condition (which I thoroughly milked, by the way) meant 
JP had to navigate Los Angeles, Tokyo, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Sibu, 
Hong Kong and Oahu, with luggage in both hands, satchels slung over 
his shoulders, and a back pack large enough to carry a small village. 
We were a sight. Or rather, he was a sight. I pretty much skated from 
airport to airport, scot-free. 

As we traveled from city to city, I’d occasionally glance at my weighted 
down husband, then glance down at my baggage-free body. I 
marveled at how he could carry so much junk--most of it mine--without 
a single word of complaint. Not once did he insist I carry my own 
baggage. He willingly carried the burdens that were rightly mine.

Each time I looked at JP, and the ridiculous load of baggage slung all 
over his body, I knew one thing for sure: I was deeply, and fully, loved. 
Only love could motivate a person to bear a load not their own. This is 
the kind of love Jesus showed you.

“He committed no sin and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him 
who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed. (1 Pet. 2:22-24)

Read: Isaiah 53/1 Peter 2:24-25   
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Jesus willingly carried our baggage--our sin--on His own body, when 
He died on the cross. He carried the full weight of our sin, without a 
single sin of His own, and without a single word of complaint.  We don’t 
need to carry the burden of our sin. Jesus carries it all.

When we look at the cross, with the ridiculous amount of baggage 
Jesus bore on His body there, may it remind us of how deeply, and 
fully, we are loved.

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, Your love endures forever. It is more than I can imagine.
I praise you that, out of your immense love, you carried my sin on the 

cross. Help me to always remember your sacrifice and daily bring me to 
repentance.

Amen.
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WEEK 1
G O I N G  D E E P E R
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FOR DEEPER GROUP OR 
PERSONAL STUDY, GO 
THROUGH PASTOR JP’S 
STUDY OUTLINE:

Jesus the Promised Messiah
As we look at Jesus as the promised Messiah-King, let me 
illustrate some of the irrefutable evidence from prophecy:

1. The Messiah would come from Bethlehem

Micah 5:2 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me 
one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from 
of old, from ancient times. “ 

The fulfillment of this prophecy is recorded in Matthew 2:1-6:

Matthew 2:1-6
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard 
this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ 
was to be born. 5”In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet has written:  6” ‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 
ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’

This prophecy pinpoints the birthplace of the Messiah.  While 
it might be argued that Jesus tried to manipulate his life in 
order to fulfill prophecy, no one has control over where they 
will be born!  
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2. The Messiah would come from Bethlehem

2 Samuel 7:12-13
But you David, when your days are over and you rest with 
your Fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 
who will come from your own body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for 
my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 

Matthew 1:1 
“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of 
David…”

The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and proclaimed in 
Luke 1:31-33,

Luke 1:31-33 
You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

3. The Messiah would have a divine nature

Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 
on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this.

Isaiah predicts that the Messiah would be called the “…
Mighty God, Everlasting Father…” the New Testament 
records the fulfillment of this prophesy in John 14:6-11 and 1 
Timothy 1:16-17:
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John 14:6-10 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
really knew me; you would know my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.” 
9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after 
I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, 
and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are 
not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work.

1 Timothy 1:16-17
But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who would 
believe on him and receive eternal life. 17Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The “address” of the Messiah is becoming more and more 
specific:  Born in Bethlehem, a human descendant of David and 
possessing a divine nature. 

4. The Messiah would be born of a virgin

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel. 

This miraculous prediction is matched with a miraculous 
fulfillment described in Luke 2:26-35 and Matthew 1:18-25:

Luke 2:26-35
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for 
him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took 



29

him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29”Sovereign 
Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
servant in peace.  30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel.” 33The child’s father and mother marveled 
at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts 
of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.”  

Matthew 1:18-25
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 
but before they came together, she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph 
her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 20But after he had considered this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: 23”The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel” --which means, “God with us.” 24When 
Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But 
he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus.

Only one man in history was born in Bethlehem, born of a virgin, 
born with a divine nature and born as a descendant of David.  
That man is Jesus Christ.

Though there are numerous prophetic predictions, I will include 
just one more:  
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5. The Messiah would die as a sin payment for all mankind

Isaiah 53:4-13
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, 
and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 8 …For he was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgression of my people he 
was stricken.9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was 
the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 
though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will 
see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the 
LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his 
soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and 
he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a 
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils 
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For 
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.

Over and over again the New Testament writers make it clear 
that the meaning of Christ’s death is found in the idea of a 
sacrifice or payment for sin.  In fact, the Apostle Peter quotes 
Isaiah 53 as the basis for understanding Christ’s death:

1 Peter 2:24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that 
we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 3:18
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the body but made alive by the Spirit.



31

Messianic prophecy is like an address that pinpoints a 
particular person, at a particular time, in a particular location.  
The Old Testament prophecies, recorded hundreds of years 
before their fulfillment, pinpoint the identity of the Messiah 
as Jesus Christ.  He and He alone, miraculously fulfilled these 
ancient predictions.  Based on prophetic fulfillment, the Bible 
declares Jesus to be the Promised Messiah-King.

Look at it
Read Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 
his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 
virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to 
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her
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1. This passage records the appearance of the angel 
Gabriel to Mary. According to Gabriel’s promise in 
verses 31-33, what is true about the identity of the 
child that Mary was going to conceive?

This statement of Gabriel is a fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy in Isaiah 9:6-7,

For to us a child is born,
     to us a son is given,
     and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
    will accomplish this.

2. How does Luke 1:26-38 provide the groundwork for 
the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:6-8
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Understand it
3. Why do you think it is important that we see Jesus of 

Nazareth in His Jewish context?

The Jewish understanding of the Messiah was that He would 
be the King. This truth is emphasized in Matthew 2:1-11

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together 
all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In 
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written:

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report 
to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.
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1. The Magi (Wise-men) came to Bethlehem looking 
for the child who was born “King of the Jews”. 
According to verses 4-8, where did the Hebrew 
prophets predict that the Messiah-King would be 
born?

2. When the Magi found Jesus in Bethlehem, 
according to verse 11, what was their response?

3. What does this tell you about how they perceived 
Jesus and His role of being the Messiah-King?

The Bible affirms both the predicted Kingship and 
Messiahship of Jesus. Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth 
gives us the back story before the arrival of the Magi in 
Matthew 2. Luke 2:4-20 states,

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
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baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told.

4. What did the angel say about the baby Jesus in 
verse 10-11?
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5. According to verses 16-20, when the Shepherds 
saw the child for themselves, what was their 
response?

Respond to it
1. Why do you think it is important for people to see 

the Bible’s description of Jesus as the Promised 
Messiah-King?

2. The New Testament records the experiences 
of both the Magi and the shepherds when 
they encountered the new born Messiah-King 
(Matthew 2:9-11, Luke 2:16-20). How would you 
describe their thoughts, feelings and actions?

3. What do you think is the connection between 
embracing Jesus as the Messiah-King and 
the affect it had on the lives of the Magi and 
shepherds?
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WEEK 2
JESUS.
COMPASSIONATE 
HEALER. 
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WEEK 2
G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION:

Compassion is a powerful word. It is an action word. Compassion 
means feeling the pain of another. It’s empathy plus concern 
plus action. The Greek word is splangidzomai and it literally 
means to feel something in the deepest part of your guts. This 
feeling can’t be contained; it must express itself. Compassion 
always leads a person to do something to help. Compassion 
motivated Jesus to heal, to set free and to save.

The Gospels record over 26 instances of Jesus’ healings. In 
addition to specific encounters, there are numerous references 
to Jesus’ healing ministry.

Compassion led Jesus to…

• Heal the sick 
• Feed the hungry
• Cleanse the lepers
• Teach the lost
• Grant paralyzed people the ability to walk
• Grant blind people the ability to see
• Grant mute people the ability to speak
• Set free the demon-possessed
• Raise the dead

Jesus felt compassion for people. This compassion led Him to 
action. 

To open your group time, read the following introduction aloud.
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VIDEO SEGMENT
Now, as a group, turn on your TV or Laptop and watch

the video for Week 2, 
JESUS THE COMPASSIONATE HEALER

2 ways to watch:
1. Go to crosslinechurch.com/mml

2. Go to vimeo.com/album/5382165

After Watching, take a moment to initially 
respond with your thoughts about the video.

READ:

Matthew 9:35-36 
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

Mark 1:40-42 
And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on 
his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched 
out His hand and touched him, and *said to him, “I am willing; 
be cleansed.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cleansed.

Luke 7:12-14 
As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who 
had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the 
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town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then 
he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. 
And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”

 Mark 2:1:10
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the 
people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in 
such large numbers that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some 
men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four 
of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of 
the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by 
digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was 
lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed 
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking 
to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are 
you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this 
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take 
your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He 
got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. 
This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Moved with compassion, Jesus healed and delivered 
people. What does this truth reveal about Jesus, His 
character, emotions, concerns, ability?

2. In Mark 2, why do you think Jesus first pronounces that 
the paralytic’s sins are forgiven before he grants him the 
ability to walk?

3. Has compassion ever personally moved you to act upon 
something or for someone? Explain.

4. Our culture often falsely portrays compassion as 
weakness. In Jesus’ case, why was his compassion such a 
pivotal part of his influence and leadership?  

5. If Jesus were to know everything about you and still feel 
compassion for you, how would that make you feel?

Answer the following questions together in your group time.

Now take some time to talk about any additional question 
or thoughts that came from the video, the reading, or the 

discussion

APPLY POINT
This week, look for opportunities to allow compassion to stir you 

to action. 

GOING DEEPER
To have a deeper group or personal study around Jesus as the 

Compassionate Healer, go to the “Going Deeper” section of 
week 2 starting on page 57.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS
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NOTES:
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WEEK 2
D A I LY  R E A D I N G S
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Day 6: Heal Me!  
Greg Munck

Compassion is a precious thing in this day and age. The top 3 things 
people search for on the internet late at night are: Porn, Loneliness 
and Suicide. In a world where selfies, likes and posts of our seemingly 
perfect lives on Instagram, Facebook and Snap Chat would have you 
believe we are more connected than ever before, in all actuality we are 
more disconnected emotionally than any time in history.  Depression, 
anxiety and suicide are at epidemic levels!  The way of the world is not 
working out for us.  The world is longing for the answer to the meaning 
life and you have that answer.  The answer is in a book found in most 
homes across the US and in the top drawer of the nightstand in your 
hotel room, the BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth, just 
a fun acronym I like to use).  I will let you in on a little secret found in 
this book, the meaning for life is a relationship with God!  We have a 
relationship with God by accepting Jesus Christ as our savior.  He is 
the bridge between a holy God and an unholy people. The world is 
sick and crying out for help and you have the cure. We need to have 
compassion for those who are far from God as God has compassion on 
us.  

Who does Jesus see when he looks at you?  Does he care how 
successful you are? Does care what sex you are?  Does he care what 
color you are? Does he care how you dress?  Thank God he does 
not care about anything of those things.  When he sees you, he 
has compassion for you because he knows apart from him you are 
separated from God for eternity. Of course, He wants to heal you 
physically but more importantly He wants to heal you spiritually by 
healing the divide between you and God.   Matthew writes in his book, 

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, 
because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.”  (Matt. 11:28-29)

I can remember the time when our son Elijah was 5 years old, his 
appendix burst, and he went septic, he was in ICU for 11 days 
and we didn’t know if he was going to make it.  That coupled 
with financial pressures from going into full-time ministry (taking 

Read: Matthew 14:14   
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a 75% decrease in income) we found ourselves at one of our 
lowest points emotionally.  Sitting in the cafeteria at Mission 
Hospital in a point of total weakness one us spoke the words, 
“We were better off before.” It was something we were both 
feeling but afraid to verbalize because we felt like it was a slap in 
God’s face for the amazing journey he took us going into full-
time ministry.  Broken before the Lord we cried out for God to 
heal our son.  Elijah soon recovered and our financial situation 
improved.   God answered our prayers specifically at that 
moment, God’s timing is not always our timing, but he is always 
there to carry us through it.

If you’re looking to be healed turn to the only source in the 
universe that truly has the power to heal you: Jesus Christ!

PRAYER

Loving Father, thank you for your amazing compassion.
Help me to fully accept it and live in it.

