
 

You asked for it! 

Why does God allow so much suffering and evil in the world? 

 

1. Why is there evil and suffering in first place? 

 

Naturalism/Atheism- There is no ultimate meaning and purpose; life sucks and then you 

die 

 

Skepticism- I don’t know, no one can know but I will criticize every other view except my 

own skepticism! 

 

Transcendentalism/Eastern Religions- The physical world, with its suffering and evil is 

all an illusion of ignorance; we must become on with the divinity which is all and in all 

 

Fundamentalism/Religion- Evil and suffering are the result of our sin and we are just 

getting what we deserve from a vengeful God 

 

Authentic Biblical Christianity- Evil and suffering are alien invaders to God’s good and 

perfect creation. One day God will judge all evil and for those who receive His grace 

and forgiveness, He will eliminate all suffering and restore His good and perfect 

creation. Right now the God of compassion is available to help all who suffer. 



 

Genesis 1:27-31 

So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.”29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing 
plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will 

be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all 
the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I 

give every green plant for food.” And it was so.31 God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good 

Revelation 21:3-7 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 

away.”5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he 
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”6 He said to me: “It is 
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will 

give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious 
will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 

and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 

 

2. What are God’s redemptive purposes for suffering? 

Romans 5:2-5 

2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, 

character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 



love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to 
us. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to 

death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 

Philippians 3:7-11 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 

may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 

comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power 
of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

James 1:2-5 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 

1 Peter 1:3-11 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming 

of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 



10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to 
you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and 

circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the 
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 

 

1 Peter 4:1-5 

4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same 

attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not 
live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 
3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on 

you. 5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 

3. How can I experience God when I’m suffering 

1 Peter 5:5-11 

“God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.” 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

1) Humble yourself before the Lord 

 

2) Cast all your anxiety on Him 

 



3) Be alert and sober minded 

 

4) Resist the devil and stand firm in your faith 

 

5) Realize you’re not alone and seek the encouragement of others 

 

6) Expect God to restore you and make you strong 

 


