
Crossline Community Groups  
Week 10 – Fall 2016 

Issues at Christmas - God Works Outside the Box 
 
OPEN IN PRAYER, READ LUKE 1(ENTIRE CHAPTER) AS A GROUP, AND ANSWER THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 

1. As a couple, what was Zechariah and Elizabeth’s “big issue”? (v7, v25)   
What do you think their mindset was at the time God wanted to do 
something outside the box in their lives? 
 

2. When God shows up in response to Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s prayers 
regarding their issue, what did the angel say were the purposes behind 
God granting their request? 
 

3. After the angel of the Lord delivers the news in such dramatic fashion to 
Zechariah – why do you think he still couldn’t bring himself to believe?  
What were the consequences?  
  

4. What personal reasons does Elizabeth give for the Lord moving in her life 
the way he did? 

 
5. How is Mary’s response similar and different to Zechariah when God 

announces his out of the box plan for her life? 
 

6. How does God use community as a tool for dealing with the unexpected 
events that transpired around that first Christmas? (39-45) 

 
7. Under the circumstances, why is Mary’s song to God such a bold 

statement of faith? 
 

8. Why do you think God “released” Zechariah from his season of silence 
when he did?  (59-66) 
 

9. What do we learn about how God works in our lives and what he wants to 
do in our lives from the stories of these two couples? 
  

10. How is there a little Zechariah in all of us?  What do we learn from this 
account of his life for our own walk with God? 
 

11. What does Mary model for us in this most unusual visitation, revelation, 
and circumstance surrounding the birth of Jesus? 

 
12.  Are you open to God working outside the box in your life? 

 
 

HAVE SOMEONE CLOSE IN PRAYER 