Lord, I ask that you would heal me physically and spiritually, even when 
I don’t realize I need it. Give me opportunities to show compassion to 

others around me.
In Your name, amen.
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Day 7: Compassion Calling 
Jordan Gash

“Okay, fine, I’ll come and take a look.” I said to Kreig. At that point, 
I had no idea what that look would set in motion for my life. I had 
recently graduated with a Degree in Youth Ministry, but had confidently 
decided that the route I was going to take was not in Youth Ministry or 
church ministry at all. I was only months away from starting a graduate 
program for another occupation when Kreig, a family friend of mine 
called me up. Kreig was acting as interim senior pastor for a church 
and had been asked to find a youth pastor. He knew my plans, but 
convinced me to come and look. When I walked into that youth room 
and saw those students, who had experienced 4 different youth pastors 
in the previous 4 years, I couldn’t help it. I tried to suppress it. I wanted 
to ignore it. It completely interfered with my plans. Nonetheless, 
compassion had its way and I told them I’d do it that day. That set me 
on an 10-year journey in youth ministry. 

Compassion is the way of Jesus. Jesus regularly allowed compassion 
to interrupt his schedule, even when it was inconvenient. Consider our 
passage today, 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (Matt 9:35-36)

In ourselves, we often fail to see the needs of others around 
us because we are looking more at our needs or our desires. 
However, when we come into relationship with Jesus and he 
places His Holy Spirit inside us so that the eyes of our heart 
are enlightened (Eph. 1:18), we tend to see things differently. 
When we are moved in our gut toward compassion, in moments 
and times where you normally wouldn’t, that is the evidence 
of Jesus’ Spirit alive and you. Furthermore, you can be assured 
that when we follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit, life is so 
much more full. I cannot imagine having missed out on the 
immense blessings I have experienced over the years in ministry 
if I hadn’t let compassion call me out. As you go through today, 

Read: Matthew 9:35-36   
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don’t suppress the opportunities to act on Spirit-enabled 
compassion—you never know where Jesus may lead you in it. 

PRAYER

God of compassion, Your love is overwhelming! Your kindness leads me 
to repentance.  Thank you for seeing me and calling me to Yourself.
Thank you for the plans you have for me.  Lord, give me eyes to see 

things like you do and a willingness to act upon Your Holy Spirit’s 
leadings.

I am Your servant. Correct me when I resist and seek my own will.
I love You. Amen.
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Day 8: More than Healing
Nancy Matossian

During my time leading in children’s ministry, I have experienced many 
opportunities to visit little ones in the hospital to pray for healing. One 
in particular, I remember very clearly. Since he was fighting for his little 
pre-mature life, they had to get special clearance for me to even enter 
his space. After praying with the family in the hospital chapel, his dad 
took me upstairs to pray for his son. The NICU had other patients in 
protected beds and as I prayed over every part of Jackson’s tiny being, 
others observed. Most of the time, I do not get to see how God grants 
healing, but in this case it was different. I was approached by a crying 
man 18 months later, in a completely separate setting, sharing how I 
prayed for his boy who is now fully healed and hitting all the markers of 
a boy born full term.

What does Jesus bring? Yes, he brings healing, but it truly is so much 
more. Let’s look at Mark 6:52-56 and witness more than just healing. 

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and 
anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people 
recognized Jesus. They ran throughout that whole region and 
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And 
wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed 
the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch 
even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed. 
(Mark 6:52-56)

More than healing…
People recognized Jesus: Hope. Jesus brought hope to all who 
heard His name. While standing in the NICU praying for Jackson, 
the place was filled with a hope only Jesus provides. 

They ran…to wherever they heard he was: They ran to Him. 
Although we are innately drawn to our Creator, we choose 
mostly to run to Him in times of need. What a beautiful practice 
to run to Him at all times. Today I get to witness Jackson’s dad 
pointing his heart and toes toward Jesus (through social media).

All who touched it were healed: Touch. A touch is all it takes. I 

Read: Mark 6:53-56   
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was moved and healed myself that day I placed my hands on a 
tiny baby and asked God to move.

The healing power of Jesus calls us to a big faith, a faith willing 
to recognize Him and experience His hope, to run to Him 
wherever and whenever, and to reach out and touch the cloak 
of our Savior. That is a great and healing faith. Healing doesn’t 
always look like we pictured, it can be so much more.
 

PRAYER

Lord, give us an unfathomable faith in You. Give us Your hope and Your 
touch. And Lord, as the Great Physician, give us Your healing.

We believe and trust in Your greatness and love for us.
Amen.



53

Day 9: He Sees Me
Gigi Johnson

My 7-year-old plays hard with her little friends all day long. They have a 
blast crafting, imagining, dressing up, and running a pretend hair salon. 
The hours of her day fly by. Come bedtime, though, all she desires is 
time with me, on the basis of “I haven’t seen you all day, Mom.” “Well, 
sweet girl, I’ve literally been home with you all day long. I can tell you 
everything that happened. I was there. You just didn’t see me.” She’d 
hardly noticed my presence during the day simply because she was 
consumed in her play. 

We don’t always recognize someone’s presence or feel someone’s 
closeness when we’re consumed by our own stuff, do we? Sometimes, 
we have to pause from what we’re doing to notice, recognize, and 
connect with the reality of what (or who) is going on around us. In Luke 
7, we catch up with Jesus traveling to a new town to minister and love 
on the people there. Some noticed his arrival, while others did not. It 
says,

As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried 
out—the only son of his mother and she was a widow. And a large 
crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his 
heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’ Then he went up and 
touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, ‘Young 
man, I say to you, get up!’ The dead man sat up and began to talk, 
and Jesus gave him back to his mother. (Luke 7:12-15) 

Jesus raised a man from the dead. Just chew on that for a 
minute. He was dead. Then he was alive, by the power Jesus 
has over death. Though, what I really love about this miracle is 
the amount of compassion Jesus has for this woman. Jesus saw 
a mother consumed by her grief, rightfully so, as she’d just lost 
her only remaining son. She was mourning, crying, distraught. 
I doubt she even looked up through her tears to notice Jesus 
standing there. Yet Jesus saw her and knew how she was feeling. 
His heart broke with hers, and He had sincere compassion. That 
compassion moved Him to dry her tears and perform a miracle—
one she didn’t ask for, but one He knew would bring her broken 
heart immense joy. 

Read: Luke 7:12-14   
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Jesus sees us in our pain. Just like He did with the mother, He 
dries our tears and gives us hope and a future, even when we 
don’t think it’s really possible. Notice His love and His presence 
surrounding you each day, and allow Him to bring joy to your 
heart.

PRAYER

Dear God, thank you for the compassion you’ve shown in my life over 
the years.

Thank you that you see me and meet my needs, even at times I don’t 
necessarily see you. Help me not to miss what you’re doing because I’m 

consumed by other things.
Rather, I desire to be consumed by you! I love you. In Your name, amen.
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Day 10:  Are You Seeing 
Obstacles or the 
Opportunity?
Kenny Luck

Compassion gladdens the hearts of those who travel the road of pain.  

As a prisoner of war, I know that my mother felt trapped in her 
circumstance with no relief in sight. But small acts of kindness on the 
part of a Japanese officer were like emotional tsunamis of the soul 
in the midst of war. Compassion provides hope because someone 
sees you and moves toward you.  The message is: you have not been 
abandoned.  

Every day Jesus walked the earth there were plenty of battles being 
fought — physical, emotional, relational, and psychological - into 
which his compassion found a powerful place and purpose.  Without 
compassion filling and informing His character, Jesus could not have 
met the demands which he came to address among us. This is what 
makes Jesus, Jesus!  That is why – against all odds – people made a way 
to get to Him.

Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors 
that there was no more room, even outside the door. While he 
was preaching God’s word to them, four men arrived carrying a 
paralyzed man on a mat.  They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because 
of the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. 
Then they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. 
Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your 
sins are forgiven.”  (Mark 2:2-4 NLT)

What exactly did Jesus see that filled him with eagerness to 
bless the paralyzed man?

He saw something cool, unconventional, and inspiring. Most 
importantly, Mark records, Jesus labeled it faith.  Circumstances 
(lifelong paralysis) or the odds (big crowds) were not in charge in 
that moment. Instead, a strong hope in a compassionate healer 
pushed them to a strong behavior of faith that defeated those 
potential obstacles. Fixing their hope on Jesus alone, they came, 

Read: Mark 2:1-10   
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they saw, they dug a hole in the roof! 

Jesus wants you to know that you have access to Him, His 
healing, and His compassion right now!  No crowds.  No 
obstacles.  No pre-qualifications.  Only Him and you if you come 
letting no preconceived notion or fear stop you. “So let us come 
boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive 
his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it 
most.” (Heb. 4:16 NLT)

PRAYER

Jesus, thank You for encouraging me to come to You today.  Forgive 
me for listening to other voices in my head that prevent me from being 

here.
I need Your compassion and mercy today. In spite of my circumstances 
and perceived obstacles, I come.  I bring to You my insides – touch me 
and forgive me – I need healing and transformation.  I bring to You my 

outsides – apply Your loving authority and compassion to my seemingly 
unfixable conditions.  You alone are able to give me what I need.

Here I am – speak Your will over me as your child.
I remain here and receive Your blessing in faith today because it is in 

Your name that I come.  Amen.
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FOR DEEPER GROUP OR 
PERSONAL STUDY, GO 
THROUGH PASTOR JP’S 
STUDY OUTLINE:

Jesus the Compassionate Healer
Compassion motivated Jesus to heal, to set free and to save. 
Consider the following passages:

Matthew 14:14
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. 

Matthew 15:32
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion on the crowd because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling 
to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”

Mark 1:40-42 
And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on 
his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched 
out His hand and touched him, and *said to him, “I am 
willing; be cleansed.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and 
he was cleansed

Mark 6:34
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.

Mark 8:2
“I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been 
with me now three days and have nothing to eat.”

Luke 7:12-14 
As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who 
had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the 
town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then 
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he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. 
And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”

Matthew 9:36
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without 
a shepherd.

Mark 6:53-56
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret 
and anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, 
people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole 
region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard 
he was. 56 And wherever he went—into villages, towns or 
countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They 
begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, 
and all who touched it were healed.

Jesus healed lepers, paralytics, the blind, the mute, the 
demonized, those with issues of blood, disabled limbs, seizures, 
comas and even death. To understand the real Jesus, we must 
see Him as the Compassionate Healer.

Look at it
Mark 1:40-42 
And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on 
his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched 
out His hand and touched him, and *said to him, “I am 
willing; be cleansed.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and 
he was cleansed.

Mark 2:1-10
 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, 
the people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered 
in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some 
men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four 
of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of 
the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 
by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man 
was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
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paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking 
to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are 
you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this 
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, 
take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said 
to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them 
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”

1. Jesus was able to see people in their deepest need, 
He had the power to solve their greatest crisis and 
He had the heart to act on their behalf. In Mark 
1:40-42, not only does Jesus heal the leper but He 
reached out and touched him. What do you think this 
communicated to the leper?

2. Compassion prompted Jesus to act but His healings 
also served to present a message. Read the account 
in Mark 2:1-10 of Jesus healing a paralytic. What does 
this healing teach about Jesus and why He came?
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Understand it
1. Why do you think it is important to understand both the 

compassionate heart of Jesus and His healing authority?

2. According to Mark 2:1-10, what is Jesus’ rationale for 
being able to heal? 

3. Jesus was fully integrated and complete as a person, so 
His compassion cannot be separated from His healing 
nor can His healing power be separated from His 
compassion to heal. When you see the compassion and 
healing of Jesus inseparably linked, what does that tell 
you about the identity and purpose of the real Jesus?
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Respond to it
1. Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever.” What do you think this means with 
respect to the compassion and healing of Jesus?

2. Matthew 9:35-36 says, “35 Jesus went through all the 
towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” Jesus is the 
Compassionate Healer and the Good News Proclaimer. 
Just like the crowds of His day, today Jesus sees 
people like sheep without a shepherd and He acts with 
compassion. How do you think Jesus sees you? What do 
you think Jesus wants to do in your life?

3. If you were to believe in and follow Jesus as 
Compassionate Healer, how would your life be any 
different?
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WEEK 3
JESUS.
BONDAGE BREAKER. 
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G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION:

“If the Son shall set you free you are free indeed!” These words 
from John 8:36 are a healing balm to those in spiritual and 
emotional bondage. Sin, Satan, past hurts and lies hold us in 
bondage. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus is the 
Bondage Breaker. 

Jesus is the Bondage Breaker because He is fully God and fully 
man. John 1:1-18 declares that Jesus is the Word and the Word 
is God. Being God, Jesus has life in Himself and this life is the 
light of men. Jesus reveals God to us and fills our lives with grace 
and truth. At the name of Jesus, Satan must flee and His power 
is broken. The deity of Jesus insures His spiritual authority.

Jesus is the Bondage Breaker because His purpose in coming 
to earth was to destroy the works of the devil. The devil is a 
liar, a murderer and a thief. He seeks to kill, steal and destroy. 
But Jesus has come to give us an abundant life. Jesus has 
all authority over sickness, sin, satan and anything that would 
oppose God and attack His people. By virtue of Jesus’ 
resurrection, ascension and seating, Jesus is head over all things 
and we are more than conquerors in Him. 

