Becoming a Mighty Warrior
2 Samuel 23
8 These are the names of David’s mighty warriors. The first was Jashobeam the Hacmonite, who
was leader of the Three—the three mightiest warriors among David’s men. He once used his
spear to kill 800 enemy warriors in a single battle.
9 Next in rank among the Three was Eleazar son of Dodai, a descendant of Ahoah. Once Eleazar
and David stood together against the Philistines when the entire Israelite army had fled. 10 He
killed Philistines until his hand was too tired to lift his sword, and the LORD gave him a great
victory that day. The rest of the army did not return until it was time to collect the plunder!
11 Next in rank was Shammah son of Agee from Harar. One time the Philistines gathered at Lehi
and attacked the Israelites in a field full of lentils. The Israelite army fled, 12 but Shammah held
his ground in the middle of the field and beat back the Philistines. So the LORD brought about a
great victory…
18 Abishai son of Zeruiah, the brother of Joab, was the leader of the Thirty. He once used his
spear to kill 300 enemy warriors in a single battle. It was by such feats that he became as
famous as the Three. 19 Abishai was the most famous of the Thirty and was their commander,
though he was not one of the Three.
20 There was also Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant warrior from Kabzeel. He did many heroic
deeds, which included killing two champions of Moab. Another time, on a snowy day, he chased
a lion down into a pit and killed it. 21 Once, armed only with a club, he killed an imposing
Egyptian warrior who was armed with a spear. Benaiah wrenched the spear from the Egyptian’s
hand and killed him with it. 22 Deeds like these made Benaiah as famous as the Three mightiest
warriors. 23 He was more honored than the other members of the Thirty, though he was not
one of the Three. And David made him captain of his bodyguard.

1. Warriors serve their King
2. Warriors trust in God's supernatural resources
3. Warriors band together as brothers
4. Warriors take action

