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1 Corinthians 3:10-15
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation,
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire,
and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built
on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will
suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

What is the difference between the Bema and the Final Judgment?
The Final Judgement
Romans 2:1-6
2 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever
point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the
same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on
truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things,
do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his
kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to
repentance?
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God
“will repay each person according to what they have done.”
“Think how we feel when we see someone we love ravaged by unwise actions or relationships.
Do we respond with benign tolerance as we might toward a stranger? Far from it…Anger isn’t
the opposite of love. Hate is, and the final form of hate is indifference…God’s wrath is not a
cranky explosion, but his settled opposition to the cancer…which is eating out the insides of the
human race he loves with his whole being.” –Becky Pippert, Hope Has Its Reasons:

The Bema
1 Corinthians 3:10-15
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and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire,
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On what basis will Jesus Judge our lives and give us rewards?
1 Corinthians 3:12-14
12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—
13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that
anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.

What does it mean to be rewarded?
“…No one can enter heaven except as a child; and nothing is so obvious in a child—not in a
conceited child, but in a good child—as its great and undisguised pleasure in being praised…
It is written that we shall “stand before” Him, shall appear, shall be inspected. The promise of
glory is the promise, almost incredible and only possible by the work of Christ, that some of us,
that any of us who really chooses, shall actually survive that examination, shall find approval,
shall please God. To please God...to be a real ingredient in the divine happiness...to be loved by
God, not merely pitied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father in a son—it
seems impossible, a weight or burden of glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But so it
is.” –C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory

How can I live a life that will be rewarded?
2 Corinthians 4:18
18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