The mission, authority and resurrection reality of Jesus, place 
Him in a unique position of being able to break the chains of the 
enemy and to bring His people into security and rest.

Jesus is the Bondage Breaker because He removes our guilt, 
heals our hearts and casts out evil spirits from our lives. Jesus 
washes us clean and takes away our shame. Jesus exercises His 
authority over the demonic and sets captives free. The ministry 
of Jesus is to heal and set free. Jesus does this because He is the 
Bondage Breaker.
 

To open your group time, read the following introduction aloud.
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VIDEO SEGMENT
Now, as a group, turn on your TV or Laptop and watch

the video for Week 3, 
JESUS THE BONDAGE BREAKER

2 ways to watch:
1. Go to crosslinechurch.com/mml

2. Go to vimeo.com/album/5382165

After Watching, take a moment to initially 
respond with your thoughts about the video.

READ:

Mark 5:1-20; 2:12 
Jesus and His followers came to the other side of the sea to 
the country of the Gerasenes. 2 He got out of the boat. At once 
a man came to Him from among the graves. This man had a 
demon. 3 He lived among the graves. No man could tie him, 
even with chains. 4 Many times he had been tied with chains 
on his feet. He had broken the chains as well as the irons from 
his hands and legs. No man was strong enough to keep him 
tied. 5 Night and day he was among the graves and in the 
mountains. He would cry out and cut himself with stones.

6 When the man with the demon saw Jesus a long way off, he 
ran and worshiped Him. 7 The man spoke with a loud voice 
and said, “What do You want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I ask You, in the name of God, do not hurt me!” 
8At the same time, Jesus was saying, “Come out of the man, 
you demon!” 9 Jesus asked the demon, “What is your name?” 
He said, “My name is Many, for there are many of us.” 10 The 
demons asked Jesus not to send them out of the country. 
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11There were many pigs feeding on the mountain side. 12 The 
demons asked Him saying, “Send us to the pigs that we may 
go into them.” 13 Then Jesus let them do what they wanted to 
do. So they went into the pigs. The pigs ran fast down the side 
of the mountain and into the sea and died. There were about 
2,000. 14 The men who cared for the pigs ran fast to the town 
and out to the country telling what had been done. People 
came to see what had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and 
saw the man who had had the demons. He was sitting with 
clothes on and in his right mind. The men were afraid. 16 Those 
who had seen it told what had happened to the man who had 
had the demons. They told what had happened to the pigs. 
17Then they asked Jesus to leave their country.

18 Jesus got into the boat. The man who had had the demons 
asked to go with Him. 19 Jesus would not let him go but said 
to him, “Go home to your own people. Tell them what great 
things the Lord has done for you. Tell them how He had pity 
on you.” 20 The man went his way and told everyone in the land 
of Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him. All the 
people were surprised and wondered.

12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them 
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”

Eph. 1:18-20 
I pray that your hearts will be able to understand. I pray that 
you will know about the hope given by God’s call. I pray that 
you will see how great the things are that He has promised 
to those who belong to Him. 19 I pray that you will know how 
great His power is for those who have put their trust in Him. 
20 It is the same power that raised Christ from the dead. This 
same power put Christ at God’s right side in heaven.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Since the Bible describes Jesus as God, what authority do 
you think Jesus possesses?

2. Looking at Mark 5:1-20, what was the response of the 
man who was demonized after Jesus set him free?

3. Jesus frees people from bondage and loves 
people unconditionally. How are freedom and love 
transformative in a person’s life?

4. When you look at your own life and the lives of others, 
what are some of the things that hold us in bondage?

5. What are some things we may need to lay down to truly 
experience the freedom from bondage that Jesus offers?  

Answer the following questions together in your group time.

Now take some time to talk about any additional question 
or thoughts that came from the video, the reading, or the 

discussion

APPLY POINT
Try to take some time this week to clarify in your own mind what 
things hold you bondage. (E.g. Make a list, share with a friend, 

ask a spouse, etc.)

GOING DEEPER
To have a deeper group or personal study around Jesus as the 
Bondage Breaker, go to the “Going Deeper” section of week 3 

starting on page 83.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
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Day 11: Truth that Sets us 
Free 
Grant Gunther

“What you accomplished last year is in the past. If you want to win it all 
again this year, you need to work harder now, since everyone is going 
to be gunning for you.” Entering into my senior year of playing football 
at Tesoro High School this was the constant refrain coming from our 
coaches. We had won our first ever CIF championship the previous 
year, and the coaches were constantly pushing us to stay hungry, to 
keep competing, to keep practicing hard. It could have been so easy 
for us as a team to say we won it all last year, so winning it all again this 
year should be easier, but our coaches knew better. Instead of letting 
us bask in the glory of the previous year’s title they kept on us seniors 
to establish our own identity by winning another championship.

Jesus experienced laziness similar to my senior year with football in 
the people of Israel. In John 8 Jesus shares that those who continue 
or remain in his word will know the truth and be set free from sin. 
However, the Israelites listening push back against Jesus’ word, 
claiming they have no need to be set free, because they are children 
of Abraham. Rather than recognizing their present need to be set free 
by Jesus, they let their past accomplishments (being descendants of 
Abraham) be what justifies them. Truly justified and freed people from 
sin know that their freedom only comes through a relationship with 
Jesus though. They know that no matter their personal accolades or 
how great their past accomplishments might be, true freedom is found 
in Christ alone.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue 
in My word, you really are My disciples. You will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32)

Praise Jesus that he came to set us free from sin and its penalty! 
Praise Jesus that what we could never accomplish on our own, 
he accomplished for us through his life, death and resurrection! 
Each day would we desire to continue to know and abide with 
Jesus and his word, so that we might be reminded of where our 
freedom really comes from and be encouraged to live our lives 
fully for him.

Read: John 8:30-36   



74 

PRAYER

Lord Jesus thank you for coming to set me free!
Often times I can so easily focus on myself, 

and lose sight of my need to be set free from my sin by You.
Create in me a desire to abide daily with You that I won’t forget where 

my freedom truly comes from, and that I might follow You wherever You 
lead me.
Amen.
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Day 12: Truly Set Free 
Greg Munck

I’m a blessed and thankful man but my life has not been easy to say 
the least.  Someone asked me once, “If you could change one thing 
about your past what would it be?”  I don’t have enough time today to 
list all the things that flashed through my mind, but here are a few of 
the highlights: Numerous trips to the hospital for stitches, doing drugs 
with my dad in 7th grade, being evicted and moving constantly as a 
youth, that first fist fight with my dad so he wouldn’t drive drunk, my 
girlfriend telling me she was pregnant when I was 16, my dad missing 
many of my birthdays, my money being stolen by my family, seeing my 
father beaten from head to toe lying in blood-soaked sheets, fighting in 
combat, bagging and tagging body parts of my fellow soldiers.  I could 
go on, but for now you get the picture.
  
As I thought about the question of what I would change, I responded 
with, “I would not change a thing!”  Say what?!  Why you may ask.  
Because all those things have made me the man I am today.  If you 
take some of those things away you take away part of the complexity 
of who Greg Munck is. The most unexpected Renaissance man you 
have ever met.  All kidding aside, I’m amazed how God takes our worst 
and uses it for his best.  The good, the bad and the ugly of my story 
has impacted the lives of 100’s over the years.  It is amazing how we 
spend so much time and energy trying to keep ourselves and the ones 
we love from conflict, suffering, difficulty, testing and problems that we 
forget that God uses those exact things to mold us and shape us into 
who we are suppose to be.  Think about the times you have grown the 
most as a human being, was it during the times of zero conflict and 
no stress or during those times of testing, suffering and trials that you 
actually grew the most.  For me and I’m sure for you it was the latter. 
 
God understands our plight. The spiritual implications of today’s verses 
in Hebrews are gigantic.

Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as 
slaves to the fear of dying. (Heb. 2:15)

That God in 3 distinct persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) took 
the form of a man (Son-Jesus Christ), so he could empathize with 

Read: Hebrews 2:14-18   
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us, so He could feel our frailty to show us grace and compassion 
in our time of need!  Most important of all since He could die, 
that made him the perfect sacrifice to take away all of our sins 
past, present, and future.  Remember what Christ has done for 
you and do not allow fear of suffering, trials and even death to 
steal your joy.  Live a bold and purposeful life knowing that you 
have been truly set free from all of those things!

PRAYER

Mighty God, you have been and always are sovereign in my life.
Lord God, I ask that you would use me in a powerful way no matter what 

I am going through. Help me to not live in fear and help me to know 
that I am your loved child!

Amen.
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Day 13: Just Let Me Do It 
Sarah Aungst

“No thank you, I can do it.” If you are anything like me, you say this 
often.  I confess that I am a stubborn individual that attempts to 
do all things themselves.  I will start a project (like fixing a plugged 
sink, sewing a hole in my favorite jacket, removing a salsa stain, or 
refurbishing furniture) and sometime in the middle of the task my 
helpful family members and friends will humbly offer help or wisdom.  
So kind right!?  Right!  However, 99% of the time I refuse.  I refuse 
because I want to feel like I am working hard and my pride wants the 
success of a mastered task. 

The only problem is that these tasks rarely come out as planned.  They 
may come out clumsy or mediocre.  The may even just stay completely 
stuck like the lid of a pickle jar that I attempt to wrestle open on my 
own.  If I am honest, my projects turn out MUCH better when someone, 
typically my twin sister, pushes me aside and firmly suggests, “Just let 
me do it.” 

Isn’t this similar to how we are with Jesus?  We try to do everything on 
our own.  We try to clean ourselves up.  We try to change our hearts 
and actions.  We try to transform ourselves.  When, all the while, He is 
trying to remind us that He has done it and is doing it.  In the midst of a 
confusing time Paul reminds the people of Colossae about who Jesus 
is, what He did for them, and what He will continue to do so they could 
see that they have all the help they need in Jesus:

For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, and 
you have been filled by Him, who is the head over every ruler and 
authority. You were also circumcised in Him with a circumcision 
not done with hands, by putting off the body of flesh, in the 
circumcision of the Messiah. Having been buried with Him in 
baptism, you were also raised with Him through faith in the working 
of God, who raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead 
in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you 
alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses. (Colossians 2:9-13)

Wherever you are at today, imagine Jesus is gently pushing 
you aside and saying, “Just let me do it.”  You have been filled 

Read: Colossians 2:9-15   
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BY HIM and are being transformed IN HIM.  We are a project 
that we cannot do alone.  In Him you have been fulfilled, freed, 
buried & raised, made alive, and forgiven.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank you for what you have done for me.
Thank you for forgiving me, saving me, and transforming me.

I am sorry for how I have tried to do it on my own and I thank you for the 
reminder to let you do your work in me.  Jesus help me to live in you 

and by you. Amen.
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Day 14: When The Light 
Breaks Through 
Taylor Jones

I can tell you this much about being alone in the woods in the dark of 
night, ten miles from the closest other person: it is eerie. Think, “Blair 
Witch Project” eerie—the disorienting darkness, the stillness of the night 
air, the unsettling sounds from just beyond the reach of a flashlight. To 
clarify, I was on assignment for a writing class. Tasked with spending an 
extended time alone in the woods and writing about the experience, 
I had set out for an overnight backpacking trip in the Los Padres 
National Forest. 

The hike to the area in which I was to camp took longer than I expected 
and I arrived at my destination after dark. And fumbling in the 
darkness, it was also more difficult than I expected to get a fire started. 
After about an hour of failing to get the dense oak firewood that I 
hastily collected to catch flame, I had given up hope of a campfire. 
But after resigning myself to an unsettled night in the dark, light finally 
broke through. While I lay sleepless in my sleeping bag a few feet 
away, the embers of my attempted fire finally ignited the wood stacked 
above and caught flame. The light of the fire changed everything 
about my experience. The woods that had seemed foreboding and 
dangerous in the dark now seemed beautiful, even cozy in the fire’s 
warm glow. Everything changed when the light broke through. If 
going from darkness to firelight changed everything for me that night, 
imagine going from lifelong blindness to instant sight. This is what we 
see play out in Matthew chapter 9.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by 
the Devil. He ate nothing during those days and at the end of them 
he was hungry. The Devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
tell this stone to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written, 
man shall not live by bread alone.” Jesus returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit.  (Luke 4:1-4, 14)

Jesus was physically and emotionally weak but God was with 
Him, in Him, and coming out of Him victoriously to defeat the 
Tempter.  His secret weapons?  The Holy Spirit and God’s word.  

