
 

Working out what God works in through Intentional Obedience 

 

1. Learning from the Word 

John 14:21 

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

 

James 1 

21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has 
planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.22 But don’t just listen to 
God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 
23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 
24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully 
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what 
you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 

 

James 2 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but 
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.18 But someone will say, “You have 
faith; I have deeds. ”Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by 
my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—
and shudder.20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 



useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.  

 

Ephesians 4:20-24 

20 But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 21 Since you have heard about Jesus and 
have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your 
former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit 
renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—
truly righteous and holy. 

2. Seeing the Principle 

Intentional obedience is when we predetermine to do what God says and then in the 
moment of opportunity or testing we chose to be doers of the Word and we obey in the 
power of the Holy Spirit 

John 14:21 

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

 

Hebrews 11:6 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

Examples from Hebrews 11 

Abel brought a sacrifice by faith; Noah built an Ark by faith; Abraham obeyed and left his 
home to a new country by faith ; Sarah was enabled to bear children by faith ; Abraham 
offered Isaac by faith; Isaac blessed Jacob by faith: Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons by 
faith; Joseph gave instructions about the Exodus by faith; Moses’ parents hid him by 
faith; Moses refused the pleasures of Egypt and chose the reproaches of Christ by faith; 
the people crossed the Red Sea by faith; the walls of Jericho fell down by faith; Rahab 
welcomed the Israelite spies by faith; Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel 
and the prophets all acted by faith 

Romans 8:13-17 



…but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 

 

3. Applying it in Real Life 
 

1) Matthew 22:36-40 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is 
the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

2) 1 Peter 3:8-9 

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing. 

3) 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 

3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and 
honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God 

4) 1 Peter 4:10-11 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

5) Hebrews 10:24-25 

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

6) Psalm 100 



Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs…4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 

7) Matthew 6:33 

 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well 

8) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

9) Malachi 3:8-10 

Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’“In tithes 
and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 

10) Mark 16:15 

5 And then Jesus told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone. 

 