Read: Matthew 9:18-35   
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He was full of and led by the Spirit before, during and after.  And 
when the suggestion to compromise his commitment to God 
came, he plunged God’s word into the heart of the lie, killing the 
temptation by openly hurling truth into the Suggester’s offer.  
God has given every believer these same weapons to defeat our 
temptations and break our bondages.  They are weapons we 
must use today. 

PRAYER

Jesus, thank you for not compromising your love for God and me when 
you were tempted.

Thank you that you live in me and want me to experience victory today 
over all temptation and compromise.

Fill me with the Holy Spirit.  Lead my thoughts.
Call to mind your word.  Open my mouth to speak your truth out loud 

in the face of any suggestion to compromise my faith.  Help me to fight 
like you today!

In Your name, Amen.
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Day 15:  Feeling Low?  
Watch Out!  
Kenny Luck

Adversity makes all of us vulnerable. Take your pick - an unexpected 
cancer, unrelenting circumstances, unexpected losses, or an 
unwelcomed ending to a relationship, career, or dream can throw 
even the strongest among us into a tailspin of self-pity, cynicism, and 
depression. Things don’t go as we expected or hoped leaving us a little 
dazed, confused, or even angry at God.  We look up to the sky and say, 
“Really?”  

The simple fact of the matter is that when we are feeling low, lonely 
or like life isn’t fair, we are open to any suggestion that provides relief.  
Bad feelings feel bad! So, it’s normal to want to feel good again or at 
least less bad.  In fact, the Devil relishes our adverse circumstances 
and the negative emotions that go with them.  For him they are like a 
FLAMMABLE liquid which is easily set on fire with one well-timed, well-
thrown, and well-lit suggestion that – if accepted – will produce great 
bondages we could never foresee. 

In Luke’s Gospel, we find Jesus super-depleted, in Satan’s crosshairs, 
and being offered solutions that will give temporary relief or 
satisfaction but demand that he act out of character as God’s Son.  Like 
us at times, he’s alone in his circumstances, physically depleted, and 
vulnerable to attack.  In his own state of human weakness, Jesus shows 
us how, in God’s family, we defeat both the tempter and the temptation 
by defeating evil suggestions.  His keys to his victory are ours as well.

nd as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, 
crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.”  When he entered 
the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, 
“Do you believe that I am able to do this? ”They said to him, “Yes, 
Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith 
be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly 
warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” But they went away 
and spread his fame through all that district. (Matt 9:27-31)

In the life of Jesus, the kingdom of heaven broke into our broken 
world. He healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out demons and 

Read: Luke 4:1-14   
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gave sight to the blind. Jesus continues to be our physical healer 
and there is coming a day when He will come again and open 
every blind eye. But Jesus’ miracles not only invite us to seek 
Him as our healer physically, but also as our bondage breaker 
spiritually. The Bible repeatedly uses blindness to describe 
our spiritual condition apart from an intervention from God. 
Whatever is causing you spiritual blindness—sin habits that feel 
enslaving, vain hope in things that could never really satisfy, lies 
told to you by our enemy—an encounter with Jesus is what gives 
sight. Praise God that Jesus breaks through the darkness! Jesus, 
our sight-giver. Jesus, our freedom. Jesus, our light in darkness. 

PRAYER

Lord, thank you that You break through the darkness!
There is more that blinds my heart than I even know and I praise You 
that You are able to set me free. Please empower me by Your Spirit to 

set my heart on You, to see myself and the world around me as You do, 
and to hope in Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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FOR DEEPER GROUP OR 
PERSONAL STUDY, GO 
THROUGH PASTOR JP’S 
STUDY OUTLINE:

Jesus the Bondage Breaker
The ministry of Jesus is to heal and set free. Jesus does this 
because He is the Bondage Breaker.

Look at it
Read the following passages:

Mark 1:23-26
There was a man in the Jewish place of worship who had a 
demon. The demon cried out, 24 “What do You want of us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know 
Who You are. You are the Holy One of God.” 25 Jesus spoke 
sharp words to the demon and said, “Do not talk! Come out 
of the man!” 26 The demon threw the man down and gave a 
loud cry. Then he came out of him. 

Mark 1:29-34
Jesus and His followers came out of the Jewish place of 
worship. Then they went to the house of Simon and Andrew. 
James and John went with them. 30 They told Jesus about 
Simon’s mother-in-law who was in bed, very sick. 31 He went 
and took her by the hand and raised her up. At once her 
sickness was gone. She got up and cared for them.

32 In the evening as the sun went down, the people took all 
who were sick to Jesus. They took those who had demons 
to Him. 33 All the town gathered at the door. 34 Jesus healed 
those who were sick of many kinds of diseases. He put out 
many demons. Jesus would not allow the demons to speak 
because they knew Who He was.

Mark 5:1-20 
Jesus and His followers came to the other side of the sea to 
the country of the Gerasenes. 2 He got out of the boat. At 
once a man came to Him from among the graves. This man 
had a demon. 3 He lived among the graves. No man could 
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tie him, even with chains. 4 Many times he had been tied with 
chains on his feet. He had broken the chains as well as the 
irons from his hands and legs. No man was strong enough 
to keep him tied. 5 Night and day he was among the graves 
and in the mountains. He would cry out and cut himself with 
stones.

6 When the man with the demon saw Jesus a long way off, he 
ran and worshiped Him. 7 The man spoke with a loud voice 
and said, “What do You want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I ask You, in the name of God, do not hurt me!” 8 

At the same time, Jesus was saying, “Come out of the man, 
you demon!” 9 Jesus asked the demon, “What is your name?” 
He said, “My name is Many, for there are many of us.” 10 The 
demons asked Jesus not to send them out of the country. 
11There were many pigs feeding on the mountain side. 12 The 
demons asked Him saying, “Send us to the pigs that we may 
go into them.” 13 Then Jesus let them do what they wanted 
to do. So they went into the pigs. The pigs ran fast down the 
side of the mountain and into the sea and died. There were 
about 2,000. 14 The men who cared for the pigs ran fast to 
the town and out to the country telling what had been done. 
People came to see what had happened. 15 They came to 
Jesus and saw the man who had had the demons. He was 
sitting with clothes on and in his right mind. The men were 
afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told what had happened 
to the man who had had the demons. They told what had 
happened to the pigs. 17 Then they asked Jesus to leave their 
country.

18 Jesus got into the boat. The man who had had the demons 
asked to go with Him. 19 Jesus would not let him go but said 
to him, “Go home to your own people. Tell them what great 
things the Lord has done for you. Tell them how He had pity 
on you.” 20 The man went his way and told everyone in the 
land of Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him. 
All the people were surprised and wondered.

Mark 6:34
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.
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Mark 5:24-34
Jesus went with him. Many people followed and pushed 
around Jesus. 25 A woman had been sick for twelve years with 
a flow of blood. 26 She had suffered much because of having 
many doctors. She had spent all the money she had. She 
had received no help, but became worse. 27 She heard about 
Jesus and went among the people who were following Him. 
She touched His coat. 28 For she said to herself, “If I can only 
touch His coat, I will be healed.” 29 At once the flow of blood 
stopped. She felt in her body that she was healed of her 
sickness.

30 At the same time Jesus knew that power had gone from 
Him. He turned and said to the people following Him, “Who 
touched My coat?” 31 His followers said to Him, “You see the 
many people pushing on every side. Why do You ask, ‘Who 
touched My coat?’” 32 He looked around to see who had 
done it. 33 The woman was filled with fear when she knew 
what had happened to her. She came and got down before 
Jesus and told Him the truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be free from your 
sickness.”

1. What do all these stories have in common?

2. From what types of bondage does Jesus set people 
free?

3. What do these stories tell you about Jesus? What 
observations can you make about His power, His 
heart for people, His purpose in people’s lives?
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Understand it
According to the New Testament, Jesus is the unique God-
Man who has divine authority over all things. John 1:1-18 and 
Philippians 2:5-11 say this about the nature and authority of 
Jesus:

John 1:1-5, 14-18
The Word (Christ) was in the beginning. The Word was 
with God. The Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 He made all things. Nothing was made without 
Him making it. 4 Life began by Him. His Life was the Light for 
men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness. The darkness has 
never been able to put out the Light…

14 Christ became human flesh and lived among us. We saw 
His shining-greatness. This greatness is given only to a much-
loved Son from His Father. He was full of loving-favor and 
truth.

15 John told about Christ and said, “I have been telling you 
about this One. I said, ‘He is coming after me. He is more 
important than I because He lived before me.’” 16 From Him 
Who has so much we have all received loving-favor, one 
loving-favor after another. 17 The Law was given through 
Moses, but loving-favor and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 The much-loved Son is beside the Father. No man has ever 
seen God. But Christ has made God known to us.

Philippians 2:5-11
Think as Christ Jesus thought. 6 Jesus has always been as 
God is. But He did not hold to His rights as God. 7 He put 
aside everything that belonged to Him and made Himself the 
same as a servant who is owned by someone. He became 
human by being born as a man. 8 After He became a man, He 
gave up His important place and obeyed by dying on a cross. 
9 Because of this, God lifted Jesus high above everything 
else. He gave Him a name that is greater than any other 
name. 10 So when the name of Jesus is spoken, everyone 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth will bow down 
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before Him. 11 And every tongue will say Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Everyone will give honor to God the Father.

Jesus’ authority extends over all created things; over all things 
good and evil; over all human, angelic and demonic beings. 
Jesus has authority over anything that could put us in bondage. 
Based on Romans 8:31-39:

What can we say about all these things? Since God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32 God did not keep His own Son for 
Himself but gave Him for us all. Then with His Son, will He 
not give us all things? 33 Who can say anything against the 
people God has chosen? It is God Who says they are right 
with Himself. 34 Who then can say we are guilty? It was Christ 
Jesus Who died. He was raised from the dead. He is on the 
right side of God praying to Him for us. 35 Who can keep us 
away from the love of Christ? Can trouble or problems? Can 
suffering wrong from others or having no food? Can it be 
because of no clothes or because of danger or war? 36 The 
Holy Writings say, “Because of belonging to Jesus, we are 
in danger of being killed all day long. We are thought of as 
sheep that are ready to be killed.” 37 But we have power over 
all these things through Jesus Who loves us so much. 38 For I 
know that nothing can keep us from the love of God. Death 
cannot! Life cannot! Angels cannot! Leaders cannot! Any 
other power cannot! Hard things now or in the future cannot! 
39 The world above or the world below cannot! Any other 
living thing cannot keep us away from the love of God which 
is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

1. How does the authority and love of Jesus free us from 
bondage?
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Respond to it
1. How do you think people would respond today if Jesus 

set them free from their bondage?

2. The Bible says that the real Jesus is the Bondage Breaker. 
How do you need Jesus to set you free?
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WEEK 4
JESUS.
CRUCIFIED SAVIOR.  
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INTRODUCTION:

The fact that Jesus of Nazareth was a historical person who lived 
and died is a universal truth. In fact, very little controversy exists 
about the details of His death. What is disputed is its meaning. At 
least four interpretations are generally offered as to the meaning 
of Christ’s death. The first is that Jesus was a revolutionary who 
upset the status quo of the Jewish and Roman leadership and 
therefore was a martyr for a cause. He was a victim of corruption 
and deceit. A good man who died for speaking against power 
and religious hypocrisy.

The second interpretation of Jesus’ death is known as 
the “Example Theory”. This view looks at Jesus’ death as a 
demonstration by God the Father of how much He loves 
humankind. Jesus’ death is an example of the lengths God 
will go to show His creation the love He has for them. This is 
a religious interpretation that exclusively sees the cross as a 
message of love.

The third interpretation of Jesus’ death is known as the “Moral 
Influence Theory”. This view is also a religious interpretation 
of Christ’s death. In this view the example of Jesus’ death is so 
compelling that people who look to Jesus are moved by His 
example to personal acts of sacrifice and service. The death 
of Jesus has a moral influence on people that motivates their 
behavior to love and serve God.

The fourth view of Jesus’s death is known as the “Substitutionary 
Atonement Theory”. This view interprets Christ’s death as a 
payment for sin. Jesus died as our substitute and His sacrifice 
made atonement for the sins of humanity. The death of Jesus 
is seen as both an example of God’s love and also of God’s 
justice. Jesus’ death is seen as a just payment for sin and as a 
demonstration of love for the sinner.

To open your group time, read the following introduction aloud.
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While each of these views has merits and certain things 
they share in common, a comprehensive study of the Bible 
conclusively supports the fourth view. Jesus’s death was a 
substitutionary sacrifice that made atonement for all of our sins.

VIDEO SEGMENT
Now, as a group, turn on your TV or Laptop and watch

the video for Week 3, 
JESUS THE BONDAGE BREAKER

2 ways to watch:
1. Go to crosslinechurch.com/mml

2. Go to vimeo.com/album/5382165

After Watching, take a moment to initially 
respond with your thoughts about the video.

READ:

Mark 15:33-39 
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three 
o’clock. 34 Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, 
my God, why have you abandoned me?”

35 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was 
calling for the prophet Elijah. 36 One of them ran and filled a 
sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him on a reed stick 
so he could drink. “Wait!” he said. “Let’s see whether Elijah 
comes to take him down!”

37 Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. 
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38And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom.

39 When the Roman officer who stood facing him saw how he 
had died, he exclaimed, “This man truly was the Son of God!”

Heb. 10:11-18  
Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers 
before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices 
again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But our 
High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for 
sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of honor 
at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his enemies are 
humbled and made a footstool under his feet. 14 For by that 
one offering he forever made perfect those who are being 
made holy.

15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says,

16 “This is the new covenant I will make
    with my people on that day, says the LORD:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds.”

17 Then he says,

“I will never again remember
    their sins and lawless deeds.”

18And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer 
any more sacrifices.

Rom. 3:23-25a 
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his 
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from 
the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the 
sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they 
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What do you think was the response of Jesus’ disciples 
(and others who believed Jesus was the messiah) when 
they saw him die?

2. The “curtain” that is torn in Mark 15 refers to a thick 
curtain in the temple that separated the Holy Place from 
the Holy of Holies—a room where only the High Priest 
could enter once a year to convene with the presence 
of God. What do you think was the significance of the 
curtain being torn upon Jesus’ death?

3. Jesus’ crucifixion is familiar to most people to some 
degree, How have you personally reacted to it in the 
past?

4. Why do you think Jesus had to die?

5. How does being “made right with God” change a 
person’s life?

Answer the following questions together in your group time.

Now take some time to talk about any additional question 
or thoughts that came from the video, the reading, or the 

discussion

APPLY POINT
If Jesus’ death makes you right in the sight of God, you are set 

free from the heavy burden of shame—think about what that can 
mean for your daily life. 

GOING DEEPER
To have a deeper group or personal study around Jesus as the 
Crucified Savior, go to the “Going Deeper” section of week 4 

starting on page 111. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS
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Day 16: Only a Dead Fish 
Goes with the Flow 
Jordan Gash

Do you ever have those sweet memories that make you stop, smile 
and affectionately let out a good long “mmmmmm” sigh. One of 
those memories for me was floating down the Rogue River on trips 
up to Oregon as a kid. I can recall jumping in an inner tube at the 
headwaters, throwing on my sunglasses, laying back and enjoying the 
ride. There were rapids here and there, but really they were bumps that 
just got you wet a bit and made it fun. The flow was nothing crazy…or 
so I mistakenly thought. I remember a moment where I was chillin in 
my inner tube, kicking back and all of a sudden I saw my exit point go 
by me in the corner of my eye. Yikes! Time to go! As soon as I hit the 
water I was shocked by how fast I was moving downstream. This wasn’t 
a “casually swim to the exit” type of scenario. This was a “furiously and 
unrelentingly swim or you aren’t making it bro” type of scenario. Luckily 
I made it, but collapsed from exhaustion when I hit the shore. 

Here is the deal, friends: you can choose to casually go along with 
the world, it’s indulgent pleasures, and it’s self-gratifying nature, but 
it’s taking you somewhere I can guarantee you don’t want to go. It’s 
only when we forsake our choice to believe what the world says is 
true and start putting our faith in what God says is true that we realize 
the severity of the world’s opposition against believers in Christ. 
Choosing to stand for Christ and His Kingdom will never be easy in 
our world. Though, the choice to pursue Christ with all your heart, 
mind and strength will achieve for you a life of fullness that is far better 
and eternal. The scene of Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion noticeably 
contrasts our Savior’s choices to stand up for God’s will against 
everyone else’s that gave in to their own selfishness and the world’s 
desires.

“Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked 
Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed 
Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
Pilate release Barabbas instead. “What shall I do, then, with the one 
you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. Crucify him!” They 
shouted. “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But 
they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” Wanting to satisfy the 

Read: Mark 15:1-15   
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crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and 
handed him over to be crucified. (Mark 15:9-15)

I always am heartbroken when I read this story. For Jesus, but 
also for the chief priests, the crowds and Pilate. It reminds 
me of a statement that I read on the wall of a remote housing 
facility in Malawi, Africa, “Only a dead fish goes with the flow.” 
Truth! Those that move along with the world and their flesh are 
perishing. Those who want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection (Phil. 3:10) furiously and unrelentingly swim toward 
Him against the currents. You will have many opportunities today 
to go with the flow of this world and I urge you to not give in, but 
choose life. May God’s strength and peace be upon you.  

PRAYER

Beautiful Savior, you are the ultimate example of courage and 
faithfulness amidst a world of opposition. Help me to drink deep of that 

courage in the Holy Spirit.
I want to know you more, even if it means challenge and suffering. I 

want the life that is truly life. Your life. That which defeated death on a 
cross.

I submit my will to you. Amen
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Day 17: Our Amazing King! 
Grant Gunther

“Screech!” That was the sound of the bus coming to stop behind me 
as I walked to my house, because that driver had just found out I had 
broken a window in the back. As someone who played offensive line in 
football, in that moment I probably had running back or wide receiver 
speed as I ran home to try and avoid getting caught. I was terrified of 
getting caught for breaking the window, because I knew I had done 
something wrong. There was not an ounce of courage in me to face the 
driver and own what I had done.

As we come to Jesus dying on the cross we see the exact opposite 
attitude. Whereas I was terrified to stand under the scrutiny of the 
authority of the bus driver because of what I had done, the crowd 
surrounding Jesus throughout his crucifixion was brazen in their defiant 
attitude toward him. Three times in Mark 15:16-32 Jesus is referred 
to as King (v18, 26, 32) giving him all authority, and still the people 
he came to save attack, insult, and eventually crucify him despite his 
identity as King:

They kept hitting Him on the head with a reed and spitting on Him. 
Getting down on their knees, they were paying Him homage. When 
they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple robe, put His 
clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him. (Mark 15:19-20)

Yet, this is what makes Jesus so amazing. Despite the defiance 
of the people towards him as King, that was precisely why he 
was on the cross in the first place. Jesus died for us, in spite of 
our brazen actions and attitude of rebellion against his authority, 
in order that the sin of those actions and attitude might be 
forgiven.  

Read: Mark 15:16-32   
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus you are so good towards me!
Despite my rebellious actions against You, and defiant attitude towards 

You, that was precisely why You went to the cross for me.
Would my heart always be broken over Your sacrifice for me, that I 

would spend the rest of my days in submission and service to my Great 
King!

Amen.

P.S. I was totally caught for breaking that window, haha.
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Day 18: Love’s Bottom Line 
Kenny Luck

At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock.  
Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have 
you abandoned me?”  Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and 
breathed his last. And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. When the Roman officer who stood 
facing him saw how he had died, he exclaimed, “This man truly was 
the Son of God!” (Mark 15:33-34, 37-39 NLT)

Unchallengeable, bottom-line love requires sacrifice. 

The kind of love that carries the most weight is not the romantic 
kind filling our music downloads, the feel-good kind driving 
story lines in romantic movies, or the lust driven kind fueling 
the sex and porn industry.  The most authentic kind of love is 
sacrificial love. That’s Jesus – the man who volunteered to be 
crucified for you. It’s that simple and that profound.  The action 
itself does all the talking. 

Jesus prophetically explained love’s “bottom line” to His 
disciples when He said: “Greater love has no one than this, that 
one lay down his life for his friends.” No mystery and guesswork 
here. Jesus wants all His followers to know this about Him: “I am 
willing to set my own comfort and well-being aside to secure 
your well-being and comfort.  Remember, I am your crucified 
Savior and I did the one thing I could do to help you do what 
only you can do - trust me with your life.”  

The Bible says that Jesus’ crucifixion is the believer’s motivation.  
Practically, that means a Christ-follower doesn’t have to pump 
themselves up, manufacture a feeling, or isolate themselves 
away to refuel their commitment to Jesus.  We simply need to 
pause, remember, and take in the process of crucifixion one 
injustice, one lash, and one nail at a time and we will ground 
ourselves once again.  A bloody Savior and lazy believer is an 
oxymoron and incongruent to the sacrifice.  A believer honors 
the sacrifice.  

Read: Mark 15:33-47   
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“And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live 
for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again.” 2 Corinthians 5:15 

Where do you draw your energy to love God and find your 
motivation? Slow down.  Remember.  Reflect.  Refuel.  Right now.
 

PRAYER

Jesus today I want to honor Your sacrifice by recognizing it.  Thank 
You for facing and then choosing crucifixion for me.  I want to honor 

Your choice to die with a decision of my own right now.  You gave all of 
yourself for me and right now I give all of myself back to You – all that I 

am, all that I hope, and all that I have I place under Your loving control.  I 
release myself fully to You and Your plan for my life no matter what the 

cost.  Let the rest of my life be a simple thank you for what You have 
done for me. In Your wonderful name I pray.  Amen.



107

Day 19: Paid In Full 
Taylor Jones

An admittedly lame joke leaves my mouth about half of the time 
I open mail that I know will be a bill, “They only love me for my 
money.” Deep down, I know it’s not that funny and I’m well aware 
that the light chuckle that my wife gives me comes from the 
goodness of her heart rather than from my comedic chops. At 
this point, it just falls out of my mouth by force of habit—maybe 
I’ve got a problem. A couple of years ago, I received a pleasant 
surprise in a letter that I expected to be a bill. I picked up the 
envelope, saw that it was from the company to which I made my 
car payment, and muttered my usual banal quip, “They only love 
me for my money.” Only this time was different. Rather than a bill 
to be paid, enclosed in the envelope was a check made out to 
me in the amount of my usual monthly payment. I had recently 
finished paying off my car and, distracted by a particularly busy 
season of life, I had forgotten to cancel the automatic payments 
I was making to the car company. I was unnecessarily paying for 
something that was already paid in full.

There’s a parallel here to the way that many of us relate to God. 
When we become aware of our sin we often have an instinct to 
punish ourselves, to pay. Or maybe we think, “I just need to let 
God cool off for a little while before I come to Him.” So we get 
down on ourselves. Or we avoid God until our feeling of guilt 
subsides. Or we try (in vain) to make up for our sin by doing 
something we consider “above and beyond.” But the good news 
of Jesus tells a different story. 

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until 
his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after 
saying, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write 
them on their minds,” then he adds, “I will remember their sins and 
their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, 
there is no longer any offering for sin.” (Heb. 10:11-17)

Read: Hebrews 10:1-18   
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When Jesus offered himself as an all-sufficient sacrifice for sin—
the righteous for the unrighteous, the creator for the created—
every sin of those who would trust in Him was paid for in full. The 
Holy Spirit transforms us and the right response for forgiveness 
is to turn away from sinful patterns, but there is no more payment 
to be made, no penance to complete. In the midst of whatever 
sin you become aware of in your life, praise God that it is paid 
in full. Praise God that he offers grace, upon grace, upon grace, 
upon grace. And let that grace transform you from the inside out.
 

PRAYER

Lord, thank you that all of my sin—past, present and future—was paid in 
full on the cross of Jesus Christ. Thank you that you remember my sin no 

more.
Help me to so deeply understand your forgiveness that it transforms me 
into the kind of person that you created me to be. In the name of Jesus, 

my all-sufficient sacrifice, amen!
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Day 20: We are the Worst! 
Sarah Aungst

It had been a long day of errands.  My sister, mom, and I had 
a laundry list of places to go and things to pick up before my 
brother’s soccer game.  By the time we had reached “Michael’s 
Art Supplies, Crafts, & Framing” to grab supplies for my mom’s 
2nd grade class I was BORED.  It was at that moment that I saw 
a glorious toy on the ground, a plastic grape that had fallen off 
one of the fake plants displayed on the next aisle over.  It was 
squishy and bouncy and fun.  Obviously I asked my mom if I 
could keep it and obviously she denied my ridiculous request.  
Disclaimer:  It is at this point in the story that I must clarify that I 
had many wonderful toys at home and a very happy childhood.  
I was just SO BORED that a fake grape was moderately 
entertaining.  Also, this was pre-cell phones and modern parent 
distraction tools.

Back to the story!  After she denied my request I pretended to 
put it back but then quickly snuck it into my pant pocket!  Bam, 
in one instant I became a shoplifter!  My innocent, sweet, naïve 
self became a lying, stealing felon in an instant!

I know this is a silly story but it speaks to something so true 
about all of us; we are the worst!  We are all messed up!  It is 
easy for us to lie, steal, and cheat because that is our truest 
nature!  In fact, Paul says just that to the Romans:

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. They are 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. God presented Him as a propitiation through faith in His 
blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His restraint 
God passed over the sins previously committed. God presented 
Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that 
He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith 
in Jesus. (Romans 3:23-26)

We sin and we definitely fall WAY short of the glory of God.  This 
is who we are and our very nature, our sinfulness, deserved 
death.  Good thing Paul kept going.  He goes on to mention 

Read: Romans 3:21-26  
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the redemption in Jesus.  God’s saving righteousness has been 
manifested now in the death of Jesus Christ, so that God’s justice 
and love are reconciled in the cross. Wherever you are at today, 
remember that we are the worst and that Jesus is righteous and 
the only righteousness in us. 

PRAYER

God, you are so good!
You love us even though we do not deserve it!  We fall short every day 
and chose our selfish desires over you and yet you still love us.  Thank 

you for sending Jesus to pay for our sins.  I pray that the world may see 
His righteousness through me.

Amen.
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G O I N G  D E E P E R
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FOR DEEPER GROUP OR 
PERSONAL STUDY, GO 
THROUGH PASTOR JP’S 
STUDY OUTLINE:

Jesus the Crucified Savior
As we get to know the real Jesus, few aspects of the Gospel are 
as doctrinally important as Jesus’ crucifixion.

Look at it
Read the following passage:

Mark 15:9-39
“Would you like me to release to you this ‘King of the Jews’?” 
Pilate asked. 10 (For he realized by now that the leading 
priests had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 11 But at this point the 
leading priests stirred up the crowd to demand the release 
of Barabbas instead of Jesus. 12 Pilate asked them, “Then 
what should I do with this man you call the king of the Jews?”

13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

14 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?”
But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!”

15 So to pacify the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. 
He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, then 
turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.

16 The soldiers took Jesus into the courtyard of the governor’s 
headquarters (called the Praetorium) and called out the 
entire regiment. 17 They dressed him in a purple robe, and 
they wove thorn branches into a crown and put it on his 
head. 18 Then they saluted him and taunted, “Hail! King of the 
Jews!” 19 And they struck him on the head with a reed stick, 
spit on him, and dropped to their knees in mock worship. 20 
When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off 
the purple robe and put his own clothes on him again. Then 
they led him away to be crucified.

21 A passerby named Simon, who was from Cyrene, was 
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coming in from the countryside just then, and the soldiers 
forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. (Simon was the father of 
Alexander and Rufus.) 22 And they brought Jesus to a place 
called Golgotha (which means “Place of the Skull”). 23 They 
offered him wine drugged with myrrh, but he refused it.

24 Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross. They divided his 
clothes and threw dice to decide who would get each piece. 
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 
26 A sign announced the charge against him. It read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 27 Two revolutionaries were crucified with 
him, one on his right and one on his left.

29 The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads 
in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they yelled at him. “You 
said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in 
three days. 30 Well then, save yourself and come down from 
the cross!”

31 The leading priests and teachers of religious law also 
mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t 
save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this King of Israel, come 
down from the cross so we can see it and believe him!” Even 
the men who were crucified with Jesus ridiculed him.

33 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three 
o’clock. 34 Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, 
my God, why have you abandoned me?”

35 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he 
was calling for the prophet Elijah. 36 One of them ran and 
filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him on a reed 
stick so he could drink. “Wait!” he said. “Let’s see whether 
Elijah comes to take him down!”

37 Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. 
38 And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom.

39 When the Roman officer who stood facing him saw how he 
had died, he exclaimed, “This man truly was the Son of God!”
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1. Each of the four Gospel accounts record the historical 
death of Jesus. According to Mark 15:9-39, what are 
some of the key events around Jesus’ crucifixion?

2. Who were some of the participants in this story and 
how did the those who witnessed Jesus’ death react 
to it?

The Gospels record the historical facts of Jesus’ crucifixion 
and the rest of the New Testament gives commentary as to its 
interpretation. Read the following passage:

Hebrews 10:1-18
The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a 
dim preview of the good things to come, not the good things 
themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated 
again and again, year after year, but they were never able to 
provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. 2 
If they could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices 
would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been 
purified once for all time, and their feelings of guilt would 
have disappeared.
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3 But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their 
sins year after year. 4 For it is not possible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 That is why, when Christ 
came into the world, he said to God,
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings.
    But you have given me a body to offer.

6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings
    or other offerings for sin.
7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God—
    as is written about me in the Scriptures.’”

8 First, Christ said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin 
offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor 
were you pleased with them” (though they are required by 
the law of Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do 
your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the 
second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made 
holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all 
time.
11 Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers 
before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices 
again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But our 
High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for 
sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of 
honor at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his enemies 
are humbled and made a footstool under his feet. 14 For by 
that one offering he forever made perfect those who are 
being made holy.
15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says,

16 “This is the new covenant I will make
    with my people on that day, says the LORD:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds.”

17 Then he says,
“I will never again remember
    their sins and lawless deeds.”

18 And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to 
offer any more sacrifices.
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1. The book of Hebrews examines the superiority of 
Jesus and the New Covenant over the rituals and 
legal demands of Judaism. In Hebrews 10:1-18, how 
does the author compare and contrast the sacrifice of 
Jesus with the sacrifices under the law of Moses?

2. According to verses 10, 12-14, 18, what has the 
sacrifice of Jesus accomplished for people who come 
to God through Him?

Read the following passage:

Romans 5:8-11
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to 
die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have 
been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he 
will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For since 
our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son 
while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved 
through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our 
wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus 
Christ has made us friends of God.
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3. Sin creates a separation between us and God. God’s 
justice demanded a righteous payment and God’s 
love provided the sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf. 
According to Romans 5:8-11, what is now available to 
anyone who will believe in Jesus?

Respond to it
1. Understanding that God is both perfectly holy and 

perfectly loving, how is Christ’s death the unique 
solution to problem of sin?

2. “Christ had to die because only His death could 
justly pay the penalty of sin and only His death could 
adequately express God’s great love for us.” Do you 
agree or disagree with this statement? Why?
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WEEK 5
JESUS.
RESURRECTED LORD.  
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WEEK 5
G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION:

Biblical faith is more than a feeling and more than an 
intellectual assent. Biblical faith is always expressed in personal 
commitment. The validity of that commitment however is not 
the sincerity of the one exercising it but the reliability of its 
object. It is possible to have strong faith in an unreliable object. 
Biblical faith is true faith because its object is true. Often, people 
mistakenly think that the validity of faith is based upon sincerity. 
They reason that faith must be true because people are sincere 
in what they believe. They fail to realize that faith must have an 
object and that an unreliable object produces an unreliable faith.  

Let me illustrate:  Suppose you and I are standing on top of a 
tall skyscraper.  In front of you, connecting the building you are 
standing on with the next building is a steel reinforced bridge.  
In front of me is a thin piece of balsa wood extending across 
from building to building.  With great fear you say, “I don’t know 
if this bridge will support me if I walk across.”  With overflowing 
confidence, I state, “I absolutely believe this balsa wood will 
support me if I walk across.”  We look at each other, we look 
across the expanse and we both exercise faith as we begin to 
walk across.  What happens?  Of course, my weight is too much 
for the balsa wood so it breaks and I plunge for a long drop with 
a sudden end!  You, however, as fearful as you might be, safely 
walk across to the next building.  Both of us expressed faith in 
stepping out to walk across to the next building. The difference 
was not our sincerity or strength of our faith but the reliability of 
the object we put your faith in.  Many people are sincere in what 
they believe but if what they believe is not true then their faith 
is misplaced and ultimately unreliable.  The real issue for a true 
faith is its object.  Is what we believe actually true? 

Christianity is rooted in logical truth statements and verifiable 
historical facts.  The ultimate truth statement and historical fact of 

To open your group time, read the following introduction aloud.
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Christianity is the reality of Christ’s resurrection.  The Bible claims 
that the resurrection of Jesus not only validates all of Jesus’ truth 
claims, it proves that Jesus is the Son of God, the One who can 
forgive our sins and give us the gift of eternal life.

VIDEO SEGMENT
Now, as a group, turn on your TV or Laptop and watch

the video for Week 3, 
JESUS THE BONDAGE BREAKER

2 ways to watch:
1. Go to crosslinechurch.com/mml

2. Go to vimeo.com/album/5382165

After Watching, take a moment to initially 
respond with your thoughts about the video.

READ:

Luke 24:1-9 
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three But on 
the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb 
bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 And they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While 
they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly 
stood near them in dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women 
were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 
said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the 
dead? 6 He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He 
spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the 
Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
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and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” 8 And they 
remembered His words, 9 and returned from the tomb and 
reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.

1 Cor. 15:12-17 
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, 
our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, 
we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we 
have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. 
But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 
either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins.

1 Pet. 1:3-4
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you. 

John 11:25-26
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. The concept of a “resurrection” is a supernatural 
event. Since supernatural events don’t fit the empirical 
scientific approach (something that can be controlled, 
repeated and observed) how can you evaluate whether 
a supernatural event, like a resurrection, actually took 
place?

2. Why do you think the resurrection of Jesus matters? 
What’s the difference if it really happened or we just 
believe it happened?

3. If Christ has truly been raised from the dead, what does 
that mean about who He is and what He can do in a 
person’s life today?

4. Is Jesus’ resurrection easy or difficult for you to believe 
in? Why? 

5. As we wrap up this 5-week study, what have been some 
of the biggest discoveries/takeaways for you personally?

Answer the following questions together in your group time.

Now take some time to talk about any additional question 
or thoughts that came from the video, the reading, or the 

discussion

APPLY POINT
Jesus resurrection validates every other description we have 
discussed in this study (Promised Messiah, Compassionate 

Healer, Bondage Breaker, Crucified Savior)—take some time this 
week to simply praise God for His great power evidenced in the 

resurrection! 

GOING DEEPER
To have a deeper group or personal study around Jesus as the 
Resurrected Lord, go to the “Going Deeper” section of week 5 

starting on page 139.  
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D A I LY  R E A D I N G S
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Day 21: #ProveIt
Gigi Johnson

I’ve always been a rule follower, so long as I can remember. My 
dad, on the other hand, is more of the “prove it” kind of guy. 
You know, the one that goes around touching paint next to “wet 
paint” signs just to see if the signs are lying, and peeking his 
head into doors that say “Do Not Enter” because maybe, just 
maybe, you really can enter and nothing bad happens to you. 
Oh, it used to make me so uneasy as a kid! “Daaaaaaaad,” I 
would say as I pulled him away, nervous someone would “catch 
him”. Sweet guy couldn’t help it—he just had to see for himself…

I know Jesus would understand this desire many of us have to 
experience things for ourselves. In the story of the resurrection 
in Mark 16: 1-14, we see that after His resurrection, Jesus 
begins presenting himself to people—first, one or two at a time, 
later, in groups up to 500 strong. Although those that see him 
go directly and testify, telling everyone that they’ve seen the 
resurrected Jesus, many that hear, including his own disciples, 
don’t quite buy it. Verse 13 reads, “These returned and reported 
it to the rest, but they did not believe them either.”

Personally, I get frustrated when I read this. ‘Why don’t you get 
this, guys?! He’s literally been telling you this would happen! 
Or, gang, just look at the entire Old Testament! Don’t you desire 
to believe?’ Jesus seemed a little disappointed, too, but out of 
compassion, He understood their need to see it for themselves 
far better than I did.

“Later, Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he 
rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to 
believe those who had seen him after he had risen.” (Mark 16:14) 

Jesus knew they needed their own, personal encounter with 
Him. He entered the room in which they were in with the words, 
“Peace be with you”, then generously revealed the wounds in His 
hands and His side to help them believe. 

As we find and follow Jesus in our own lives, He reveals Himself 

Read: Mark 16:1-15  
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to us because He knows we need personal encounters and 
experiences. Even in our process of seeking God and trying to 
determine if what the Bible says is true, He gives us personal 
encounters. God is always at work in and around us, and at times 
He piques our attention with stories and testimonies from others 
that prepare our hearts for these personal encounters. Trust that 
Jesus knows exactly when and where you need an encounter to 
help you believe who He is and how much He loves you. Give 
your life to Him and experience the love, peace, joy, and eternal 
life He offers you.
 

PRAYER

Dear God, thank you that you love me enough to encounter me when I 
need it most. I ask that you would to give me eyes to see and a heart to 

believe as You reveal yourself to me. Then fill me with your Holy Spirit so 
I can experience your love and do your will daily.

I love you! In your resurrected Son’s name I pray, Amen
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Day 22: Hold On Tight!
Jordan Gash

I can distinctly remember that moment when I looked ahead 
and saw the huge swell of bone-chilling 54 degree water about 
to hurl itself right on top of me. It was week 2 of Laguna Beach 
Ocean Lifeguard training and this week was dedicated to 
navigating and rescuing within the Rocks that are so common to 
Laguna Beach. As I stood there on my small rock, my stomach 
was in my throat and I was imagining myself getting plowed 
and pulled across the rocks next to me like a cheese grater. I 
immediately took the posture taught me with four points of 
contact, got low and gripped the rock with all the strength my 
little teenage frame could muster. The wave pounded on top of 
me and surged all around me, but much to my surprise, I shook 
out my hair and wiped my eyes and I was still on that rock. As 
big and ominous as that wave was, the rock held fast and kept 
me from being swept away. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the steadfast rock we choose to 
grasp onto with all our strength. Most specifically, we stand 
upon the belief of His resurrection, declaring that He surely was 
God and His sacrifice for sins was permanent! Once for all! That 
the chains of death have been destroyed because He walked 
out of that tomb. Paul, in some of his final words of his first letter 
the Corinthians speaks extensively about the resurrection. He 
begins with the following statement:

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preach to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By 
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached 
to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:1-2)

There will be countless moments, experiences, and challenges 
that will shake our faith in Christ and His resurrection, especially 
in our current culture that grows increasingly more hostile 
toward our belief. The devil is going the throw all that he’s got 
at us to try and separate us from the Rock. As you move through 
the day today, hold firmly to the steadfast truth of Christ and His 
resurrection that can save you. Do not fear for He is with you.

Read: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
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PRAYER

Jesus, my resurrected Savior, you are a steadfast rock!
Help me to know the power of the resurrection even more.

Holy Spirit, please fill me with the strength to stand upon the truth when 
opposition comes today and in the days ahead. I long to be completely 

captivated by this truth that sets people free. Your will be done in my 
life. Your Kingdom come in my life.

Amen.
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Day 23: Death Couldn’t 
Hold Him! 
Thomas Oh

It’s no myth that the foundation on which the house is built on 
is an important factor to long lasting success. When I was in 
college, I had the opportunity to learn how to set up a concrete 
foundation. As the contractor was teaching me how to level the 
ground, I was able to understand how crucial this process was—
and how annoyingly difficult it was. If you were to ask me today 
if I still remember how to level the concrete, I would confidently 
answer that question with ease: Not at all.  But I do remember 
one thing: The strength of the building lies in its foundation. 

The resurrection of Jesus is a critical foundation of Christian 
doctrine. If the resurrection is inaccurate, Christianity is 
misleading and our beliefs will slowly deteriorate. Most 
religions teach people the fundamental way to live a good life. 
Christianity is fundamentally faith-driven. it does not rely on faith 
in dying man, but in a living God. It is centered around Jesus, 
not us. God the Father gives us the good news of the gospel 
not just to convert us, but to strengthen us along the way to 
eternal life; He gives us what we need in our journey here on 
earth.  It was author Phillip Cary who said, “Christian doctrine 
matters precisely because Christian faith is personal.” Let us also 
consider the words of the Apostle Paul:

Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, 
how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ 
has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain… But now Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For 
since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made 
alive. (1 Cor. 15:12-14, 20-22) 

Paul reminds us to confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe that God raised him from the dead. If we do so, we 
will be saved (Rom. 10:9). As a result of what Jesus had done for 

Read: 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 
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us, we can draw near to God in confidence with full assurance 
of faith (Heb. 10:19-23). Confess your sins to God and He will 
forgive you. There’s nothing you have done that is bigger and/or 
greater than what Jesus had done on the cross. Your identity is 
not defined by what you have done. Your identity is not defined 
by your current feelings. Your identity is in Christ, and in Christ 
alone.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank you for what you have done on the cross. You died on the 
cross so that I can be forgiven. You are my King, my Lord, and my Savior.

Help me to live more like you and be with me as I live for you. Amen.
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Day 24: He’s the Real Deal 
Sarah Aungst

With social media these days you don’t know who people truly 
are.  It is so easy to depict a personality on these platforms that 
are entirely untrue.  It’s like we are living in the TV show “Catfish” 
wondering if the people on social media act or even look like 
their profiles in real life.  It’s hard to know if people are the real 
deal or not!

I imagine this is how many of the people in Jesus’ time felt 
about him!  They heard rumors of Him being the Son of God, 
raising people from death, healing the blind, hanging out 
with lepers, but could it really be true?  Could anyone be that 
wonderful?  That powerful?  Could He be the one the world was 
waiting for?  Well Luke, who wrote the book of Acts, wanted to 
make sure to share with the early church that He was, in fact, the 
real deal and what proves that is His resurrection: 

Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants 
on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 
the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your 
enemies your footstool.”’ Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified. (Acts 2:29-36)

Jesus’ resurrection was the game changer. Without Jesus raising 
from the dead, we would find no power, strength, or guidance.  
Jesus’ resurrection proved that He was both Lord and Christ; 
it proved that He was the Son of God full of His power.  Thank 
goodness!  We do not need to fear disappointment or the let 

Read: Acts 2:29-36



136 

down of realizing He was “too good to be true” or “not how He 
appeared.”  Jesus is the real deal and it says in v.36 let everyone 
know, so let’s do just that!

PRAYER

God you are so powerful and your plans are amazing! It is so incredible 
how you showed your mighty works through the death and resurrection 
of your Son.  Thank you for sending a Son whose reputation may never 

exceed and works never disappoint. Lord, I believe that your Son is 
exactly who He said He was.  Help me to grow in courage and boldness 

to share who Your Son is with all around me. Amen.
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Day 25: Enjoying That 
Which I Could Not Earn 
Taylor Jones

For one night, I experienced the privileges that come with being 
one of the highest-ranking officers in the army of the country of 
El Salvador. This is an odd reality when you consider that I am 
most definitely not one of the highest-ranking officers in the 
army of El Salvador. That distinction belongs to my friend Julio’s 
father. So how did I experience all of his privileges? By being 
his guest. While I lived in El Salvador as a missionary, Julio 
invited a group of friends and me to join his family for a party. 
When I arrived at their home, I was surprised to be greeted by a 
Salvadoran infantryman in uniform. I was even more surprised to 
see infantrymen setting up a karaoke station, serving as referees 
for a pick-up soccer game, cooking food on the grill, and 
waiting on all of the guests. Because Julio’s father considered 
me a friend and because I received his invitation to be his guest 
that evening, I was extended the privileges that he enjoys as a 
man of power. 

Scripture tells us that because of our sin we cannot do or get 
for ourselves what we most need—to be right with God and to 
have unshakeable, eternal hope. And yet, this is the beauty of 
the good news of Jesus: that not only has Jesus conquered sin 
and death as the resurrected Lord, but that He also extends His 
victory to us if we receive it.
 

…because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with 
the mouth one confesses and is saved. (Romans 10:9-10)

To confess that Jesus is Lord and to believe that God raised Him 
from the dead is to receive His invitation to be with Him and to 
follow Him as Lord. When we do this, God extends to us Jesus’ 
right standing and Jesus’ resurrection. This is the hope that 
we’ve always longed for, even if we’ve not always known it—the 
hope that because Jesus is sinless, we too can be counted as 
sinless; the hope that because Jesus has defeated the power of 

Read: Romans 10:9-10 
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sin, we too can have victory over the power of sin; the hope that 
because Jesus rose from death to eternal life, we too can have 
the hope of eternal life. In whatever struggles, disappointments, 
or heartaches you may be going through today, savor the 
fact that Jesus has done for you what you could never do for 
yourself. Savor the fact that, in Him, His resurrection is your 
resurrection. 

PRAYER

Lord, thank you that You have done for me what I could not do for 
myself. Thank you for defeating sin and death and for freely offering me 
Your victory. Please help me to live out Your kind of life in my life today. 

Help me care about the things You care about and love how You love. In 
Christ’s victorious name, Amen.
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FOR DEEPER GROUP OR 
PERSONAL STUDY, GO 
THROUGH PASTOR JP’S 
STUDY OUTLINE:

Jesus the Resurrected Lord
The question of the resurrection is an historical one that can be 
verified or rejected using the methods of historical evaluation.

What do the facts support?  The evidence for Christ’s death and 
resurrection is found in the eye witness accounts of each of the 
four Gospels and the life changing effect of the resurrection is 
described in the Book of Acts and the New Testament letters.  
These sources have been critically analyzed and determined 
to be accurate to the original text and deemed historically 
reliable (See my book, Christianity: Blind Leap or Intelligent 
Commitment; FF Bruce, The New Testament Documents are they 
Reliable; Josh McDowell, Evidence the Demands a Verdict).  The 
objective seeker should look at the facts and make an intelligent 
decision.  

According to the Bible, the critical facts are these:

• The Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) predict the death 
and resurrection of the Messiah (see Ps. 16; Isa. 53)

• Jesus predicted, on numerous occasions, his own death 
and resurrection (see Matt. 16:21)

• Jesus was betrayed by Judas; delivered to the chief 
priests for questioning; and interrogated, beaten and 
scourged by Pilate—as you may have seen in the movie 
The Passion of the Christ (see Matt. 26:57-27:31)

• The crowds cried for Jesus to be executed (see John 
19:1-6)

• Jesus, according to Roman law, was nailed to a cross for 
crucifixion. The victim, weakened by the torture and loss 
of blood, was unable to lift his body into a position to 
take a breath and therefore died of suffocation (see Mark 
15:20-41)

• A Roman executioner certified that Jesus was dead and 
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put a spear through His chest cavity. Out of the wound 
flowed blood and water, indicating massive internal 
bleeding (see John 19:31-37)

• Jesus was anointed for burial and encased in more than 
75 pounds of mummy-like wrappings (see John 19:38-
42)

• The body of Jesus was placed in a tomb, and a huge 
stone was rolled into place to block the entrance (see 
Mark 15:46)

• The tomb was sealed with a Roman seal, and a guard of 
Roman soldiers was placed in front of it (see Matt. 27:62-
66)

• Three days later, the tomb was empty, and the stone had 
been moved a great distance away (see Mark 16:1-8).

• Jesus appeared on many occasions, to many audiences, 
proving that He was alive. On one occasion, He appeared 
to more than 500 eyewitnesses simultaneously (see 1 
Cor. 15:3-11)

• Jesus ascended bodily into heaven in the sight of the 
apostles (see Acts 1:9-11)

• The resurrected Jesus appeared to Saul of Tarsus, a 
Jewish Pharisee. Saul became a devout Christ-follower 
and an apostle, and his name was changed to Paul (see 
Acts 9)

• Bearing witness to Christ’s resurrection transformed the 
lives of 12 fearful men, turning them into apostolic world-
changers (see Acts 1–12)

• The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation for the 
gospel that offers forgiveness of sins; new life and the 
hope of heaven (see 1 Cor. 15)

Either Jesus rose from the dead or He didn’t. If He didn’t, 
then there must be some other plausible explanation for the 
resurrection account. What are the possibilities? Here are four 
options that skeptics and others have presented:

1. Jesus didn’t really die. Rather than dying on the cross, 
Jesus only passed out. In the dampness of the tomb, 
Jesus was revived and then appeared to the disciples, 
who mistakenly thought He was raised from the 
dead. This theory breaks down on several facts. First 
of all, crucifixions killed people! The victim literally 
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suffocated to death. In Jesus’ case, He was nailed to 
the cross, not merely tied down by ropes. A Roman 
executioner pierced His side with a sword, certifying 
His death. He was wrapped with about 75 pounds 
of ceremonial spices and linen wrappings. He was 
placed in a tomb with a huge stone rolled across the 
entrance. A Roman guard was tasked with standing 
watch outside the tomb. Then, on multiple occasions 
over a 40-day period, He appeared to the disciples 
as the Lord of Life. Before a collective audience, He 
ascended out of their sight and into heaven. These 
facts, recorded by multiple eyewitnesses, refute the 
claim that Jesus didn’t die.

2. It wasn’t Jesus on the cross. A look-a-like took Jesus’ 
place. The “resurrection” appearances were made by 
a perfectly healthy Jesus, who had never experienced 
the crucifixion and therefore didn’t need to be raised 
from the dead. Again, this view has serious flaws. The 
foremost is that it would make Jesus a perpetrator 
of a lie. He would be some mastermind of a great 
religious deception. The apostles would also be liars. 
The Roman soldiers who experienced the miracle 
of the resurrection would be liars as well. This view 
disregards the evidence and accuracy of eyewitness 
testimony.

3. The disciples stole the body, made up the story of 
the resurrection, and then preached it to others. 
This view would have us believe that the disciples 
formed a huge religious plot. They somehow 
physically manhandled the Roman guard and then 
kept their secret to their deaths—martyrs’ deaths. 
That’s right—the disciples were killed for their faith. 
It’s true that people have died for a lie, but it was a 
lie they believed was true. This theory asserts that 
the disciples propagated a lie and that they never 
denounced their lie, not even to save their own lives. 
Is it likely that not one person but many people, when 
faced with the option of freedom for telling the truth 
or torture and death for holding onto a lie, would 
continue to lie? The theory that the resurrection was 
a deceptive plot also breaks down when the case of 
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the apostle Paul is considered. Paul claimed to have 
an encounter with the resurrected Christ that was 
completely separate from the experiences of the 
other apostles. Based on this encounter, the entire 
direction of his life changed. If the disciples stole the 
body, then the conversion of the apostle Paul must be 
explained away.

4. The resurrection accounts were hallucinations. The 
apostles so wanted Jesus to be raised from the 
dead that they convinced themselves it had actually 
happened. This view does not fit the evidence: the 
empty tomb, the testimony of the Roman guard, 
and the fact that multiple people had the same 
“hallucination” on different occasions. In particular, 
the theory is hard-pressed to explain 500 people 
claiming to see the resurrected Jesus Christ. Again, 
the changed life of the apostle Paul discredits this 
interpretation.

Is there a view of the resurrection that fits all the facts? The 
obvious answer is yes. It is the view recorded by eyewitness 
testimony—the view that Jesus Christ bodily rose from the dead. 
This view is the very heart of the gospel; it is the view that we 
have already seen in 1 Corinthians 15. Let’s revisit the opening of 
that passage:

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received and on which you 
have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain. 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also (1 
Corinthians 15:1-8).
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an historical fact.  It is backed 
up by prophetic prediction, eye witness testimony, physical 
evidence and personal experience.  It is the only conclusion that 
fits the evidence.  It is the resurrection of Jesus that validates His 
claim to be God and His assertion to be able to forgive our sins 
and give us eternal life.  Consider the follow Scriptures:

Romans 1:2-4
...the gospel that God promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who 
as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4and 
who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with 
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the 
dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

John 11:25-26
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

Romans 10:9
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.

According to God’s Word, because Jesus lived, died and rose 
again, we can be saved.  When we choose to believe in Him 
and confess Him as our Lord, the Bible promises that our sins 
are forgiven and we receive the gift of eternal life. The Christian 
faith is an intelligent faith. It is believing the facts about Christ’s 
death and resurrection and acting upon those facts by turning to 
Jesus Christ in repentance and faith. The hope of the gospel is 
that Jesus Christ is alive and that He gives eternal life to all who 
believe in Him. 

Look at it
Read the following Scriptures:

Luke 24:1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came 
to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 
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2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, 
two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; 5 

and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the 
living One among the dead? 6 He is not here, but He has 
risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still 
in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again.” 8 And they remembered His words, 9 and 
returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene 
and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other 
women with them were telling these things to the apostles. 
11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they 
would not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings 
only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had 
happened. 

John 20:11-29
But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as 
she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she 
*saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at 
the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And they 
*said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She *said to 
them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, 
she turned around and *saw Jesus standing there, and did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus *said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing 
Him to be the gardener, she *said to Him, “Sir, if you have 
carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will 
take Him away.” 16 Jesus *said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
*said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, Teacher). 
17 Jesus *said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to 
them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God 
and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene *came, announcing to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said 
these things to her 19 So when it was evening on that day, the 
first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where 



146 

the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 
And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands 
and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have 
been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have 
been retained.”

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were 
saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my 
finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe.”

26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been 
shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, 
and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it 
into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 
28Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have 
you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet 
believed.”

Acts 1:1-11
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was 
taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given 
orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He 
also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty 
days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom 
of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had 
promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
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6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 
saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 
8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.”

9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while 
they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while 
He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood 
beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as 
you have watched Him go into heaven.”

1 Corinthians 15:1-9
Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the 
Good News I preached to you before. You welcomed it then, 
and you still stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News that saves 
you if you continue to believe the message I told you—unless, 
of course, you believed something that was never true in the 
first place.

3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had 
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as 
the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from 
the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. 5 He 
was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was 
seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was 
seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as 
though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 
9 For I am the least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even 
worthy to be called an apostle after the way I persecuted 
God’s church.
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1. Based on these accounts, what convinced the 
disciples that Jesus had actually been raised from the 
dead? 

2. Why do you think Jesus made numerous appearances 
over a forty-day period to many audiences 
demonstrating His resurrection?

Acts 27:4-20
“As the Jewish leaders are well aware, I was given a thorough 
Jewish training from my earliest childhood among my own 
people and in Jerusalem. 5 If they would admit it, they know 
that I have been a member of the Pharisees, the strictest sect 
of our religion. 6 Now I am on trial because of my hope in the 
fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. 7 In fact, 
that is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God 
night and day, and they share the same hope I have. Yet, Your 
Majesty, they accuse me for having this hope! 8 Why does it 
seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead? 
9“I used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to 
oppose the very name of Jesus the Nazarene. 10 Indeed, I did 
just that in Jerusalem. Authorized by the leading priests, I 
caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast 
my vote against them when they were condemned to death. 
11 Many times I had them punished in the synagogues to get 
them to curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed to them that I 
even chased them down in foreign cities.

12 “One day I was on such a mission to Damascus, armed 
with the authority and commission of the leading priests. 
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13About noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the road, a light from 
heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me and my 
companions. 14 We all fell down, and I heard a voice saying to 
me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is 
useless for you to fight against my will.’

15 “‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked.

“And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are 
persecuting. 16 Now get to your feet! For I have appeared 
to you to appoint you as my servant and witness. Tell 
people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will 
show you in the future. 17 And I will rescue you from both 
your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am sending you 
to the Gentiles 18 to open their eyes, so they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then 
they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a 
place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in me.’

19 “And so, King Agrippa, I obeyed that vision from heaven. 20 
I preached first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and 
throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must 
repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they have 
changed by the good things they do.

3. What convinced the Apostle Paul that Jesus was the 
Resurrected Lord?

Understand it
1 Corinthians 15:12-22
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection 
of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been 
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raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More 
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, 
for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 
the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not 
raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death 
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all 
will be made alive.

1. According to the Apostle Paul, how important is the 
resurrection and why?

2. Read the following verses and observe why the 
resurrection is important to the gospel, to salvation 
and to living the Christian life:
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Romans 1:2-4
...the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his 
earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through 
the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power 
by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Peter 1:3-4
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you.

Romans 4:22-25
This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The 
words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, 
24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was 
raised to life for our justification.

Romans 10:9-10
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved.

Romans 8:10-11
But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject 
to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of 
righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his 
Spirit who lives in you.
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Respond to it

1. What do believe about Jesus’ resurrection?

2. Is Jesus the Resurrected Lord of your life? If 
so, how is the resurrected Jesus living His life 
through you?
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TIPS FOR GROUPS:

Whether you have been a part of a group like this before or 
not, please take a look at the following tips to help your group 
function to its greatest possible potential. 

• Don’t Miss! This first tip is a big one! As a community 
group, make a commitment to not miss! This 
includes being on time! If you are going to miss or 
be late, make it a commitment to let your host/group 
know ahead of time! (Not an hour before group 
starts!) 

• Assign a timekeeper! Amongst everyone in 
the group, there is bound to be someone who 
appreciates organization and timeliness—assign 
this person to be the timekeeper for group time 
together. Give this person permission to move 
things along to make sure everything gets done and 
group ends on time.  

• Keep it Confidential! One of the beautiful things 
about Community Groups is the deep, meaningful 
conversation that happens. A definitive rule for your 
group that everyone ought agree on is to keep 
sensitive things that are shared confidential! 

• R-E-S-P-E-C-T! You group is likely comprised all sorts 
of people that come from all sorts of backgrounds—
it’s one of the great features of your group! As 
a group, commit to making your group a safe 
environment with mutual respect. Respect not only 
your fellow group members and your host, but also 
the property of who’s home you are meeting at!
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• Have Fun! Don’t forget to have fun! Laugh! Play 
games! You can even make specific space for that 
stuff! 

• EAT UP!! Food always provides a sense of comfort 
and unity in group settings, so whether it’s a full 
meal, snacks, dessert or coffee—Eat up!

• Take Turns! Many groups find ways for members to 
take turns on things such as providing food, leading 
prayer requests, texting reminders, or opening their 
home for group. It’s always healthy to not have one 
person in charge of something every time. (You can 
even assign a group member to coordinate this). 

• Find your own groove! Here is what is important to 
know—no community group is the same and that’s 
okay! As a group, find your groove on how you do 
things and stick with it. 

• Don’t let kids control! If you are group with kids, 
make group time a priority. It’s easy to become 
overwhelmed with kids and their schedules 
and babysitters, but don’t let that control your 
involvement! As a group, figure out the best 
scenario for childcare early on so that you can fully 
participate in group. (E.g. Individual babysitters, 
group babysitter(s), putting on a movie in the back 
room, etc.)
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Three words describe the history of Crossline Church: Prayer, 
Faith and Relationships. In the fall of 2004 I began to seriously 
pray about the future God had for me and my family. I was at a 
crossroads in ministry and needed clear direction from God. I 
went to Forest Home, a Christian conference center in the San 
Bernardino Mountains and earnestly sought the Lord. Praying 
on the spot where God spoke to Billy Graham, I asked God to 
speak to me about where and how He wanted me to serve Him. 
That time of prayer launched a 10 day period of prayer and 
fasting to seek the confirmation and leading of God. True to His 
Word, God spoke to me and others about the vision to start a 
church that would reach both seekers and committed disciples 
with the life-changing message of Jesus Christ. For a period 
of four months, a weekly prayer meeting gathered to pray and 
dream about God’s direction. Following the pattern of the early 
disciples in Acts 1-2, the founding core group of Crossline spent 
a focused 10 day season of prayer before it launched the first 



public worship services in February of 2005.

Our new congregation grew over the next 4 years to a little over 
1,000 in attendance. With growth came good challenges and 
once again we spent a focused period of prayer concerning a 
move from the high school campus to a permanent home for 
our church.  That season of prayer was answered miraculously 
by God and Crossline now meets at its 25 acre home in Laguna 
Hills, CA. Our congregation has grown to over 2,000 and prayer 
continues to be a core value for the daily life of Crossline, its 
vision and its future.

Crossline began as a commitment of faith. Not sponsored 
by any denomination, foundation or church, the Pastors and 
volunteers stepped into an initial ministry with a million dollar 
a year budget. Having no meeting place, offices or staff, within 
a few months God miraculously answered prayer and provided 
everything we needed to be a mobile church. From its inception, 
Crossline has had a core commitment to believe great things 
about God, to ask great things of God and attempt great things 
for God! What began as a prayer meeting with 16 people has 
grown to a local church of over 2,000.

Crossline Church is a body made up of ordinary people who 
believe in an extra-ordinary God. We believe that everyone is on 
a spiritual journey and whether you are a first time visitor or have 
been with us from day one, you are a vital part of our church 
right now and of the community He is shaping us to be for the 
future. At Crossline it our desire to connect people to Jesus 
Christ and to one another. Our motto is, “Love God, love people 
and have a blast!” We would love for you to join us. Together we 
can do great things for God!

JP Jones
Founding and Senior Pastor

Sunday Services:

Main Services
9:00am & 11:00am – Worship Center
7:00pm (Young Adults/Summit) – Fellowship Center

Classic Service (Traditional)
9:00am – Chapel

Crossline En Español
11:00am – Chapel

Information:

23331 Moulton Parkway
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

 (949) 916-0250

www.crosslinechurch.com



He was born just like us, a baby boy. No wealth. No 
influence. He was a son, a brother, a friend, and a car-

penter. He spoke to large crowds, but spent more time 
with small numbers of people. People that were ordi-

nary men and women. Some even outcasts. He traveled 
by foot, from home to home, town to town, never leav-
ing an area the size of New Jersey. He only taught for 

three years and died in his early thirties. He didn’t leave 
an heir or army to champion his cause…only followers. 
Yet his message grew, not through social media or viral 
videos, but simply people saying what he said and do-
ing what he did. Years later, his message still grows and 
grows. He is the central figure in the world’s best-selling 

book and the subject of thousands more. His name is 
known all over the world. His message has outlasted 
kingdoms, empires, dynasties, revolutions, dictators 
and ideologies. He is arguably the most influential, 

hated, exalted, controversial, revered, divisive, quoted, 
provocative, praised person who ever lived, but he was 

just or man…or was he?
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